Mexican War handout

PART I

In 1835 the Anglo-American settlers of Texas, aided by private citizens from the United States and a handful of Texas compatriots, rebelled against the government of Mexico.

1. Were the American settlers right in rebelling against Mexico?

On March 2, 1836 they declared Texas an independent republic. When Mexican President Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna led an army into Texas to put down the rebellion, he was defeated and captured by General Sam Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto, April 21, 1836. While a prisoner, Santa Anna ordered his troops to leave Texas and signed the secret Treaty of Velasco, which recognized both Texan independence and the Rio Grande as the boundary of Texas. Although the Mexican Congress repudiated
 the treaty, the Republic of Texas maintained its independence.
2. Who was president of Mexico at this time?

3. Who defeated Mexico’s invasion of Texas?

4. Was this treaty signed by Santa Anna a valid treaty? Why?
The Texan Congress declared the Rio Grande to be the Texas's southwestern boundary, despite the fact that as a Mexican province the border of Texas had been the Rio Nueces, some 160 miles further north.

5. Where do you think the boundary of Texas should have been, and why?




For nearly ten years the Republic of Texas was an independent country, recognized by the United States, France, Great Britain, and Belgium. Mexico, on the other hand, refused to accept the loss of Texas, considering it to be Mexican territory under the temporary rule of a rebel government. 

6. What advantages would there be in having Texas remain its own independent country?

7. What disadvantages would there be?

On July 4, 1845 a Texas convention accepted the U.S. offer for Texas to join the U.S., a decision which was overwhelmingly affirmed by the voters of Texas in the fall. On December 29, 1845, Texas was formally admitted to the United States.
8. Why do you think Texas would overwhelmingly vote to join the United States?

After Mexican leaders threatened to invade Texas, for the purpose of reconquering the lost province, the governments of both the Republic of Texas and the United States mutually agreed that the U.S. would station troops on Texas soil. By the end of August 1845, Brigadier General Zachary Taylor (nicknamed "Old Rough and Ready") and his men were in place at Corpus Christi, with more troops arriving almost daily to add to the strength of Taylor's "Army of Occupation."

During the fall of 1845 Mexico agreed to receive a U.S. diplomat for the purpose of negotiating a peaceful solution to the two countries' differences. In addition to the question of whether or not Texas was free to join the United States, there was a matter of numerous unpaid claims against the Mexican government by private U.S. citizens. 

By the time John Slidell, the American envoy appointed by President Polk, arrived in Mexico, the Mexican government was in political turmoil and refused to receive him. While Slidell was in Mexico, attempting in vain to carry out his mission, the moderate government of Mexican President Herrera was overthrown by the militant Manuel Paredes. After Paredes became President of Mexico relations between the two countries went from bad to worse.
9. Who was president of Mexico at this time? (There are two answers)
On January 13, 1846, realizing that negotiations were no longer possible, American President Polk instructed General Zachary Taylor to take up a defensive position on the north bank of the Rio Grande. In March 1846 Taylor and his men left Corpus Christi. Upon arrival in the Lower Rio Grande Valley they set up a supply depot at Point Isabel and constructed an earthen fieldwork opposite Matamoros. Not surprisingly, the Mexican military commander in Matamoros, Francisco Mejia, responded by making threats and demanding that the Americans withdraw.
10. Who was president of the United States at this time?

11. What did the president of the United States order? Why?
Zachary Taylor, being a dutiful old soldier, refused to budge, telling General Mejia that he'd been sent there by the President of the United States and until Polk directed him to leave, he intended to stay. Taylor also informed the Mexicans that in his opinion he had not taken any hostile action, although the Mexican government claimed that the mere presence of the troops was a hostile act. Taylor declared that if a war began, the responsibility for it would lie with whomever fired the first shot, something he and his troops did not intend to do.

As a precautionary measure General Taylor asked the U.S. Navy to blockade
 the mouth of the Rio Grande river. He considered it a fair response to the state of war which the Mexicans insisted already existed. In a letter to General Pedro Ampudia, who superseded Mejia, Taylor adamantly maintained it was a nothing more than a defensive measure.
12. Why have a navy blockade your enemy’s port cities?
During this same uneasy period, the Mexicans encouraged U.S. soldiers to desert by clandestinely distributing circular letters in the American camp. These letters were openly addressed to the foreign-born soldiers of the U.S. army, appealing, in the case of those from other Roman Catholic countries (particularly Ireland) to come to the aid of a fellow Catholic country (Mexico). Generous offers of land may have convinced both Catholic and Protestants to swim the river. General Taylor's response to what soon became a worrisome problem was to order his pickets to shoot on sight any U.S. soldier seen swimming to the south bank of the Rio Grande. After at least two men were dealt with in this manner, sinking beneath the muddy waters of the river, desertions dramatically declined.

13. Why did some American soldiers desert
 and join the Mexican army?

14. Should American soldiers be allowed to shoot other American soldiers? Why?

Throughout April 1846 tension mounted along the border. The number of Mexican troops at Matamoros also greatly increased during that anxious month and before April ended, there were probably in excess of 6,000 soldados encamped across the river from the American earthworks now named "Fort Texas." This was more than twice the number Taylor commanded.

On April 24, 1846, Mariano Arista addressed a letter to Zachary Taylor in which he made it clear that it was only a matter of time before the forces under his command would cross over the Rio Grande and attack Taylor's "Army of Occupation." During the month it had taken for the Mexican government to assemble a large force at Matamoros to oppose them, the Americans had built substantial fortifications at both Point Isabel and the camp opposite Matamoros. When the time came to respond, Taylor and his men were ready … and the Mexican War began!
15. The Mexicans called the American army an “Army of Occupation”, what do you think the Americans called this same army? Why?

Part II

DIRECTIONS: Take a minute to examine the map below.
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Tue Mexican-American War




	United States
	Mexico

	Number of soldiers
	
	Number of soldiers
	

	1846
	8,600
	1846
	60,000

	1848
	32,000

59,000 militia
	1848
	34,000

	Total Casualties
	13,000
	Total Casualties
	16,000


Discussion Questions
16. Based on the map above, where did the United States invade Mexico? Why do you think they chose those areas to invade?
17. Based on the table above, which side would you predict to win at the beginning of the war in 1846? Why?

18. Compare the number of casualties for both sides in the war. Based on the table, how do you account for the drop in number of soldiers for Mexico between 1846 and 1848?

19. Based on the table above, which side would you predict to win in 1848? Why?
20. What do you think Mexico could have done to win this war?
Mexican War Notes

· The Mexican War lasted from April 25, 1846 – February 2, 1848, ending with Mexico’s surrender to the United States and the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, in which Mexico gave up over half of its territory to the United States.

Technological Advances during the Mexican War

· The following inventions gave the United States an advantage over the Mexican Army during the war. Explain WHY you think each invention was an advantage AND a disadvantage.
TRAVEL

1. Steamboat: A ship that burns coal and can travel in any direction, unlike a sailing ship.

2. Railroads




3. What advantages in travel technology do we have today compared to the steamboat and railroads?

4. What disadvantages are there to our travel technology today?

COMMUNICATION

5. Telegraph: A primitive version of a phone.

6. What advantages in communication do we have today compared to the telegraph?

7. What disadvantages are there in our communications technology today?

California Gold Rush

The California gold rush began in January 24, 1848 in California and lasted until 1855. All in all, over 300,000 people arrived in California from other parts of the United States, as well as from other countries in the world. The gold-seekers gained the nickname, 49ers, in part because many of them began arriving in huge numbers in 1849.
1. What kind of people do you think would be coming to California seeking gold? Why?

2. What effect do you think the gold rush meant for Native Americans living on land where gold was found?

3. How would a small town be affected by the discovery of gold nearby and with gold-seekers arriving in or near that town?

4. How would travel technology be affected by the discovery of gold in California?
5. How would communications technology be affected by the gold rush?

6. What effect would all these gold mines have on the environment?
� Cancelled.


� Stop enemy ships from coming or going to port cities.


� Leave without permission.





