The Regulator War

Reader’s Theater
People
· Eastern Government

· Governor Tryon: Rich English nobleman. 

· He raised taxes so that North Carolina could improve its economy. Part of this involved making a better port for sea trade in New Bern, but he also built a very expensive mansion for the governor.

· Judge Edmund Fanning

· Corrupt judge. Has a big house.

· Regulators

· Herman Husband: Poor mountain man.

· Angry that people in the backcountry (mountains) were being cheated on their taxes. Specifically, people had to pay their taxes at specific places, and if they didn’t pay it at that place, their taxes were increased.

Places
· New Bern and the Governor’s Mansion (Tidewater of N.C.)

· The Backcountry (mountains of N.C.)

Timeline

1765: Tryon becomes governor of North Carolina and starts raising taxes.

1766: Husband and other regulators complain about the taxes.

1768: 

· One Regulator’s horse was taken by the government to pay off his debt.

· Regulators get mad and shoot at Judge Edmund Fanning’s house.

· Fanning accuses Husband of being behind the shooting, and throws him in jail.

· Hundreds of Regulators march and protest for Husband to be released, Fanning, afraid for his life, releases Husband.

· Two Regulators walk all the way to New Bern to tell Tryon about the corruption in the backcountry.

· Tryon conducts military parades in the backcountry to show them who’s boss.

· Fanning was tried and found guilty of corruption, but only charged a penny in fines.
1770: 
· Tryon’s new mansion built in New Bern, in the tidewater region.

· Regulators angry at the lack of action on the corruption, so they march on Fanning’s nice house, tear it apart board by board, and beat Fanning up.

· Tryon passes a new law (the Johnston Riot Act) which allows him to strictly punish all acts of public disorder. Tryon has Husband arrested, then calls up the militia to make sure he can’t be rescued from jail.

· A jury later releases Husband.

1771:

· Tryon and Fanning assemble the militia to march on the backcountry, to restore law and order.
· Thousands of Regulators gather at Alamance creek in the backcountry.

· The Battle of Alamance occurred between the two sides: The Regulators had no organization and no commander, and ran out of ammunition, with 20 dead and 150 wounded. Husband, at the first shot, fled all the way to Pennsylvania colony in the north.

· After the battle, Tryon:

· Executed one Regulator in front of the other protestors.

· The next day, he hanged another Regulator without a trial.

· Tryon then marched his militia to Husband’s farm, and they tore it completely down.

· Tryon then hanged a dozen more Regulators. It was English custom for a condemned person at his hanging to say some last words, at one hanging, Tryon kicked the barrel out from under a man that was talking, choking him off in the middle of his last words.
