Mock Trial Procedure

Cordova Social Studies


I. Introduction

1. All jurors, witnesses, lawyers with the bailiff standing in their appropriate places.

2. Judge at the entrance to the courtroom.

3. Bailiff announces judge's entrance, "All rise for the Honorable Judge 

."

4. Judge sits.

5. Bailiff announces, "Please be seated."

6. Judge announces the case at hand, "Today we have the case of the People vs. Chief Blunt."

7. Judge says, "Prosecution, make your opening statement."

8. Prosecution makes its opening statement arguing Chief Blunt is a murderer and why.

9. Judge says, "Defense, make your opening statement."

10. Defense makes its opening statement arguing Chief Blunt is innocent of murder and why.

II. The Case 

1. Judge says, "Prosecution you may call your first witness."

2. Prosecution calls its first witness, Chief Hancock's child, and says "We call Chief Hancock's child to the witness stand."

a) Bailiff swears in the witness by saying, "Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?"

b) Prosecution questions witness (defense may object, reason for objection must be given)

c) Defense questions witness (prosecution may object, reason for objection must be given)

3. Defense calls its first witness, Chief Blunt, and says "We call Chief Blunt to the witness stand."

a) Bailiff swears in the witness by saying, "Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?"

b) Defense questions witness (prosecution may object, reason for objection must be given)

c) Prosecution questions witness (defense may object, reason for objection must be given)

4. Prosecution calls its second witness, the Catawba Chief, and says "We call the Catawba Chief to the witness stand."

a) As in 12 above.

b) " "

c) " "

5. Defense calls its second witness, Governor Hyde, and says "We call Governor Hyde to the witness stand."

a) As in 13 above.

b) " "

c) " "

6. Prosecution makes its closing statement.

7. Defense makes its closing statement.

III. Jury Deliberation 

1. Jury quietly meets in its corner and deliberates on the outcome of the case. The jury's decision must be unanimous.

2. Jury foreman reads the Jury's verdict.

IV. What can lawyers (prosecution or defense) object to?

1. Opposing lawyer is making a statement instead of asking a question.

2. Opposing lawyer is asking about an irrelevant subject.

3. Opposing lawyer is asking the same question repeatedly, a question that has already been answered.

4. Opposing lawyer asks a question that misstates the evidence (e.g. The facts of the story say that Hyde ordered Hancock executed, but the lawyer says that Blunt ordered Hancock executed).


