World War II (1939 – 1945)

Prior Wars
1. Complete the table below using your prior knowledge. 

· For “Combatants”, explain what country(s) fought what country(s).

· For “Causes”, explain why the war began. 

· For “Conclusion”, explain how the war ended. Who won, and did they sign a peace treaty?

· For “Analysis”, explain whether you believe the conclusion of the war left unresolved issues that might later turn to war again, or if it resolved all the issues between the countries.

	Prior Wars
	Combatants
	Causes
	Conclusion
	Analysis

	Revolutionary War
	
	
	
	

	War of 1812
	
	
	
	

	Mexican War
	
	
	
	

	Civil War
	
	
	
	

	Spanish War
	
	
	
	

	Great War
	
	
	
	


The End of the Great War
Germany was blamed for the Great War, and it was forced to sign the Treaty of Versailles which forced it to pay for all the damage it had done in the war (which Germany could not afford). When the Great Depression hit, its economy suffered even more. Since Germany’s economy was doing so poorly, a man named Hitler became popular in Germany because he promised to make Germany a great country again. 
Japan’s economy suffered during the Great Depression, and its leaders wanted the resources of other nearby countries (like China) to improve its economy. The United States did not approve of Japan’s actions, and placed an embargo
 on Japan.
2. Based on your Prior Wars analyses above, what do you predict Germany and Japan are likely to do? What is motivating Germany and Japan to behave as they are?
3. If you were the United States, how would you react to what is happening in Germany and Japan? Explain.
4. Use the world map in the back of your textbook and indicate where each of the Axis and Allies countries are on the map below.
	World War II (1939-1945)

	Axis
	Allies

	Germany (major power)
	France

	Italy
	United Kingdom/Britain (major power)

	Japan (major power)
	Russia/Soviet Union/USSR (major power)

	
	United States (major power)
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5. Complete the chart below using your Great War map handout from before.

	World War I (Great War) (1914-1918)

	Triple Alliance (Central Powers)
	Triple Entente (Allies)

	Germany
	France

	?
	?

	?
	?

	
	?


6. Compare and contrast the various alliances in World War II with the alliances in the Great War (World War I) by explaining how they changed or remained the same.
7. Compare and contrast the various alliances in World War II (see map on p. 4) with modern alliances during the late 20th century (see map below). 
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8. What countries are part of the NATO alliance? What alliance were most of these countries in during World War II?
9. What countries are part of the Warsaw Pact alliance? What alliance were most of these countries in during World War II?
10. Based on the map above, which alliance do you think eventually won World War II? Explain.

11. What trend is there in the size of alliances from World War II to the late 20th century?
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The Start of World War II
In 1938, Germany was a total dictatorship under the Nazi Party and Chancellor Adolf Hitler. Although the 1919 Treaty of Versailles that ended World War I had put limits on the size of Germany’s military, by the late 1930s, Hitler had begun ignoring those limitations. He began not only to rebuild his military rapidly, but also to speak openly of Germany’s need for lebensraum, or “living space.”

Anschluss and Appeasement

In March 1938, Nazi troops took control of Austria, which put up no resistance. Hitler claimed that the annexation was supported by his doctrine of Anschluss , or natural political unification of Germany and Austria. Britain and France took no action. Shortly thereafter, Hitler demanded that Czechoslovakia cede (give up) to Germany the Sudetenland, a territory along the German-Czech border. Hitler accused the Czechs of tyrannizing the large German population there and argued that the territory belonged to Germany. Britain and France met with Germany and both countries agreed to give in to Germany’s demand if Hitler and Germany took no more land. Hitler signed an agreement with Britain and France agreeing to take no more land.
After taking the Sudetenland, however, Hitler ignored the agreement and occupied most of western Czechoslovakia. Britain and France again took no action.
12. Map out the actions of Germany above on the map.

13. What is lebensraum? Explain.

14. What is Anschluss? Do you agree with it? Why?

15. What do you think of Hitler’s actions? Explain.

16. What do you think of Britain and France’s actions? Explain.

17. What would you have done if you were Hitler? Why?

18. What would you have done if you were Britain and France? Why?

The German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact

Several months after Germany’s annexation of the Sudetenland (in Czechoslovakia), on August 23, 1939, a meeting occurred in Moscow between German foreign minister von Ribbentrop and Soviet foreign minister Molotov. Afterward, they announced publicly that Germany and the Soviet Union had signed the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact to prevent hostilities between the two countries.
However, both ministers kept secret the fact that, in addition to agreeing not to attack each other, Germany and the Soviet Union had also agreed to invade the countries that lay between them. Specifically, they agreed that Germany and the Soviet Union would each take over one half of Poland, with a further agreement that the Soviet Union would take over the countries of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia without German interference. 
The German Invasion of Poland

Germany’s invasion of Poland came quickly and with overwhelming force. The attack began on September 1, 1939, with heavy air strikes followed by a rapidly advancing ground invasion. Hitler referred to the strategy as blitzkrieg, or “lightning war.” The object of the blitzkrieg strategy was to shock the opponent so severely that there would be little resistance, allowing the country to be overrun quickly, with minimal German losses. It took Germany 26 days to conquer Poland.
Atrocities against the Polish People

Germany sought not just to destroy the Polish government but also to obliterate the Polish people. In the first days and weeks of the war, both Jewish and non-Jewish civilians were killed regardless of whether they resisted. Villages and towns were burned, and fleeing survivors were ruthlessly chased down and shot.
Although the regular German army defeated the Polish military within days of the invasion, a more sinister set of squadrons followed — part of the soon-to-be-infamous S.S
. These S.S. squadrons immediately began rounding up and killing Polish civilians. Larger groups of Jews were singled out and herded into the central Warsaw ghetto where they were slowly starved for the next two years. Smaller groups encountered along the way were shot on the spot. 
The Soviet Invasion of Poland

Just two weeks after the German invasion began, Soviet troops invaded Poland from the east on September 17, 1939. It took them only two days to push far enough to meet German troops advancing from the west. By this time, Germany had already taken most of Poland except for Warsaw, which was under siege. Upon meeting the Russian troops, the Germans handed over large numbers of prisoners and promptly pulled back to the line agreed upon in the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact. Retreating Polish armies, unaware that the Soviet Union was part of Germany’s occupation plan, fled directly into the Russian army.
19. What was the German-Soviet Nonaggression Pact? Explain.

20. Why did both Germany and the USSR keep the nonaggression pact secret?

21. Explain blitzkrieg. Was it effective? Why?

22. We’ve talked of total war, is what the German army did against the Polish people part of total war?

23. What is the S.S. and what did they do?

24. Do we have organizations today similar to the S.S.? Explain.

25. What atrocities did the Germany army commit in Poland?

26. Why do you think the German army acted the way it did towards the people of Poland?

27. What effect do you think the German-Soviet nonaggression pact will have on the course of the war? Explain.
Propaganda in World War II
28. Follow along with the power point and complete the table below.
· For Description: Briefly describe what the poster shows.

· For Meaning: Explain what message you think the poster is showing.

· For Likely Origin: Explain what major Allied or Axis country created the poster AND explain why.

	Poster #
	Description
	Meaning
	Likely Origin

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	


29. Create your own propaganda poster about the current war in Afghanistan. The poster should include some catchy image as well as words to that effect. Your poster should be as colorful and eye-catching as possible.
The War in Europe
Invasion of Western Europe
Soon after invading Poland, the Soviet Union fought a four-month invasion of Finland, ultimately conquering that country, though it lost 200,000 soldiers to Finland’s loss of 100,000. In April of 1940, Germany simultaneously conquered both Denmark and Norway.

On May 10, 1940, Germany began the invasion of Western Europe with the primary goal of conquering France. The Netherlands and Belgium were both quickly overrun by the German blitzkrieg, both surrendering to Germany in just two weeks of fighting. Germany achieved surprise in these invasions by moving his tank army through the Ardennes forest, which the Allies did not believe was possible, and thus did not defend against an invasion from that route.
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Meanwhile, Germany invaded France and managed to surround the main French army, separating it from the British army near the French port city of Dunkirk. The British began withdrawing its 300,000 soldiers and all their equipment from France and fleeing back to the United Kingdom, leaving France on its own against the German army.

The new British prime minister (leader) Winston Churchill encouraged France to resist Germany at all costs. By June 22, 1940, over half of the French army had been destroyed by the Germans and Adolf Hitler of Germany forced the French to surrender in the very same railway car that the Germans in the Great War were forced to surrender to the French.

30. What role did geography play in the German victory over France? Explain.
31. In what other wars have we seen geography play a role in one side’s victory? Explain.

32. Why do you think the British withdrew from France and left the French on their own against the Germans? 

33. Would you have done the same as the British? Why?
34. Why do you think Hitler forced the French to surrender in a railcar?

Battle of Britain
After France’s surrender, Germany’s main goal was to conquer the British in the United Kingdom. From July to September of 1940, Germany bombed the United Kingdom, particularly the British capital city of London, which was heavily bombed by the Germans, with numerous civilian casualties. In the course of these months of air battles, the British suffered 900 planes lost to Germany’s 1,700 planes. The primary reason for the British victory was the use of radar by the British to detect incoming German airplanes and intercept them before they could arrive at their targets. The British also benefitted from supplies sent by American convoy ships.
After Germany’s losses in the Battle of Britain, Hitler postponed his invasion of Britain and instead turned to attack the Soviet Union in the east.

35. What was the one main factor that helped the British defeat the Germans at the Battle of Britain? Explain.

36. What other wars have we seen technology play a key role in one side’s victory? Explain.

37. What role do you think technology will play in future wars?

The War in Europe
Italy
Italy, led by Mussolini, joined Germany as part of the Axis powers on June, 1940 and declared war on Britain and France. Italy joined too late to help the Germans in France, and the Italians had no real air force to speak of. Italy began attacking British forces in Eastern Africa, where it won, and in North Africa, where it lost. Italy also attacked Greece and failed.

It was at this point that Germany helped Italy and invaded Greece by first invading neutral Yugoslavia, which quickly surrendered.

38. In your opinion, was Italy a good ally? Explain.

The Invasion of Russia
Germany began the invasion of the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941. Germany invaded with over 4 million soldiers and planned the conquest of the Soviet Union to be complete by the winter of 1941. In the first week of the German invasion they destroyed over 5,000 Soviet planes, with few losses to the German air force.
The leader of the Soviet Union, Joseph Stalin, ordered his army to fight to the last man and conduct a scorched-earth tactic, which meant that whatever resources they could not carry away, they were to burn so that the Germans could not use it. The Russians thus destroyed roads and bridges, burned fields of crops, and demolished or emptied many factories. Some major factories were even disassembled and moved eastward out of danger. The scorched-earth policy was effective and slowed the advancing German armies.

The British and Americans began supplying the Soviets through their northern port cities. Hitler had already planned to have defeated the Soviets by winter, and when winter finally arrived, his armies were still fighting. As a result, many German soldiers died from frostbite and large numbers of German equipment (tanks, guns, etc.) malfunctioned in the cold weather.
Germany continued to fight in the Soviet Union, both in the winter of 1941 and through the next year and into the winter of 1942. In this time, they managed to kill 20 million Soviets, and lost over 1 million of their own soldiers.

39. Was Germany’s invasion of Russia a betrayal? Why?

40. What evidence was there in Germany’s behavior that would indicate its behavior towards Russia?

41. Would you have attacked Russia if you were the leader of Germany? Why?







� Where a country refuses to trade with another country.


� Giving in to the demands of another.


� Schutzstaffel: Translates as Protection Squadron.
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