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Sophomore Counselor, Ms. Julie Braun, ext. 225 – jbraun@saintviator.com
Freshmen Counselor, Ms. Sarah Block, ext. 231 – sblock@saintviator.com
QUIA Page for Homework 
Go to www.saintviator.com and look under “Faculty and Staff” for a complete directory and links to faculty and administrator Web pages.  Once a week teachers will post their assignments for each of their classes on their Web pages. If your student is ill or absent for a number of days, check individual teacher Web pages for homework and assignments.  The Dean’s Office will not collect assignments for absent students.

GUIDELINES FOR EXAM DAYS

Students are required to attend each of their exams; however, students do not need to be in school for periods when they do not have an exam.  Students arriving during a scheduled exam period should enter through the cafeteria entrance and remain in the cafeteria or Marie Gallagher Resource Center until the exam period bell rings.  While the cafeteria will be open for student use, there will not be any food service on these three days.  STUDENTS MUST BE IN REGULAR DRESS CODE FOR FINAL EXAMS!  
HINTS TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR SEMESTER EXAMS

Semester exams usually count as 20% of the final semester grade.  Students taking semester exams are often overwhelmed by the bulk of information they need to study in order to perform well on these exams.  

Parents can help students by encouraging them to:

1. Begin to organize their materials for each class, if they have not already done so

2. Set aside a minimum of 30 minutes each day to begin reviewing notes, old tests and quizzes 

3. As the day for exams draws closer, increase study time

4. Ask teachers about how to best prepare for these exams

SEMESTER EXAM SCHEDULE

Wednesday, January 16, 2008
Period 8: 8:00- 9:00 AM

Period 2: 9:15-10:15 AM
Period 6: 10:30-11:30 AM

Thursday, January 17, 2008
Period 7: 8:00-9:00 AM

Period 3: 9:15-10:15 AM
Period 5: 10:30-11:30 AM


Friday, January 18, 2008
Period 1: 8:00-9:00 AM

Period 4: 9:15-10:15 AM
Make-up: 10:30-11:30 AM

SEMESTER GRADES/SEMESTER FAILURES

If a student receives a failing grade for the semester, he/she does not earn credit for that course.  If the course is required (and most courses that freshmen and sophomores take are required courses), IT MUST BE RETAKEN.  If a student receives a failing grade for the first semester in any course, they should make an appointment with their counselor to determine when they will make-up the failure.  In most cases, the student will need to arrange to re-take the course this summer at his/her local public high school.  However, each situation is individual, so it is important that the student and/or parents discuss the matter with the counselor as soon as we return for second semester. The student’s counselor must approve all summer school courses.

Saint Viator summer school brochures, and brochures from the local public high schools, will be available in the spring.  
Semester Grades Impact Class Choices for Next Year

It is important to note that many classes require a student to earn a specific grade in order to proceed to the next level in that subject area. The prerequisites for each class are listed in the curriculum guide.  Students and parents are encouraged to look ahead so you know what is needed in order to qualify for a particular class. For example, a student who earns a 70% in either semester of Algebra I does not meet the prerequisite for registration in Geometry or Algebra II.  Similarly, a student who earns a 70% in Spanish I for either semester does not meet the prerequisite for registration for Spanish II for his/her sophomore year.  In some cases, a student earning a 70% would be required to attend summer school to raise the grade to an acceptable level for entrance into the next level course.  If you have questions about this, contact the teacher of the course or your student’s counselor.
FROM THE SOPHOMORE COUNSELOR: Ms. Julie Braun

PLAN TEST SCORE REPORT
All sophomore students took the PLAN test in October and will get their results back shortly.  I will meet with students during their Bible classes to discuss the results with them.  There will be a parent meeting on December 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium for me to discuss the results with you.  The PLAN results will help students identify their strengths and weaknesses in the four subject areas.  It will also give them a predicted ACT score.  By taking the test sophomore year, they will have ample time to prepare for the ACT, which they will take in the spring of their junior year.  The PLAN test also included a career interest inventory, which will give the students some insight into possible future career choices.  If you would like to discuss your students PLAN results, please call me to schedule an appointment after the meeting on December 13.  

1st SEMESTER MEETINGS
I will continue to meet with sophomore students during their free periods.  During these meetings I have the students fill out a short questionnaire and then talk to them about how this year has been.  I will continue to remind them of the importance of their semester grades and academic rigor.  Please encourage your student to seek help from his/her teachers or a National Honor Society tutor if he/she is having difficulties in a class.  The semester will be over before we know it.
2nd SEMESTER SCHEDULE CHANGES
I would encourage students to see me about schedule changes for 2nd semester before we leave for Christmas break.  I will do my best to make schedule changes; however, all requests may not be accommodated.
DOES YOUR STUDENT NEED A LITTLE EXTRA HELP?
If your student is having difficulties in a class, please encourage him/her to talk to the teacher.  Teachers are a student’s best resource to help them clarify information or give them extra help.  Some other resources available for your student are the math lab, writing lab, and modern world language lab.  Students are encouraged to visit these labs during their free periods or before and after school, depending on the lab schedule.  Teachers are available in all of the labs to offer students assistance.  NHS tutors are also available.  These are upperclassmen who have volunteered to help students who may need some extra help.  If your student would benefit from a tutor, please send them to the Counseling office to pick up a tutor form.  
FROM THE FRESHMEN COUNSELOR: Ms. Sarah Block

Understanding Your EXPLORE Score Report
All freshmen students took the EXPLORE test on October 17 and will get their results soon. The EXPLORE report gives students information about themselves - their knowledge, skills, interests, plans, and needs - that they can use to plan for their future. The test scores will be explained to the students, helping them identify their strengths and weaknesses in the four tested areas. It also provides each student with information on educational and career plans, as well as suggested courses they may want to take related to specific career fields. Each student will be given a copy of their test scores as well as a guide to understanding the test results to bring home.  There is an excellent website, www.explorestudent.org, that provides additional information about the EXPLORE test.  Check it out.

COCOA AND CRAM

This is an opportunity for students to get some help studying for final exams while enjoying hot chocolate! The event will be held on January 10 from 3:00-4:30 p.m. Teachers and LINK Leaders will be there to help students with study tips, organization and preparing for finals. All freshmen are welcome!
Miscellaneous
I am continuing to meet individually with the freshmen. If your student has not had a meeting with me, please be assured that I will make an appointment as soon as possible.  And please remember that students are free to stop in on their own to see me or to make an appointment.  If you feel that I need to meet with your student right away please contact me. My initial meeting is to introduce myself, meet each student, and explain the Counseling Department services.  I also speak with the students about the importance of keeping grades up and encourage them to get involved here at Saint Viator.  I am enjoying getting to know each student and will always be available to help with any problems your child may have.

The end of the semester will soon be upon us.  Students will have semester exams in each of their classes, and I always suggest that students prepare well in advance for these exams.  Organizing their notes and other materials right now will help them study when it gets closer to exam time.  Students should also ask teachers how best to prepare for their respective exams.  Please continue to contact me by phone or e-mail if you have questions or concerns about your student.

Sophomore Parent Night

Wednesday, December 13, 2007

7:00 p.m.
Jeuck Auditorium

Understanding your student’s PLAN results
MORE IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:
November 21 – 23 – Thanksgiving Break

December 13_ Sophomore Parent Night at 7:00 pm

December 24 – January 6 – Christmas Break

January 10- Freshman Cocoa and Cram

January 16, 17, & 18 – Final Exams

January 21 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – No School

January 28 – February 1 – Catholic Schools Week

February 13 – Freshman Parent/Counselor Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

February 18 – Presidents’ Day – No School

February 27 – February 29 – Registration for classes for the 2008-2009 school year

March 14 – Third Quarter Ends

