Current News Commentary (CNC)

Commentary means your personal opinion, response, reaction, or reflection about a specific topic. When you write commentary, you are “commenting” on current events. Synonyms for commentary include analysis, interpretation, insight, evaluation, and discussion.

Directions:

Choose a current event article from a major newspaper (Washington Post, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Christian Science Monitor), news magazine (Time, Newsweek, US News & World Report, The Economist), or from a reputable online source (www.washingtonpost.com, www.nytimes.com, www.csmonitor.com). Your article must deal with an issue of national or international importance. 
Read the article several times, checking for understanding.

Note the main idea. Look for bias, fallacies, and point of view. Consider your own ideas about the subject.

List any vocabulary you do not understand.

Write a commentary on the article, to include the following:

Opening Paragraph: Identify the source of your article (name of newspaper or magazine, author, title, and date), introduce the main idea. Proceed to summarize the important facts of the article.

Body Paragraph(s):  Identify an essential question which relates to the article. State your opinion about that essential question and support your opinion with facts from within or outside of the article. This is where you demonstrate your skills at analysis, interpretation and insight.

Concluding Paragraph: Summarize your main points. Offer insights about how this relates to other world/national/local concerns, or offer a ‘call to action’. Include two specific unanswered questions. These can be either something the writer left unanswered, or possibly a question that you would like to explore in more detail.

You must attach a copy of the article to your commentary!

Finally, provide a bibliographical entry for the article in proper format.

Due Dates:

1st semester: 
9/22, 10/24, 12/8, 1/9
2nd semester:
2/11, 3/25, 4/17, 5/19
Format for CNC write-up

Name: 








Day/Period: 

Source: 

Topic Summary: 

Bias: 

Thesis: 

Important Points: 

Essential Question: 

My Opinion: 

2 Unanswered Questions: 

Name: 





Day/Period: 




Grade: 
/20 *.5=    /10
	
	Excellent
	Good
	Meets standard
	Poor
	Substandard

	Summary

(5 points)


	Contains a detailed, sophisticated discussion of key issues and ideas. Is completely written in the student’s own words 5pts
	Contains a complete discussion of all issues and ideas. Is completely written in the student’s own words.  May lack a degree of nuance or sophistication. 4pts
	Addresses all issues in the article, but may misinterpret an issue in a minor way.  Contains a small amount of direct quotation. 3pts
	Ignores one or more key issues in the article. Has significant sections that are directly copied from the article. No article attached. 2pts
	Missing or simply is totally copied from the article. 1pt

	Commentary

(10 points)
	A detailed, thorough, and sophisticated analysis of the issues raised in the article.  Clearly ties the article to course content. Presents an opinion that is intelligent, sophisticated, and backed-up by an abundance of facts. 10pts  
	A complete analysis of both sides of the issue.  Links article to an issue in class.  Presents an opinion that is complete, but either has minor logical gaps, or needs more evidence to persuade the reader. 8pts 
	Contains an opinion statement that is direct (“I agree with the article’), but not well supported. Presents evidence, but is not particularly convincing or thorough. Demonstrates a lack of solid logic. 6pts
	Student does not go beyond simply agreeing or disagreeing. Evidence is either missing or totally inappropriate and/or illogical. Does not list two unanswered questions. 4pts
	Missing or completely illogical. 2pts

	Oral Presentation

(5 points) – OPTIONAL for BONUS points
	Clear speaking voice Consistent eye contact. Thorough coverage of the key issues. Is able to answer teacher or student posed question with great detail. 5pts
	Clear speaking voice. Eye contact is generally consistent. Covers all issues.  Can answer basic questions, but may struggle on more challenging issues. 4pts
	Voice occasionally unclear.  May need to repeat once or twice. Eye contact sporadic.  Can answer basic questions, but is unable to address more detailed analytical questions. 3pts
	Voice is usually too soft to be easily heard. Must repeat several times. Eye contact lacking. Must be assisted to answer question. Does not seem to grasp the details of the article. Listed no vocabulary. 2pts
	Student does not make oral presentation. 0 pt

	Mechanics/MLA

(5 points)
	No spelling or grammar errors. Uses correct MLA format. Is legible and professional. 5pts
	A few minor or insignificant grammar or spelling errors.  Is in correct MLA format.  Is legible and professional 4pts
	Several minor or one major grammar or spelling errors.  MLA error is minor. Is legible and professional. 3pts
	Multiple grammar or spelling errors that interfere with comprehension. Major MLA error. Illegible and/or unprofessional in format. 2pts
	Unacceptably messy and/or unprofessional.  Illegible and incomprehensible. 1pt


