Current Events

As a student enrolled in AP US Government & Politics for 2008-2009, you are required to complete the following monthly assignment. The assignment will count as 20% of your grade. 
A current events quiz worth 25 points will be given during the first week of each month.  This is not an assignment you can leave until the last week of each month. You will be quizzed on events from the entire month.

Current Events Story (25 points)
1.  Choose one major political news story from each month.

2.  Find a news article about the story and one editorial about the story.

3.  Write a summary of the event and explain why you believe it is the most important story of the month.   

a. The summary must be no less than one paragraph and must be typed in 12-point font, and submitted on turnitin.com. 
b. If I can’t access the news article and editorial, you’ll need to bring it to class on the due date.
This MUST be a political news story.  


Some hints for this assignment:
1. Watch political shows like Meet the Press, Hardball, the Situation Room, or The Daily Show. Watch at least 3 times per week.
2.  Read the front section and the political columnists in major nationally known newspapers such as The New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, or USA Today. (These are all available free online if you register.)  Read at least 3 times per week.

3.  Read weekly news magazines such as Time, Newsweek, or US News and World Report.  (These are available in the library)

4.  Focus on the following national political issues:
                - The candidates for the Republican and Democratic parties
                - The War on Terror
                - The environment
                - The war in place/country/region - Iraq
                - Political scandals and controversies

                - Immigration policy
New story due dates/quiz dates:
· September story/quiz – Oct. 1

· October story/quiz – Nov. 3
· November story/quiz – Dec. 2

· December story/quiz – Jan. 6
· February story/quiz – March 3

· March story/quiz – April 8
· April story/quiz – May 6

· May story/quiz – June 2 


















