AP Government and Politics

Summer Reading Assignment – The Way to Win
Due – The first day of classes

Read the entire assignment carefully before you begin reading the book. This is not an assignment that you can throw together the day before it’s due. Part of the assignment involves following political news about the election campaign this summer. Get used to doing so since knowing current political news will be extremely helpful in this class.  

The upcoming presidential election will be the first open election with no incumbent president or vice-presidential candidate on the ballot for the first time since 1952.  For the first three months of the course, we will observe and discuss the race for the White House and see what we can learn about the American political system by observing how the campaign plays out. To get a start, the summer reading is The Way to Win: Taking the White House in 2008 by Mark Halperin & John F. Harris. They analyze the successes of Bill Clinton for the Democrats and of George W. Bush & Karl Rove for the Republicans. They also look at why Al Gore & John Kerry were unsuccessful. Karl Rove himself said of this book, “[T]he book is an excellent analysis of how the Internet, cable TV, talk radio and the accelerating news cycle are changing the modern presidential campaign. If you want to understand what’s going on in this contest-the new forces, players, tools and pressures-Halperin & Harris explain it all.”

Unfortunately, this book is not yet out in paperback. Bookstores probably won’t have many copies in stock, although they can order it for you. I recommend that you order a copy from Amazon where you can save about $10 on a new copy and close to $20 on a used copy. Once you have purchased the book, read it, paying special attention to the advice or “trade secrets” that the authors have for political candidates. It is possible to skip the following sections and still absorb what I would I like you to learn from the book: pgs 109-119, 137-155, 183-203, 212-215, 262-266, and 327-394.

These are the tasks you will need to complete and submit on the first day of classes.

1) Pick six of the lessons, or what the authors term “trade secrets” for political success (or how to avoid political failure) that Halperin & Harris include and summarize those lessons in your own words.  Include examples from the book and/or from current events. They spell out their lessons very clearly and even provide lists of their advice. Just pick the ones that you think are most important or interesting. Pick your lessons from different sections of the book: some from Clinton, some from Bush/Rove, and some from what Gore and Kerry did wrong. This section should be six paragraphs – totaling about two or three typed, double-spaced pages.  

2) Pick either of the major-party candidates for the 2008 presidential election. Follow that person’s campaign over the summer and then, while making connections to the Halperin & Harris book, write up your own analysis of what is going right or wrong for this candidate. Analyze whether or not he is successfully following the lessons from The Way to Win. Give specific examples from what has gone on this summer. You can also contrast the campaign of your candidate with the opposition. If you want to, you can also reflect back on the campaign for the nomination and analyze your candidate’s actions in winning the nomination fight. You should be in the habit of following the news either from TV or the newspaper. You can also follow the news online. Check out http://news.google.com for stories on your chosen candidate. This section should be about two or three typed, double-spaced pages.  

If you have any questions over the summer about your project, feel free to email me at csmith@shsd.org 
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	MUST USE TURNITIN.COM 
	Possible Points
	Your Points

	You have picked 6 separate lessons and summarized them in your own words. Your summary demonstrates your understanding of the lesson and why this is valuable advice for a politician.
	24
	

	You give examples from the book or current events for each lesson.
	12
	

	You have analyzed one of the major presidential candidate’s campaigns over the summer for successes and failures and whether or not the candidate is following the lessons from this book. You give specific examples to support your generalizations. Your analysis demonstrates your understanding of the points from the book as well as your ability to apply what you have learned to today’s political news.
	54
	

	Language Mechanics: You should have no spelling, grammar, or punctuation errors. There should be no problems with sentence structure and you should use appropriate language for a formal essay. 
	10
	

	TOTAL
	100
	


