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Department:



Social Studies

Name of Course


AP US Government & Politics 

Length:



One Year

Number of meetings a week:  
5

NJ Core Curriculum Standards:
6.1
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their understanding of civics, history, geography, and economics.

6.2 
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities, and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.

6.4 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of US and New Jersey history in order to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.

6.5 
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.

6.6
All students will apply knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.

Course Objectives:
A. To understand the essence of American government and politics.

B. To develop an understanding of what it means to be an American.

C. To analyze the role and importance of the “citizen” in government and politics.

D. To explain the reasons behind the way the government was established.

E. To analyze the similarities and differences, and the reasons behind them, between the founders’ conception of American government and the way it has actually evolved.

F. To explain the development, and workings, of processes that select national officials.

G. To compare and contrast significant presidential elections.

H. To understand the role of, and obtain experience in, data analysis.

I. To utilize charts, graphs, and statistical tools in the study of government and politics.

J. To prepare for the Advanced Placement US Government & Politics Exam.

Course Outline:
Unit 1 – “Constitutional Underpinnings” explores the development of the American system of government, with emphasis on the Constitution and the concept of federalism.

Unit 2 – “Public Opinion & Political Participation” explores the role of public opinion and beliefs, as well as citizen participation (behaviors) in the political process.

Unit 3 – “Parties & Elections, Interest Groups & Media” investigates the growth of political parties, examines elections and their impact, investigates the development of interest groups and examines the role of the media in the political process.

Unit 4 – “Institutions of National Government - Part I: Congress & President” examines the development, role, powers, and interaction of these two branches.

Unit 5 – “Institutions of National Government - Part II: Bureaucracy & Judiciary” traces the growth of federal bureaucracy & examines the development, power, & impact of federal courts.

Unit 6 – “Public Policy Making” investigates the process of policymaking and explores the interactions between the various “players.”

Unit 7 – “Civil Rights and Civil Liberties” explores the meaning of our rights and liberties, and considers the growth of various (civil) rights movements.

Minimum Requirements:
A. Successful completion of all units and assignments.

B. Class participation and interaction with fellow scholars.

C. Maintenance of current events

D. Participation in class simulations and projects.

E. Completion of one research paper.

F. To prepare for and take the AP Exam.

Course Materials:

Text:








Title:  

American Government, 8th ed.




Author: 
James Q. Wilson






Publisher: 
D.C. Heath and Company




Edition: 
2001



ISBN:

0-618-04359-4






Readers:


Title:
Readings in the American Polity, 3rd ed.
Title: 
American Government: Annual Editions

Author:
Ann G. Serow, ed.


Author:
Bruce Stinebrickner, ed.


Pub:
Lanahan Publishers, Inc.


Pub:
McGraw-Hill


Edition:
2003




Date: 
2007 


ISBN:
0-930398-03-4



ISBN:
0-07-351599-X


Title:
Federalist Papers


Title: 
The Way to Win: Taking the White House 

Author:
Clinton Rossiter, ed.


Author:
Mark Halperin


Pub:
Signet (Penguin)



Pub:
Random House


Edition:
2003




Date: 
2006 


ISBN:
0-451-52881-6



ISBN:
1-400064-47-3

Additional readings to be assigned from sources such as Time, New York Times, The Economist, 
National Review, Nation, Wall Street Journal, US News & World Report, Washington Post Weekly and 
other current publications.
Videos:

All The King’s Men

Citizen Kane


Outfoxed

Lord of the Flies


Control Room


The Candidate

Twelve Angry Men

The War Room


Fahrenheit 911


The Manchurian Candidate
Power Game


All the President’s Men

Law and Order


Fahrenhype 911


Unprecedented: 2001
Syllabus:

1st MARKING PERIOD


9/4-9/5

Introduction



Topics: Review expectations, note-taking strategies, vocabulary, etc.




Putnam, Bowling Alone





Halperin, The Way to Win




Activities: 
discussion and writing check






summer reading discussion and essay on The Way to Win 


9/8-9/12
Power and Democracy 




Topics: What is Power, and who has it; Theories of Democracy 





<Wilson 1> 





Mills, The Power Elite




Madison, Federalist 10



Activities: 
discussions 






student multimedia presentation on “Power in America”






writing assignment on Federalist 10 and applications


9/15-9/26
Framers and the Constitution; Federalism 




Topics: What were they thinking; Separation of Powers; Checks & Balances 





<Wilson 2>




Hoftsadter, The American Political Tradition





Madison, Federalist 51



Topics: Federalism; Federalist Papers; Economic Importance




<Wilson 3> 





Madison, Federalist 39




Madison, Federalist 46




Elazar, American Federalism




US vs. Lopez



Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on Federalist Papers

student projects on “federalism in action”: PowerPoint  


presentations to class, must use charts and figures

student reaction paper to Lopez and its ramifications/extensions


9/29-10/10
Public Opinion and Participation




Topics: Beliefs we hold; How do we learn; Nature and Sources of Opinion




<Wilson 5> 





Lippmann, The Phantom Public




Key, Public Opinion and American Democracy




Koh, On America’s Double Standard (10/04)




Economist, Hands Off our Homes (8/05)



Topics: The ways we vote and otherwise participate in politics




<Wilson 6>




Activities: 
discussions






current events paper, bringing in polling information
cross-curricular project (with AP Statistics class) on polling 






free-response writing assignment analyzing voting patterns


10-13-10/17
Political Parties 



Topics: Functions; Organization; Development




<Wilson 7>





Burnham, Critical Elections





Broder, The Party’s Over




Hacker& Pierson, The Center No Longer Holds (11/05)





Slivinski, The Grand Old Spending Party (7/05)




Activities: 
discussions of election season






viewings of the debates (presidential and vp), with analysis






guest speakers from each of the major parties (chapters)






free-response writing assignment on Federalist Papers

student project: create a tri-fold pamphlet for a 3rd party






student reaction paper to Critical Elections


10/20-10/24
Elections and Campaigns 




Topics: Effects on the political process; Electoral laws and systems




<Wilson 8> 





Jamieson, Dirty Politics






Murphy, Who Should Redistrict? (10/05)





Nadler, A Dent That Counts (12/04)





Hayward, Vote or Else (3/05)




Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on Federalist Papers

student projects on Election 2008 

(requires charts, debate analysis, presentation of platforms, written components, and a persuasive speech)






student-run school “debate” featuring McCain and Obama






examination of campaign finance laws & charts of spending



10/27-10/31
Interest Groups 




Topics: Range of interests represented; Activities; Effects, Role of PACs




<Wilson 9> 





deToqueville, Democracy in America





Schattschneider, The Semisovereign People




Birnbaum, The Lobbyists




Balz and Brownstein, Storming the Gates




Economist, A Hotline to Heaven (12/04)





Steorts, Sugar Daddies (7/05)




Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on Democracy

student projects on Election 2008 

(requires charts, debate analysis, presentation of platforms, written components, and a persuasive speech)






student reports on various PACs, activities, and impact






examination of interest group spending charts and graphs


11/3-11/5
ELECTION PROJECTS/presentations
 




Activity:
student projects on Election 2008 

(requires charts, debate analysis, presentation of platforms, written components, and a persuasive speech)


2nd MARKING PERIOD


11/10-11/14
Political Participation 




Topics: Factors that influences citizens to differ




<Wilson 6>





Piven & Cloward, Why Americans Still Don’t Vote



Culture and Equality 




Topics: Inherent Differences in Equality; The World Around Us




<Wilson 4> 





West, Race Matters




Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on Race Matters






analysis of election (and participation numbers)






students interview 20 eligible voters each to gather data to 







analyze as a class






examine participation graphs (contrast with other elections)






charts on incumbency


11/17-11/26
Media 




Topics: Functions and structures; Impact on politics




<Wilson 10> 





Graham, Personal History 





Sabato, Feeding Frenzy




Kurtz, Spin Cycle




Alterman, Bush’s War on the Press (5/05)





Blitz, The Media We Deserve (Spring 05)




Activities: 
discussions






research on use of media in Election 2008 (current articles)






students , in small groups, will “run” a candidate – create 

person, platform, media campaign, etc. – in a state-wide election (students at six other schools will vote and mail back returns to me)






analyze & evaluate voter trends/comments (from our election) 


12/1-12/17
Congress 




Topics: Major formal and informal arrangements; Rights and Responsibilities




<Wilson 11> 





Vigil, Hispanics in Congress





Burrell, A Woman’s Place is in the House




Price, The Congressional Experience




Crowley, Learning from Newt (1/05)





Nichols, Being Like Bernie (8/05)




Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on 1994 Congressional Elections





analysis of Article I (groups will present in various clauses)






charts on spending/appropriations






Fantasy Congress – make your own committees!






Current events paper






interview/fishbowl with guest speaker (Rep. Ferguson)






examine participation graphs (contrast with other elections)






mock Congress (in preparation for Harvard Model Congress)


12/18-1/15
President 




Topics: Major formal and informal arrangements; Rights and Responsibilities




<Wilson 12> 





Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents




Schlesinger, The Imperial Presidency




Califano, Governing America




Rozen, He’s Done (12/05)





Rothkopf, Inside the Committee That Runs the World (3/05)



Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on presidency





students will choose a president, and present evaluation of him, 







based on Article II and time & place in which he served 


1/16-1/23
MIDTERM EXAMS
3rd MARKING PERIOD


1/26-2/6
Bureaucracy 

Topics: Major formal and informal arrangements; Rights and Responsibilities; Links between other institutions; Balances of Power





<Wilson 13>  



Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on 1994 Congressional Elections

2/9-2/25
Judiciary 

Topics: Major formal and informal arrangements; Rights and Responsibilities; Links between other institutions; Balances of power




<Wilson 14> 





Hamilton, Federalist 78




O’Brien, Storm Center 





Irons, Brennan vs. Rehnquist 





Munro, Future Shock Awaiting the Court 10/05)





Yalof, Pursuit of Justices



Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on Federalist 78






analysis of Article III (present cases from last 2 sessions)






visit to Federal Court House to meet with Judge Galloway






reaction paper to field trip and meeting 






student presentations on the justices of the past 40 years


2/26-3/13
Political Processes 

Topics: Policymaking in a federal system; Formation of Policy Agenda; Role of institutions in the enactment




<Wilson 15> 





Patterson, The White House Staff




Reich, Locked in the Cabinet




May, When Government Writes History (5/05)





Heclo, A Government of Strangers




Krugman, The Tax-Cut Con (9/03)





Barcott, Changing All the Rules (4/04)




Activities: 
discussions






Title IX examination (readings, graphs, and current examples)






student (group) reports on Cabinet departments (w/ specifics)






charts on federal spending


3/16-3/27
Political Processes 




Topics: Role of bureaucracy & courts




<Wilson 16> 





Guinier, The Tyranny of the Majority




Nader, How to Curb Corporate Power (10/05)





Baumann, Our Fractious Foreign Policy Debate (Fall 04)



Topics: Links between policy processes and others




<Wilson 17>




Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on Tyranny





analyze entitlement programs & impact on government’s role






examine graphs on bureaucracy size (contrast with other times)






student project to “re-shape/consolidate/expand” government

4th MARKING PERIOD


4/6-4/22
Civil Liberties & Civil Rights




Topic: Judicial Interpretations




<Wilson 18>





Cose, The Rage of a Privileged Class





Taylor, Affirmative Action at Work




Lewis, Gideon’s Trumpet



Topic: Impact of the 14th Amendment on development




<Wilson 19> 





DeGrazia, Girls Lean Back Everywhere




Campbell & Davidson, Gay and Lesbian Issues in the Congressional Arena




Activities: 
discussions






free-response writing assignment on cl/cr problems today





interview/fishbowl with ACLU chapter president






examine data on cases and infringements






presentations on key cases regarding civil liberties & rights


4/23-4/29
PRESENTATIONS on SUPREME COURT CASES




US vs. Morrison (2000)


Buckley vs. Valeo (1976)

Bush vs. Gore (2000)


Baker vs. Carr (1962)

Wesberry vs. Sanders (1964)


Shaw vs. Reno (1993)

US Term Limits, Inc. vs. Thornton (1995)
Clinton vs. New York City (1998)

US vs. Nixon (1973)


Engel vs. Vitale (1962)


Lemon vs. Kurtzman (1971)


Wallace vs. Jaffree (1985)

Zelman vs. Simmons-Harris (2002)

Westside vs. Mergens (1990) 

Santa Fe vs. Doe (2000)


McCreary vs. ACLU (2005)

Tinker vs. Des Moines (1969)

New York Times vs. US (1971)

Miller vs. California (1973)


Bethel vs. Fraser (1986)

Hazelwood vs. Kuhlmeier (1988)

Texas vs. Johnson (1989)

Reno vs. ACLU (1997)


Boy Scouts vs. Dale (2000)

Mapp vs. Ohio (1961)


Furman vs. Georgia (1972)

Gregg vs. Georgia (1976)


New Jersey vs. TLO (1985)

Brown vs. Board (1954)


Regents vs. Bakke (1978)

Lawrence vs. Texas (2003)


Grutter vs. Bollinger (2003) 

Gratz vs. Bollinger (2003) 


Griswold vs. Connecticut (1965)

Reed vs. Reed (1971)


Roe vs. Wade (1973)

Planned Parenthood vs. Casey (1992)

Cruzan vs. Missouri (1990)

Bob Jones University vs. US (1983)

Garcia vs. San Antonio MTA (1985)

Lau vs. Nichols (1974)


San Antonio ISD vs. Rodriguez (1972)
Webster vs. Reproductive Health Services (1989)


4/30-5/5
REVIEW FOR EXAM


Post-Exam
PROJECT 

CS: cs

BERNARDS HIGH SCHOOL

Bernardsville, New Jersey

Course Description and Proficiencies
Rev.  
9/08
1.
Course title:


AP US Government & Politics

2.  
Credits toward graduation:
5

3.
Length of course:  

Full year

4.
Periods scheduled per week:
5

NJ Core Curriculum Standards:
6.1
All students will utilize historical thinking, problem solving, and research skills to maximize their understanding of civics, history, geography, and economics.

6.2 
All students will know, understand and appreciate the values and principles of American democracy and the rights, responsibilities, and roles of a citizen in the nation and the world.

6.4 
All students will demonstrate knowledge of US and New Jersey history in order to understand life and events in the past and how they relate to the present and future.

6.5 
All students will acquire an understanding of key economic principles.

6.6
All students will apply knowledge of spatial relationships and other geographic skills to understand human behavior in relation to the physical and cultural environment.

Summary of course:

The Advanced Placement course in US Government & Politics is designed to give students a critical perspective on politics and government, and is the equivalent of a college-level introductory course in American government. Students will study general concepts used to interpret US politics and analyze specific case studies, in order to gain familiarity with the various institutions, constituencies, beliefs, and ideas that constitute our political reality. 

Students will be expected to have knowledge of current political events, and their history. It is essential that some class time be spent reviewing this information as it unfolds in the news. Students will read newspapers, listen to news radio, and watch news programs to learn about the issues, people, and events that are part of modern politics. In order to provide hands-on learning and experience working with data, the students will conduct poll research, simulate congressional budget hearings and meetings, debate current events and constitutional amendments, as well as work on group and individual research projects. 

Students will employ critical thinking skills throughout the course. These will include interpretation of data in the form of charts, graphs, and statistical information, as well as multiple opportunities to write directed essays and position papers. There will be an emphasis on our system today, and how and why it got that way. At the conclusion of the course, students will take the Advanced Placement Examination.

Proficiencies developed within this course:
A. Analyze statistics, charts, and other presentations relating to US government & politics.

B. Trace the roots of our government embodied in the Constitution.

C. Evaluate the factors that make American government and politics unique.

D. Analyze patterns of political processes and behavior, and the consequences.

E. Analyze the reasons behind the development of political parties and interest groups.

F. Evaluate the impact of media on American politics, particularly political behavior.

G. Outline the governmental structure established in the Constitution.

H. Analyze the interrelationships among the major branches of the federal government.

I. Describe the processes by which public policy is made within the federal system.

J. Outline the Bill of Rights, explaining why each was included and current relevance.

K. Synthesize the origins of the civil rights movements and the impact of civil liberties in the US today.

Students will be assessed in the following manner:

A. Teacher made tests, both objective and free response. 

B. Vocabulary quizzes. 
C. Participation in discussions and other activities, as well as current events quizzes. 

D. Unit work, including required assignments, papers, and projects. 

E. Mid-term exam. (counts as 1/9 of the final grade for the course)
Mastery level to receive credit for this course.
Students must obtain an average grade of "D" or better on the composite of all tests and
evaluations used to measure the above listed proficiencies.  The following system will be used:

	97
	-
	100
	=
	A+

	93
	-
	 96
	=
	A

	90
	-
	 92
	=
	A-

	87
	-
	 89
	=
	B+

	83
	-
	 86
	=
	B

	80
	-
	 82
	=
	B-

	77
	-
	 79
	=
	C+

	73
	-
	 76
	=
	C

	70
	-
	 72
	=
	C-

	67
	-
	 69
	=
	D+

	63
	-
	 66
	=
	D

	60
	-
	 62
	=
	D-

	  0
	-
	 59
	=
	F


The Bernards High School Attendance Policy requires students to attend class every time it is scheduled, unless the student is excused by an administrator. A student will not be granted credit in a course whenever any of the following attendance limits are exceeded in the course (*note that tardies to class are equal to .5 absences from that course):
	Length of Course
	# of Credits
	#

Absences
	#

Cuts

	Full Year
	8
	26
	2

	Full Year
	7
	22
	2

	Full Year
	6
	19
	2

	Full Year
	5
	16
	2

	Full Year
	4
	13
	2

	Semester
	2.5
	8
	1

	Semester
	2
	6
	1

	Quarter
	1.25
	5
	1

	Quarter
	1
	5
	1


Note:
For students who enroll in a course after the initial class meeting, the number of absences and 


tardies will be pro-rated from the date of entry.  Refer to the Parent-Student Handbook for the full


Attendance Policy. Regardless of reason for absence, students are responsible for completing missed work promptly.
Program
Programs are evaluated annually by staff members using student achievement standardized tests (if appropriate and available), and their own professional judgment as a basis of evaluation.

CS: cs

