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AR-The accelerated reader (AR) program is a reading program designed to promote the students' enthusiasm for reading and help them to build their reading comprehension skills. AR books are marked with different colored dots which show the different reading levels.  When the students go to the library, they can look at the dots to choose an ability appropriate book.  After the student finishes reading an AR book, they can take an AR test on our computers.  The AR test is a set of comprehension questions based on the book that was read.  
Arrival-Our school doors open at 7:00 AM.  Breakfast is available in the cafeteria from 7:05 – 7:35 AM. The first bell rings at 7:30 and the tardy bell rings at 7:50.  If your student arrives before 7:30, he/she must report to the gym or the cafeteria until the bell. If a student is not in his/her seat by 7:50, he/she must go to the office to get a tardy slip.

Assessment-We use a lot of different types of assessment to insure content knowledge. We don daily math minutes, in-class checks, homework checks, pop quizzes, and weekly quizzes. 
Attendance & Absences- Regular school attendance is essential for your student to make the most of his/her education.  Please make every effort to have your student at school everyday.  Excessive absences hinder a student’s progress.  If your student is absent, you must send a note to the school secretary upon their return.  Please include your child’s name, date of absence, and the reason for the absence.  These notes are kept in the student’s permanent folder in the office.  
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Backpacks-Your child’s backpack should be big enough to bring home folders, notes, projects, and books to and from school.  Backpacks should be able to fit into your student’s locker. Backpacks are not allowed in the classroom. Please note that backpacks with wheels do not usually fit into our lockers. 
 Behavior Management Plan-Our behavior management plan is laid out in an agreement sent home called “Bear Hall Behavior Management Program.” If you have additional questions, please contact Mr. Crabtree, Mrs. Blair, or Mrs. Worley. 
Benchmarks-Benchmarks are the standards set by the Johnson City School System. They are aligned with the Tennessee State Standards. Each nine weeks, students will be administered a Benchmark exam in mathematics. The benchmark tests are used to assess the students learning of the concepts required to be taught to every 6th grader in the Johnson City School system.

Birthdays-Birthdays are very important to children.  If you would like to bring in a snack for the class to celebrate your child’s birthday, please let us know as early as possible.  In order to avoid hurt feelings, I ask that birthday invitations be passed out at school only if everyone in the class is invited.  

Breakfast-Breakfast is served from 7:05-7:35 AM each morning. Breakfast is offered to all students at a cost of $1.25, unless your student is on a free or reduced program. (In order to be considered for the free/reduced lunch program, please see your child’s homebase teacher for the correct form.) 
Bus-Students living in the Johnson City school district may ride the bus to and from school.  If you are unsure of the bus that your student rides, please check in the office or contact the Johnson City transit system at 929-7119.  
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Calendar-A weekly calendar of learning concepts and homework assignments will be posted on my website (http://www.quia.com/pages/joecrabtree.html). This is a great way for parents to keep up with what is going on in class. Also, I keep a calendar of events on the website for other school-related activities. 
Classroom Website-We have our own class webpage.  You can access the webpage directly by going to http://www.quia.com/pages/joecrabtree.html or by going to the Indian Trail website (http://www.jcschools.org), clicking on “Teacher Websites,” and then clicking on “Joe Crabtree.”  
Clinic - Our clinic is located in the office and is run by a full-time school nurse.  Your child may visit the clinic if he/she is injured while playing or feels ill.  Please fill out the information card in the first day packet and return to school so the staff (and me) will know where you can be reached at all times.  If your child needs to take medication during the day, you will need to take the medicine to the clinic and complete a medical administration form.  The medicine will be kept in the clinic and your child will be allowed to go to the clinic at the appropriate times for their dosage.
Clothing-Please insure your child dresses in comfortable clothing that is appropriate for school.  We will go outside every day for team time, weather permitting, of course.  Be sure your student dresses appropriately for the weather.  Please refer to the dress code, located in your student’s Time Tracker. Any student not following the dress code will be asked to change. 
Communication- Communication between home and school is very important.  I will update my website weekly, which will contain a “parent section” for you to access. Also, I will send home notes in your child’s Time Tracker when necessary. Since I will be checking your child’s Time Tracer, please feel free to drop me a note there. Of course, if you need to talk to me at any time, please call the school at 610-6000 or email me at crabtreej@jcschools.org.  I will get back with you as soon as I can (within a 24 hour period.)
Computers-We have student computers in our classroom.  All of the computers have Internet access and are equipped with filtering software that allows students to access child-safe sites.  Your child will be taught the proper way to use a computer and then taught to use the educational software in our classroom.  Also, at times throughout the year, we will use the school’s computer lab for research, review, and exploration in math and science. All students who wish to access the computers at the school must have a signed copy of the Johnson City School’s Computer Usage Agreement. This is sent home during the first days of school. 
Conferences- Parent conferences will be scheduled in the fall and spring.  If you feel the need to contact me at any time, please call the school, send a note, or email me to make arrangements for scheduling additional conferences.  
Curriculum – I teach the curriculum for 6th grade mathematics required by the Department of Education for the State of Tennessee.  These curriculum standards may be found at the Tennessee Department of Education’s website:  http://www.state.tn.us/education/ci/standards/index.php
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 Dismissal-Dismissal is at 2:50 P.M.  Car riders MUST be picked up at the back of the school!  Bus riders will be dismissed promptly so they will not miss the bus. If you are unsure of what bus your child rides, please contact the Johnson City Transit at 929-7119.
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Email-You may send me email at crabtreej@jcschools.org. I check email sporadically throughout the day. I will return your email within 24 hours, if possible. 

Emergencies-You will be contacted if your child is injured at school.  We also have a school plan in case of fires, tornados or intruders.  It is very important you give me a complete list of phone numbers where you can be reached, and the names of others who you would like for me to call if I cannot reach you.  We have a fire drill once each month.  The children will know exactly what to do in case of a real emergency.
Enrichment-For students who need some extra challenging activities in mathematics, they will be encouraged to complete the enrichment activities. These activities tend to be higher level thinking skills that center on the concepts being taught that week. Students who complete the enrichment will receive extra credit in their homework average. 
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Essential Question–Each day I post an essential question on the board for each subject that the children must answer as they leave at the end of the class.  The question is a higher order thinking question and is related to a topic that we are studying in class.  Correctly answering this question is their “ticket out the door” at the end of the day.  All essential questions will also be posted on my class website.  
Fees:  School fees are $25.00 (or fee waiver form).  These fees cover some of your child’s supplies that will be used in the classroom. 

Field Trips-We take several educational field trips during the year.  A permission slip will be required anytime that we will be taking a bus for a field trip.  We must receive this permission slip from you for your child to be allowed to go with the class.  Parents are welcome to join us.
Fire Drills-Your child will participate in several fire drills throughout the year.  We will practice the procedures before our first fire drill so that your child will be prepared.
Fund Raisers-Our school participates in several school-sponsored and PTSA fund raisers throughout the year to raise money for various things for our school.  We hope that everyone can participate, but it is certainly not required.
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Grading Scale-A student’s evaluation (grade) is the teacher’s estimate of the student’s progress made as an individual and cannot be appropriately compared to the evaluation of another student. My method of evaluation for math will be laid out in the syllabus. We use a letter grade system. These grades are: A (94-100), B (86-93), C (75-85), D (70-74) and F (Below 70). 
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Homework-Homework is an extension of your child’s learning and studies. In our classes, it is not unusual to be assigned homework Monday through Thursday. I do give some time in class every day to work on or complete the assignments. Any student who does not complete their work in class will have to complete it at home. 
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Illness-Please do not send your child to school if he/she has a temperature.  If your child becomes ill at school, you will be called to come and get your child.  We need at least two working phone numbers at all times in order to contact you in case of illness or emergency.  I know I’ve emphasized this so far, but it is very important that we be able to reach you!
Immunizations-All students must be immunized against certain diseases or must present a statement that the student should not be immunized.  Proof of immunizations must be presented to the school within 30 days of enrollment.  
Internet Projects-We will participate in several Internet projects during the year.  This is another opportunity for the children to apply the skills that they are learning in class with the world in which we live.  Again, please make sure you and your child have signed the Computer Usage Agreement during the first week of school.   
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Just Filling Space-I really could not think of something to place here under the letter “J.” So, here is space filler. Let me just say that I am glad to have you as part of our team this year!
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Keep Up!-You can "keep up" with all class info by checking our websites. Please refer to http://www.jcschools.org/itms/teachersweb.html for links to Mr. Crabtree’s, Mrs. Blair’s and Mrs. Worley’s websites.
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Library-We no longer have a scheduled library time each week.  However, students will be given permission to go to the library during independent study times. All students are allowed to check out up to five books at a time.  Books are checked out for a two weeks at a time.
Lunch–Our lunch time this year will be 10:46 – 11:06. Please make sure your child has lunch money each day or money in their lunch account.  Parents are encouraged to pre-pay their child’s meals by sending a check or money to the cafeteria or by paying online at http://www.myschoolbucks.com.  Please make checks out to Indian Trail Middle School (or ITMS). The cost of lunch is $2.00 unless you are approved for free/reduced lunch.  If you would like to purchase a lunch and eat with your child, the cost is $3.00.  You are welcome to come and eat anytime with your child.  (Remember: If you do come to eat lunch with your child, be sure to check in and get a visitor’s pass in the office!)
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Math-Our math program is differentiated to match each learner’s developmental level.  The program is hands-on, meaning your child will use manipulatives to help them master the skills being taught.  Direct instruction is often followed by center-based activities in which children participate as a cooperative group or with a partner. We use the district approved math text to teach our students the state-required math skill curriculum.  I also use Everyday Math, which is a mostly hands-on approach that develops problem-solving skills.  Math homework relates to what we are learning in class.  Completing this homework will strengthen the skills we are learning in class.
Medication–If your child needs medication during the school day, please complete the appropriate form that was sent home in the first day packet.  This form and original packaging of medicine should be given to our school nurse. Please let me know when your child needs their medication so that I can be sure to send them to the office. 
Multiplication-I believe that it is extremely important for each student to be fluent in their multiplication fact 1-12. For this reason, we will spend the first nine weeks mastering our multiplication facts. Students will be administered daily one-minute multiplication tests. In order to move on to the next level, students must make 100% on the minute test. Once he/she has completed all 12 tests, he/she will then complete a 3-minute, 100-problem test. The final multiplication test will count as a quiz grade!  
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Newsletter-Instead of a weekly newsletter, I typically will put news and information about our classes on my website. If you are unable to access the internet from your home or work, please let me know, and I will make sure you get a copy of all the news I place on the website!
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Open House-Our Open House will be held during the first few weeks of school.  At Open House, you will be given the chance to visit our classroom.  You will learn techniques on how to help your child at home, as well as the fun stuff we do all day.  
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PTSA (Parent-Teacher-Student Association)-All parents and students are encouraged to join the school’s PTSA.  Indian Trail’s PTSA is very active and is a vital part of our school.  They are responsible for funding many new and innovative projects that go on here at ITMS. They are also responsible for the fall fundraising and Mega Party. 
Parties-We may have various classroom/team parties throughout the year.  Our room parent will contact you to help with our celebrations.  
Phone Numbers- The school’s phone number is 423-610-6000. The attendance number is 423-610-6005. Also, if your child is having trouble with their math homework, he/she is more than able to call me at home for some extra help with the assignment. My phone number is 423-794-9357.

Pledge of Allegiance and Moment of Silence-Each morning, we listen to the television announcements on WITMS.  During the morning announcements, students and teachers recite the pledge of allegiance and observe a moment of silence. No student is forced to do this, and we will respect their wishes. 
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Questions-Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s education – both academically and socially!  I will make every effort to meet with you and discuss your concerns.
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Reading-We read all the time in the classroom!  We use the Accelerated Reader program. Students are encouraged to read their AR books when they have spare time after completing their assignments. 
Related Arts Classes-Your child will have one hour per day of a related art class from 1:40-2:50 PM.  Related arts classes include Art, Band, Chorus, Computer, General Music, Gifted Programs, Health/Nutrition, P.E., Orchestra, and Reading.  Your child needs to wear rubber soled shoes (tennis shoes) on P.E. days.  We are very blessed to have a wonderful group of related art teachers at Indian Trail.  
Report Cards-JC Schools operates on a nine-week grading period.  Your child will receive a report card at the end of each nine-week period.  A progress report will be sent home every Monday. Please sign and return it by Tuesday!
Restrooms-We have restrooms on each hallway. Students will be given bathroom/locker breaks throughout the day. I understand that there will be instances when a student needs to go to the bathroom during class. Students who really have a bathroom need will be allowed to go.  

Room Parents-If you would like to be a room parent, please let us know.
Rules-At the beginning of the year, we talk about what procedures we need to have in our room to help things run smoothly.  I encourage the students to help write our classroom procedures and expectations.
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Safety-Your child’s safety is my top priority.  We take every precaution when your child is in our care.  Please send a note with your child or call the school if he/she is to go home a different way.  

Schedule-See my website for this year’s daily schedule.  

School Supplies-A list of basic school supplies was sent out with your letter you received over the summer. There are additional supplies that we need for the classroom. Please see our “Wish List” for the additional supplies.
Snacks-Snacks are an important part of a student’s day.  It gives them the extra boost they need in the afternoon.  Our favorite snacks are healthy snacks!  We love fruit, baby carrots, raisins, pretzels, goldfish crackers, graham crackers, fruit snacks, nuts, etc.  Please try to limit the amount of sweet or chocolate snacks that you send. We do have access to a refrigerator in case your snack needs to be kept cold.  
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Tardies-Students who are not in their seats at 7:50 A.M. are considered late.  These students must go to the office and get a tardy slip.  We are required to keep a record of these.
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Unexcused Absences-We believe attendance to be one of the major determining factors by which a student succeeds or fails in life. For this reason, if a student accumulates five unexcused absences during the school year, the State Department of Education requires that a letter be sent to the parent or guardian by the principal. Also, five or more unexcused absences can result in the student being referred to the juvenile court system.  
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Visitors-When your visit us please make sure that you sign in at the office before you come to the classroom.  Teachers are asked to look for your visitor’s tag when you enter the classroom or are in the hallway.
Volunteers-The best way to get to know our school, make friends, and feel a part of our school is through volunteering.  Please join the PTSA and inquire about volunteering.  


Water Bottles-Students are encouraged to keep a bottle of water in our classrooms. Studies have shown that students who drink water throughout the day tend to perform better in the classroom.  Only water non-carbonated will be allowed in the classroom.  
We Are a Team-Please feel free to come and talk to me any time you have comments, concerns, or questions regarding your child.  I feel it is our job to work together as parent and teacher to help your child have a successful year.

 

eXperiences-We have lots of different experiences in math.  These are fun and eXciting times! Enjoy and eXperience them with your child. 

Yearbook-You will have a chance to purchase a yearbook in the fall.  What better way to capture those middle school years than with an Indian Trail yearbook!  If you take pictures during the school year of activities, I’m sure the yearbook staff would love to have a copy of them!
Yearbook Staff-In middle school, your child has a chance to help create the yearbook for ITMS! It is open to 6th and 7th graders. It is an opportunity for your students to create a memento of the school year that will be treasured by all. There are spot open for photographers, sales, computer editors, section editors, and many more positions for the students! See me for an application!

ZZZZ’s-Your child should get plenty of rest each night.  Middle school students require 8-10 hours of sleep per night.  It is so important for your child to be alert and ready to learn each day.  Set a bedtime and be consistent.    
 

   Mr. Crabtree’s                ‘s at ITMS











