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Apuntes

El imperativo formal

Formas regulares

1.  The imperative (the command form of the verb) is the form of the verb used to tell someone what to do.

2.  To form the formal (Ud. and Uds.) commands, 

· begin with the 1st person singular (yo) form in the present tense

· drop the –o

· add the “opposite” endings 


- ar verbs take –e / -en


- er / - ir verbs take –a / -an

	INFINITIVE
	Yo PRESENT
	Ud. COMMAND
	Uds. COMMAND

	
	
	
	

	hablar
	hablø
	hable Ud.
	hablen Uds.

	leer
	leø
	lea Ud.
	lean Uds.

	abrir
	abrø
	abra Ud.
	abran Uds.


3.  To form the imperative of stem-changing verbs, again begin with the yo form.

	INFINITIVE
	Yo PRESENT
	Ud. COMMAND
	Uds. COMMAND

	
	
	
	

	pensar
	piensø
	piense Ud.
	piensen Uds.

	volver
	vuelvø
	vuelva Ud.
	vuelvan Uds.

	hervir
	hiervø
	hieva Ud.
	hiervan Uds.

	pedir
	pidø
	pida Ud.
	pidan Uds.


4.  Remember the –car / -gar / - zar  verbs from the preterite tense?  These also have spelling changes in the formal commands.  If the –car / -gar / -zar verb is ALSO a stem-changer, take the yo form, but be aware of the spelling change as well.
	INFINITIVE
	Yo PRESENT
	Ud. COMMAND
	Uds. COMMAND

	
	
	
	

	buscar
	buscø
	busque Ud.
	busquen Uds.

	jugar
	juegø
	juegue Ud.
	jueguen Uds.

	empezar
	empiezø
	empiece Ud.
	empiecen Uds.


5.  To make the commands negative, simply place no before the verb.

	prepare Ud.
	no prepare Ud.
	preparen Uds.
	no preparen Uds.

	piensa Ud.
	no piensa Ud.
	piensen Uds.
	no piensen Uds.


6.  A verb that has an irregularity in the yo form in the present tense will keep the same irregularity in the formal command form.
	INFINITIVE
	Yo PRESENT
	Ud. COMMAND
	Uds. COMMAND

	
	
	
	

	hacer
	hagø
	haga Ud.
	hagan Uds.

	poner
	pongø
	ponga Ud.
	pongan Uds.

	salir
	salgø
	salga Ud.
	salgan Uds.

	venir
	vengø
	venga Ud.
	vengan Uds.

	decir
	digø
	diga Ud.
	digan Uds.

	conocer
	conozcø
	conozca Ud.
	conozcan Uds.

	introducir
	introduzcø
	introduzca Ud.
	introduzcan Uds.


7.  There are only FIVE irregular formal command forms

	INFINITIVE
	Yo PRESENT
	Ud. COMMAND

	
	
	

	ir
	vaya Ud.
	vayan Uds.

	ser
	sea Ud.
	sean Uds.

	saber
	sepa Ud.
	sepan Uds.

	estar
	esté Ud.
	estén Uds.

	dar
	dé Ud.
	den Uds.











