Grammar

Verbs

1.  Present Tense

1.1. Regular Verbs
The present tense of regular verbs is formed by dropping the –ar, -er, -ir endings of the infinitive and adding the corresponding endings.  (Subject pronouns are generally omitted in Spanish, unless they are not implied.)

hablar



comer



escribir
    hablo



como



escribo
    hablas



comes



escribes
    habla



come



escribe
    hablamos



comemos



escribimos
    hablan



comen



escriben

1.2  Irregular Verbs

Irregularities are found in the stems of many of the most common verbs in the present tense.  This makes sense when you consider that words used most often have historically evolved the most.

1.2.1.
Verbs that are irregular in the “yo” form only:

a.  - go verbs


caer (to fall)
caigo


salir



salgo

hacer

hago



traer



traigo

poner

pongo


valer (to be worth)
valgo


b.  - others that are irregular in the “yo” form only:


dar


doy

conocer

conozco

estar


estoy 

(don’t forget accent marks on estás, está, están)


saber

sé

1.2.2    Stem-Changing Verbs (Boot Verbs)
· There are four stem-changing possibilities in the present tense:


e>ie 

e>i

o>ue

u>ue

· The second to last vowel takes the change.

· All forms of these verbs change, except the “nosotros” form.

   e>ie


  e>i


o>ue


u>ue
cerrar

   
pedir


poder

jugar
cierro

   
pido


puedo

juego
cierras                   
pides

puedes

juegas
cierra

   
pide


puede

juega
cerramos

  
pedimos

podemos

jugamos
cierran

  
piden

pueden

juegan
Other common stem-changing verbs:
   e>ie


  e>i


o>ue


u>ue
comenzar


freír


acostar(se)

jugar

despertar(se)


reír


contar

empezar


repetir


dormir

mentir



seguir


encontrar

pensar


servir


mostrar

perder



vestir(se)

probar

querer






recordar

referir






volver

sentir(se)

1.2.2    Stem-Changing verbs that are also irregular in the “yo” form 

(go-go boot verbs)

   tener (e>ie)


venir (e>ie)


decir
 (e>i)


tengo



vengo



digo

tienes



vienes



dices

tiene




viene




dice

tenemos



venimos



decimos

tienen



vienen



dicen

