Course Syllabus 2007-2008
Carroll Jazz Band

Course Instructor : Daniel Darrough, darrouda@cisdmail.com
Meeting Times:  “A” Days – 4th Block – 1st Jazz Band



   “B” Days – 7th Block – 2nd Jazz Band

                                              8th Block – 3rd Jazz Band

Course Summary – 

     The jazz band classes at Carroll are designed to expose students to a variety of music styles. During the course of the school year, students will survey such styles of music as; blues, bossa nova, latin, rock, swing, samba, and jazz ballad. 

    Students will also be encouraged to begin finding their individual solo voice both through performing written solos and improvisation. Studies of basic improvisation techniques will begin second semester. 

   All Carroll Jazz Bands will have a performance schedule that will include both concert performances and competitive events. This year, the jazz bands will complete their competition season by performing at MusicFest Orlando in April. Please continue to check the jazz band website at   www.quia.com/pages/carrolljazz.html for updates to our course curriculum and performance calendar. 
Assessment – 

    The jazz band course is considered an elective course at Carroll High School and Carroll Senior High School. The success of the band will be very dependent on student participation, preparation, and attendance, therefore student will grades will be assigned as follows:

Participation in daily rehearsals – this includes having all materials for class such as music, instrument (in working order), reeds, mutes, etc. Students will receive 15% of their overall grade from participation. 
Preparation – This is directly related to student practice. Students should continually prepare assigned material. They will be expected to not only correct material in the music that the director assigns, but also to continuously self-evaluate their individual performance with the thought of what needs to be done to improve. If the student cannot answer the specific question, they should seek assistance from the director. Preparation grades will account for 35% of the student’s grade. 
Attendance – Jazz band classes are not large. Generally speaking, we have 18-22 students per class. We ask that students make every effort to be here at each rehearsal and to not miss any performance. If a student has to be gone from a performance, the instructor must be notified as far in advance as possible. All performances are 100 pts and will 50% of the students overall grade. 
Tutoring – 

     Many of our jazz students choose to take private lessons to increase their individual performance level. The students who take private lessons are typically the students who make All-Region and All-State Jazz Ensembles. Students deepen their study of jazz styles, interpretation, solo playing, and improvisation skills through private lessons. A directory of private lesson instructors is on file at the Carroll Senior High Band Office.

Enrichment – 

    Southlake is in a prime area for students to be exposed to the arts.  Students are encouraged to attend outside concerts when possible. The University of North Texas has one of the top schools of music in the country.  You may visit their website for performance and camp information.     www.jazz.unt.edu
Additional Information – 

    I encourage students and parents to visit with me if they have any questions or concerns.  The best way to reach me is through e-mail. My address is 

darrouda@cisdmail.com 

