The Rime of the Ancient Mariner  

Study Questions

Name:           Period:          Date:      
1. Consider the speaker and the tale.  Who tells the tale?      

 FORMTEXT 
     What significance does the nature of the tale’s audience have?       In the early sections of the poem, what is the nature of the description?       

2. Why does the mariner stop “one of the three” – in other words, that particular Wedding Guest?       Why is it important that the Wedding Guest be prevented from attending the wedding?     
3. What does the moon/sun/night/day have to do with the story?     
4. What is the relationship between the bird and the mariners at the beginning of the story?     
5. Why does the mariner shoot the albatross?       Is his act premeditated?       Is it caused in any way?     
6. What is the connection between the mariner’s inability to speak and then his inability to pray?     
7. What does the act of rolling dice to determine fate mean about the nature of justice in the Mariner’s universe?       Why do the other mariners suffer as well?     
8. What symbolic implications do you see in the motif of the voyage?       How is this connected to your own lives?      
9. Why do the men die again?       Did they ever change?       What has happened to the curse?       Has it gone away?     
10. What is the role of religion in the mariner’s thoughts and actions?       How does the mariner’s character affect the way he tells the tale?       Do the cause/effect relationships within the poem indicate a rational moral universe?       How is the mariner’s fate decided?     
11. Consider the nature of hospitality and community in this poem.  How are the themes of alienation, isolation, and community portrayed in the poem?     
12. What has the Wedding Guest learned?       Why is he now a “sadder, but wiser, man”?     
13. Look at the relationship between confession, dead men, and guilt.  What is the dynamic here?     
14. How reliable is the narrator of this tale?       
15. How is this poem like a dream?       What does the poem suggest about the nature of evil in the world?     
