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Using an English Language Dictionary
Revised 05/02/05

A dictionary is helpful for learning:

· the meanings (definitions) of words

· how to pronounce words

· how to spell words

· how words are used (parts of speech)

· examples of how to use the word in a sentence.

Definitions

Alphabetical:  Listed in the same order as the letters of the alphabet:

A  B  C  D  E  F  G  H  I  J  K  L  M  N  O  P  Q  R  S  T  U  V  W  X  Y  Z
Dictionary:  Contains an alphabetical list of words and their meanings.  A dictionary can be in a book, CD-ROM or online format.  

Guide Words:  Words at the top of the page that shows you the first and last word that you will find on that page.  If the word you are looking for comes between the two guide words, then you will find your word on that page.

Entry or Entry Word:  A word that is explained in a dictionary.

Definition:  The meaning of a word.  A word can have more than one meaning.
Pronunciation:  How a word sounds when it is spoken.  The Pronunciation Key or Pronunciation Table is a page showing how to pronounce or say words.

Syllable:  Word or part of a word that is pronounced as one unit.
Accent:  Shows what syllable of a word to say louder than the other syllables.
Part of Speech:  Explains how a word is used.  Some examples are:

Noun (the name of a person, animal, place, thing or idea)
Verb (an action word or state of being)
Adjective (describes a quality of a noun)
Adverb (tells how, when, where something is done; often ends in the letters ly)
Pronouns (words that take the place of a noun such as he, she, it)
Conjunctions (words that join two parts of a sentence such as and, but)
Prepositions (word in front of a noun to show when, where, how such as to, for, by)
Interjections (used by themselves to show a feeling or reaction such as Ouch!, Hi!)
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