  figures of speech/

figurative language:

•
“He/she is a pain in the neck.”—metaphor

•
“Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered;”--
simile

•
“Her deck, once red with heroes’ blood,” 
personification

•
“blue eyes were sternly merry”--oxymoron

•
“a whole bunch of people made into one big crawling beast”--hyperbole

  paradox

“One short sleep past, we wake eternally, 

And death shall be no more; Death, thou shalt die.”

  oxymoron

•
sweet sorrow

•
deafening silence

•
living death

  metaphor

“The bow of God’s wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the string, and justice bends the arrow at your heart, and strains the bow . . . “

  fiction

“Rip Van Winkle” is a fictional piece set in early America.

The Scarlet Letter could be considered historical fiction because it is a fictional piece based on fact.

The Autobiography by Benjamin Franklin would not be considered fiction as it is a personal “factual” account of his life.

 dialect

“Ever’body says words different,” said Ivy.  “Arkansas folks says ‘em different, and Oklahomy folks sys ’em different.  And we seen a lady from Massachusetts, an’ she said ‘em differentest of all.  Couldn’t hardly make out what she was saying’.”

  flashback

In Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge, page 486, part I starts in the present.  Part II goes back to an earlier time and gives background information that is essential to the story.  This would be the flashback.  Part III comes back to the present.

*The author arranges the order of time to create a particular effect.  In this case, to play on the reader’s sentiments.

  theme

A stories subject might be something simple like “growing up.”  The theme would have to do with what the writer wants to say about growing up.  

An example in this case might be, “For most young people, growing up is a process that involves the pain of achieving  self-knowledge.”

  simile

“The wrath of God is like great waters that are dammed for the present; they increase more and more, and rise higher and higher, till an outlet is given; and the longer the steam is stopped, the more rapid and mighty is its course, when once it is let loose.”
  genre

•
mystery  

•
science fiction

•
fantasy

•
mystery

•
urban fiction

•
western

•
non-fiction

•
biography

•
autobiography

  irony

verbal irony: “The best substitute for experience is being sixteen.”  Mark Twain

situational irony: In “A Mystery of Heroism” (page 487), a soldier risks his life to get water which is then spilled.

dramatic irony: In “Miniver Cheevy” (page 646) Miniver thinks he’s too refined for his time, but is really just an alcoholic making excuses for his life.

  tone

objective, solemn, playful, ironic, sarcastic, critical, reverent, irreverent, philosophical, or cynical 

  anecdote

“When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around.  But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.”  Mark Twain

  regionalism

Mr. Shiflet’s plase sharp glance had already passed over everything in the year—the pump near the corner of the house and the big fig tree that three or four chickens were preparing to roost in—and had moved to a shed where he saw the wquare rusted back of an automobile.  “You ladies drive?” he asked.

“That car ain’t run in fifteen year.” The old woman said.  
(page 673)
  diction

Diction can be formal, informal, colloquial, full of slang, poetic, ornate, plain, abstract, and concrete depending on the writer’s subject, purpose, and audience.

“America did not, nor does not want force; but she wanted a proper application of that force.”

  free verse

I understand the large hearts of heroes,

The courage of present times and all times,

How the skipper saw the crwded and rudderless wreck of the steam-ship, and Death chasing it up and down the sotrm, 

How he knuckled tight and gave not back an inch, and was faithful of days and faithful of nights,

And chalk’d in large letters on a board, Be of good cheer, we will not desert you;   pg 356

  dialogue

“Why?” I asked as I moved my pawn.  “Why can’t they move more steps?”

“Because they’re pawns,” he said.“But why do they go crossways to take other men.  Whey aren’t there any women and children?”

“Why is the sky blue?  Why must you always ask stupid questions?” asked Vincent.

  mood/atmosphere

Some examples would be peaceful, festive,  objective, impassioned, subjective, menacing, and melancholy.

In Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Fall of the House of Usher,” there is an atmosphere of gloom.

  stream of consciousness

“Are you cold , darling?”

“I’m chilly, Cornelia.  Lying in bed stops the circulation.  I must have told you that a thousand times.”


Well, she could just hear Cornelia telling her husband that Mother was getting a little childish and they’d have to humor her.  The thing that most annoyed her was that Cornelia thought she was deaf dumb, and blind.  Little hasty glances and tiny gestures tossed around her and over her head saying, “Don’t cross her, let her have her way, she’s eighty years old,” and she sitting there as if she lived in a thin glass cage.  Sometimes Granny almost made up her mind to pack up and move back to her own house where nobody could remind her every minute that she was old.

  hyperbole

“Have I got to learn the shape of the river according to all these five hundred thousand different ways?  If I tried to carry all that cargo in my head it would make me stoop-shouldered.”  From Life on the Mississippi

  parody

imitating “The Raven:”

Once upon an evening dreary, the Council pondered weak and weary, 

Over many a long petition which was voted down a bore

  conflict

In The Scarlet Letter Reverend Dimmesdale struggles back and forth between cowardice and remorse.  Because he is a man of God he feels he should tell the truth, but he wants to serve God and knows he will not be allowed to preach if he admits the truth.

  monologue

Let us go then, you and I,

When the evening is spread out against the sky

Like a patient etherized upon a table;

Let us go, through certain half-deserted streets, 

. . . 

To lead you to an overwhelming question . . .

Oh, do not ask, “What is it?”

Let us go and make our visit.

  static character

Governor Bellingham is a example of a static character in The Scarlett Letter.  He doesn’t change during the story as does Hester Prynne, Arthur Dimmesdale or Roger Chillingworth.

  direct characterization

 Telling us directly what the character is like: sneaky generous, mean to pets, kind to old ladies, ruthless in business deals, etc.

  indirect characterization

•
by describing how the character looks and dresses

•
by letting us hear the character speak

•
by revealing the character’s private thoughts and feelings

•
by revealing the character’s effect on other people—showing how other characters feel or behave toward the character

•
by showing the character in action

  dynamic character

In To Kill A Mockingbird, Scout changes as a result of living in the town of Maycomb and meeting Boo Radley.

   first person point of view

Huckleberry Finn

   second person point of view

“What could be better? Being with your family snug and warm with a mug of cider is a more contentment then you think. Having your family together safe and warm is important. How much more could you ask for?”  --sample student paper, not appropriate for formal writing

  third person limited POV

In “A Worn Path” (page 634) the narrator gives the reader the opportunity of seeing things through the main character’s eyes, who is Phoenix Jackson.  The narrator can also tell us directly about the main character.  At one point in the story we can read that Phoenix was “like an old woman begging a dignified forgiveness.”

  third person omniscient POV

“Rip Van Winkle” (page 154) is an example of this:

 “Rip Van Winkle, however, was one of those happy mortals of foolish, well-oiled dispositions, who take the world ease, eat white bread or brown, whichever can be got least thought or trouble and would rather starve on a penny than work for a pound.. .  . The opinions of the unto were completely controlled by Nicholaus Vedder, a patriarch of the village, and landlord of the inn . . .”

  appositive phrase

We visited Boston Harbor, the site of the Boston Tea Party.  [The adjective the and the adjective phrase of the Boston Tea Party modify the appositive site.]

Usually follows the word it explains or identifies but may precede it. 

[A riot of colorful sights, intriguing aromas, and noise, a Cairo bazaar is great fun for a tourist to visit.]

  adjective clause

Chicago seemed an unreal city whose mythical houses were built of slabs of black coal weathered in palls of gray smoke, houses whose foundations were sinking slowly into the dank prairie.

  compound-complex sentence

The two eyewitnesses told the police officer what they saw, but their accounts of the accident were quite different. [The two independent clauses are The two eyewitnesses told the police officer and their accounts of the accident were quite different.  The subordinate clause is what they saw.]

  adverb clause

The pitcher felt as though all eyes were on her.  [The adverb clause modifies the verb felt, telling how the pitcher felt.]

At first, communicating with my deaf friend was hard because I did not know how to sign.  [The adverb clause modifies the adjective hard, telling why communicating was hard.] 

  chronological organization

Susan woke up to the sun shinning brightly through her window.  She hopped out of bed and headed straight for the bathroom.  After a quick shower she went downstairs to see what her mother had cooked for breakfast.  Her mother always had something interesting for the morning meal, and today was no exception.  

  logical organization

If you’re focusing on plot and setting, present all your points about plot in one section and all your points about setting in another section.

   spatial organization

As I entered the building which housed the rink, the warm, nostalgic scent of popcorn hit the at part of y brain where dusty, cobwebbed memories live, memories of my own adolescence.  I made my way past a group of exuberant teenagers at the snack bar until I reached the skating rink.
  compare/contrast

Write a simile comparing a manufactured product to something in nature. [using to—similarities]

How do the haiku of Taniguchi Buson compare with those of Matsuo Basho? [using with—similarities and differences]

The tour guide contrasted the tow castles’ provisions for defense. [always differences]

  organization

	Chronological Order
	Arrange events in the order they occur.

	Spatial Order
	Arrange details in the order that they eye sees them.

	Order of Importance
	Arrange ideas or details according to how important they are.

	Logical Order
	Arrange ideas or details into related groups.


  MLA quotation documentation

Use quotations before the parenthetical. i.e.,“Women . . . did not receive degrees from Cambridge until after World War II” (Bradbrook 78-79). pg 1221 

  MLA paraphrase documentation

Summarize in your own words and list source. i.e., Women . . . did not receive degrees from Cambridge until after World War II (Bradbrook 78-79). pg 1221 

  MLA parenthetical documentation

Giving credit to the source in the body of the paper using parenthesis, i.e., (Keats 747)

pg 1212
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