Mr. DeMoss                                                                                                                                  Rm. 207

Pre-AP English II Syllabus
1st six weeks:
Vocabulary: Roots & AP Terms (weekly) / MS
(Aug. 25 – Oct. 2)
Grammar Concepts: Sentence Composing ( Imitating the Greats)



Literary Concepts: conflict, main idea, reading / vocabulary strategies  




Writing: TAKS OER / Long Composition



Readings: Ethan Frome, Edith Wharton



AP Concept:  Syntax
2nd six weeks:       Vocabulary: Roots & AP terms (weekly) /  MS
(Oct. 6 – Nov. 14)
Grammar Concepts: Sentence Composing (Using Words)



Literary Concepts: narrative /literary elements; interpretation / support





Writing:  TAKS OER /  Long Composition



Readings:  To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee



AP Concept:  Introductions / Conclusions
3rd six weeks:
Vocabulary: Roots & AP terms (weekly) / MS
(Nov. 17 – Jan. 16)
Grammar Concepts:  Sentence Composing ( Using Phrases)



Literary Concepts:  inferences, structures, author’s purpose



Writing:  TAKS OER / Long Composition



Readings:  Their Eyes were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston



AP Concept:  Figurative Language II
4th six weeks:
Vocabulary: Roots & AP terms (weekly) / MS
(Jan. 20 – Feb. 27)
Grammar Concepts:  Sentence Composing ( Using Clauses)



Literary Concepts:  Metaphor, local color



Writing:  TAKS OER / Long Composition



Readings:  Othello, Shakespeare



AP Concept:  Symbols, Motifs, and Archetypes
5th six weeks:
Vocabulary: Roots & AP terms (weekly) / MS
(Mrch 2 – Aprl. 17)
Grammar Concepts: Sentence Composing ( Multiplying / Mixing tools)



Literary Concepts:  Characterization



Writing:  TAKS / Long Composition



Readings:  Turn of the Screw, Henry James



AP Concept:  Argumentation
6th six weeks:
Vocabulary: None 
(Aprl. 20 – May 19)
Grammar Concepts: MLA Style
(truncated period)
Literary Concepts: Novel Research Project (Begins April 13)



Writing: Formal Research / Documented Essay--START PLANNING NOW!



Readings: MLA Research book
Abbreviations: (Used daily on assignment board)
VT = vocab. test; NQ = novel quiz; NT = novel test; MS = meaningful sentences; GR = Grammar;  AP = Advanced Placement; BD = Buckle Down (TAKS skills); DJ = Daily Journal; LB = Literature book; NR = novel reading assignment; ND = novel discussion; TA = TAKS assessment
Class Structure: 
 This class is designed to have a college rigor.  You are preparing to join either the dual-credit college class or the AP Literature and Language courses.  Either way, you must be prepared for college-level work.  You will also be preparing to take the TAKS ELA test, which will be administered in just twenty-four weeks.  This class involves in-class reading, outside reading, frequent major and minor writing assignments, daily poetry reading, and a daily journal assignment.  Your work will be assessed thoroughly with your future academic goals in mind.  If you do not love reading, writing, analyzing, and discussing literature, you should really question why you are in this class.  The following is an example of a typical week in Pre-AP English II:
Monday:         DJ entry




           NR / LB / Thursday 


            VT /new vocabulary / lesson


           AP concept / lesson
Tuesday:        DJ entry



Wednesday:   DJ entry


            BD lesson / due Thursday                        

GR grammar lesson





       
Thursday:
DJ entry; BD due


        Friday: 
DJ entry; TA (computer lab)


ND / NQ / LB



                        MS test; new MS words


Each six-week period we will read a novel, a few short stories, and various poems.  We will discuss, analyze, and / or write about all of them.  Each six weeks you will be responsible for keeping a DJ, which will be major grade each six weeks.  You will notice on the previous page that you will be responsible for a major research paper that is worth four test grades.  The topic will be of your choice (approved by me) concerning some aspect of the literature we will be exploring this year.  The research paper will be due on Friday, May 15, 2008.  It would behoove you to begin planning early.  This is copious work, so stay on top of it.  
Daily Journal entry:
1. Date and daily assignment
2. Copy daily quote

3. Free writing in response to daily prompt

4. Notes from class that day

Each day should be at least one page.  You are expected to keep your journal neat and organized as you will be receiving a major grade for it each six weeks.  This is your opportunity to release and express yourself each and every day for an easy grade.  This is not a time to be mocking, sarcastic, or pithy.  You should spend the time honestly reflecting, connecting, and sharing in writing concerning the assigned prompt (typically it will be music, art, poetry, or a quote).  No one, except me, will ever be reading your personal journals unless you volunteer to share information with the rest of the class.  If you miss a day, it is your responsibility to get with a peer and acquire the missed information.
Rules:

1. Know your handbook and the rules therein.
2. BE RESPONSIBLE!  Come to class prepared each day.  This means you will have the books, paper, writing instruments, and any assignments that are due every time you come to class.

3. You must be in your seat when the bell rings, or you are tardy.  I keep close records on tardies—know the rules.

4. Take care of all bathroom and water breaks before class begins.  I understand emergencies occur, and you may use tardies in those situations, but it should not become the norm, only the exception.  (See handbook for rules on tardies.)

5. NO food or drinks in this classroom.
6. Upon entering the room, stop talking and begin the daily assignments.  Each day your work will be listed on the front board.  We have much work and little time, so be prepared to redeem every moment.  Social time with your peers belongs in the hallway, not in the classroom.
7. Work cooperatively with others at all times. 

8. Treat everyone with dignity and respect.

9. ALWAYS do your best work, and NEVER give up.  

10. SMILE-- a lot; it’s a free face lift, and it’s contagious!  
Consequences:
The consequences for not following the rules will be:

· 1-3 study labs
· Conference with parents
· Conference with the principal
I do not anticipate problems in this area.  PLEASE do not disappoint me.

Grades:
· Daily grades = 50%

· Test grades   = 50%

This means that your daily average is averaged with your test average to determine your overall average(  My policy is to begin each student with a “100” each six-week period, so relax; you already have an “A” in this class!  It’s up to you to keep it.

Class materials: (Have them every time you come to class.)
· Large binder for handouts

· Pencils and blue or black ink pens ONLY!  (No pink glitter pens PLEASE!)
· Highlighters; red pen
· Loose-leaf paper

· Single-subject notebook (DJ)

· Please invest in a pocket dictionary / thesaurus (this will benefit you greatly both now and in the future)

· Any textbook, workbook, or novel in which we are working
Other points of interest:

· Remain in your desk until the bell rings.
· Please don’t begin packing up your belongings while I am still teaching; It’s rude.  Kindly remind me if I run long.  I will always try to be sure you have the last minute of class to get ready; that’s all you need; I promise.
· If you dislike a particular assignment, poem, or book, please keep it to yourself, or put it in your personal journal entry.  Don’t rain on another person’s parade.

· If you are a student who is EC frequently, keep yourself on top of things.  Being excessively involved is not an excuse for sub-par performance in this class.  

· Upon return from an absence, please see the file to the left of the door for missed handouts.  Getting caught up is your responsibility!
· Return your computer use forms IMMEDIATELY!  You must have access to the school computers for this class.
· I have a classroom set of the literature textbook for this class, so you will not have to lug that humungous book around daily.  Keep your book for home use.

· You must maintain a “70” average to stay in this class.

· My Deal: If every one in this class gets “commended performance” on the TAKS ELA test this spring, we will have a day of fun, games, and food—my treat!
· My email at school is demoss@eastchambers.net; my home phone number is 296-3021; my cell number is 409-454-9075.
Expectations:

I am giving you this list up front because I accept NO EXCUSES!  You are responsible for keeping up with your assignments and when they are due.  I do not accept late work in this class.  After one day all work becomes a “0” zero.  Be sure to read your handbook because, even if you are EC, you are responsible for keeping up with your work and completing it in a timely fashion.  If you have an unexcused absence the day an assignment is due, your grade will be reduced by 20 points.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date unless I state otherwise.  DO NOT come to class with excuses of broken printers, empty ink cartridges, corrupted disks, or dramatic tales of canine carnage.  Plan appropriately and use your time wisely.  Remember, you have access to the library computer lab here, and our community has a library where you may also access computers and printers.  I expect you to behave as mature young adults in this class.  I love to discuss literature and share ideas; however, we must maintain order and respect if everyone’s ideas are to be heard. 
A Final Note:
By this point I’m sure you’re overwhelmed with information.  I understand.  But, ”to be forewarned is to be forearmed.”  My goal is the same as yours, to prepare you for the inevitable, ominous unknown lurking in the nebulous, not-too-distant future—COLLEGE.  This class will test your ability to be prepared, to plan your time, and to improve your skills in English Language Arts.  I have done my best to let you know up front what is expected of you.  Now, it’s your turn.  Just remember, “If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.”  This is going to be a fast-paced, tough class (with some fun thrown in), so fasten your seatbelts, rev your engines, and prepare for the ride of your lives!
Sincerely,
Mr. D
