Create A Constellation

Many years ago, as ancient Greeks and Americans Indians enjoyed the beauty of the night sky, they began to picture objects in the sky.  Groups of stars reminded them of winged horses, flying swans, eagles, great hunters, queens, and warriors.  They named these star groupings, (constellations) and created great myths and legends about them.

Ancient people were able to predict seasonal changes as these groups of stars reappeared in the sky through the year.  Eventually sailors began using these familiar constellations for navigation.

You are to design your very own constellation—a group of stars that you might see some night as you are looking up at the night sky.

1. Create a picture or model of a new constellation from a group of stars you viewed in the night sky.

2. Indicate double stars in your constellation.  Remember that over half                    of the stars you see are double or multiple stars. 

3. Have and label a nebula in your constellation.

4. Have at least one HIGH temperature star, one MID-temperature star, and a LOWER temperature star in your constellation.  Make these stars the correct color for their temperature.  Label the temperatures: High, Mid, or Lower temperatures.

5. Have a galaxy near your constellation.  Indicate what kind of galaxy it is.

6. Name your constellation and create a myth or legend about it. Use the story-writing rubric on pg. 556 in your English book.

Due date _____________________________________________
