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Bienvenue!  Welcome to French class!  You are about to begin an exciting year—a time when you will learn how to communicate with people that you couldn’t communicate with before.  You will learn how to speak French, learn about other cultures, and discover a great many things about the world, your own language, and yourself.

Before we plunge into the French language and culture, it is important to know what will be expected from everyone.  Please read this information carefully, share it with your parents, and have them sign and return the statement at the end.  Then, keep these sheets in your binder or folder so you can refer to them whenever you need to.

Classroom Expectations

The expectations for class can be remembered with the acronym PARIS:

Préparé (Prepared) Students should be prepared to learn. This means being on time; having the materials needed for class (book, workbook, academic planner, paper, pen or pencil, binder or folder, and a red pen); and having an open-minded, can-do attitude.
Attentif et Actif (Attentive & Active) Students should be attentive, active learners.  No one else should talk when the teacher is addressing the class, but all students should be involved in discussions and group work.  Students should listen and respond to the teacher and one another.
Respectueux (Respectful) Students are expected to show respect to one another and to any adults who may be in our classroom.  This includes polite forms of conversation, respecting personal space and belongings, and engaging in conversations that respect others’ feelings and opinions.
Ingénieux (Ingenious) Students are expected to show ingenuity in solving problems.  These may be academic problems (“How do you do number 5?”), social problems (working together, helping others to get along), or daily difficulties and challenges (“My printer didn’t work.”/ “I don’t have a pencil.”)  Ingenuity still requires honesty.
Sans Peur (Without Fear) Students are expected to be courageous learners and take risks.  Learning a language means trying new things:  a new accent, a new way of thinking about what words mean, etc.  In order to encourage a courageous atmosphere in class, we have to “play” a little with the language and support one another’s efforts to be adventuresome.  The whole class is responsible for creating a safe environment that allows for academic creativity.
Consequences

Students who meet classroom expectations will have a positive relationship with their teacher and classmates, and they will find their studies easier.

If you fail to meet any of the above expectations, the following consequences will occur:

First occurrence=Reminder and loss of 1 participation point
Second occurrence= Loss of 2 participation points and a phone call home
Third occurrence=Permanent seat change and green sheet (disciplinary referral)— The Dean will handle the referral in accordance with school policy.
· If you reach consequence number 2 twice during a nine-week grading period, you will lose the privilege of receiving a warning, and green sheets will be issued for each infraction.

· Tardies to class and gum chewing will be handled according to school policy without warnings—see your handbook.

· In situations which are dangerous to the well-being of other students, I reserve the right to dismiss students from class immediately.

Hall Passes

Students will be allowed 1 hall pass per quarter.  If a second hall pass is necessary, students may choose to take a tardy.  Hall passes will not be issued for forgotten homework.

Grades

Because learning a foreign language involves listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills as well as learning about the culture of the countries where that language is spoken, you will be evaluated in all of these areas.  Your grade will be based upon:

· Written Assessments (55% of your grade):  quizzes, tests, and compositions

· Speaking (25% of your grade):  oral assessments and participation
· Homework & In-class Practice (20% of your grade)

Each assignment will be given a point value and your grade will be figured using the grading scale in the student handbook.

Academic honesty is essential for true learning.  Students who do not do their own work or who allow others to be dishonest will not receive credit for the assignment. A second offense will result in failure for the quarter.  For cooperative assignments, students should be sure that they understand what constitutes working together and what constitutes cheating.  If this is unclear, be sure to ask.

Participation

Appropriate participation will be taught to students, reinforced through self-monitoring and evaluated using a posted rubric.  Students will be evaluated daily using the 5-point rubric unless the class activities do not require participation (testing, for example).  

Grade Posting
To ensure the privacy of all students, grades will not be posted in the classroom.  If you or your parents would like to check your grade, you may use the online access system through the school’s website:  www.lw210.org. 

Make-up Work

The best way to learn a foreign language is in small amounts, and every chapter builds on knowledge learned in the chapter before.  In studying a foreign language, it is very important that you do not fall behind!  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to make sure that your make-up work gets done.  Here is what you need to do:

1.  Check the make-up work binder & folder at the back of the classroom for assignments & handouts.  Your name will be on any handouts that belong to you.

2. Attach a make-up work tag to your completed work and hand it in as soon as possible.  Tags are located inside the make-up work binder.  Check your student handbook to find out how much time you have to complete your work in order to receive full credit.

3. You will be expected to make up quizzes on the day you return to school if the quiz was announced before your absence.  Tests must be made up before or after school by appointment no later than 1 week after the test date.

4. If you will be absent for a long time, you can arrange to receive assignments while still at home.  Call the Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Office to receive handouts and obtain textbooks that may be in your locker.

Materials

· Textbook—issued to all students

· Workbook—may be purchased at the school bookstore

· Academic planner—issued to all students

· Binder or folder 

· loose-leaf paper

· Pen or pencil

· Red pen

Reaching the Teacher

Phone:  (815)464-4523.  

e-mail:  dfloyd@lw210.org
website: www.quia.com/pages/dfloyd/page3
Office hours :  
Central 7:30 am-7:50 am Tuesdays & Thursdays



East  2:45 pm-3:05 pm Mondays & Thursdays




Or by  appointment

Mrs. Floyd,

We have read your classroom policies and reviewed them together.

We understand the classroom expectations and consequences, and how grades will be figured for French class.  We realize that participation in classroom activities is an important part of learning a foreign language, and we know what to do in order to find out about make-up work in case of absence.

If we have any concerns during the school year, we will feel free to contact you using the school office telephone number or e-mail.

_____________________________  _____________________________

Parent signature


Student signature


