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 Précision, facilité, flexibilité, sophistication
Course Goals

This course is designed to prepare students to take the Advanced Placement French Language Examination.  The College Board’s course description states:

The course should emphasize the use of language for active communication and help students develop the following…

A. …the ability to understand spoken French in various contexts,

B. …a French vocabulary sufficiently ample for reading newspaper and magazine articles, literary texts, and other non-technical writings without dependence on a dictionary; and

C. …the ability to express themselves coherently, resourcefully, and with reasonable fluency and accuracy in both written and spoken French.

As preparation for the AP examination relates to the Lincoln-Way East High School curriculum, the goals for this course are: accuracy, fluency, flexibility, and sophistication in the use of the French language.  Cultural information will be included because an understanding of the culture greatly aids in both reading and listening comprehension.

Meeting our goals

Students should keep the course goals in mind during class activities.  As students strive for accuracy, flexibility, fluency, and sophistication, they will understand the class activities better and get the most from them.  Some activities are designed for self-discipline and attention to detail (accuracy).  Occasionally, an activity may seem like it is “coming out of left field” and unrelated to the current chapter (flexibility).  Students may be asked to “think fast” (fluency), or to stretch themselves by searching for a variety of ways to express the same thought (sophistication).

Classroom Expectations

The expectations for class can be remembered with the acronym PARIS:

Préparé (Prepared) Students should be prepared to learn. This means being on time; having the materials needed for class (book, workbook, academic planner, paper, pen or pencil, binder or folder, and a red pen); and having an open-minded, can-do attitude.
Attentif et Actif (Attentive & Active) Students should be attentive, active learners.  No one else should talk when the teacher is addressing the class, but all students should be involved in discussions and group work.  Students should listen and respond to the teacher and one another.
Respectueux (Respectful) Students are expected to show respect to one another and to any adults who may be in our classroom.  This includes polite forms of conversation, respecting personal space and belongings, and engaging in conversations that respect others’ feelings and opinions.
Ingénieux (Ingenious) Students are expected to show ingenuity in solving problems.  These may be academic problems (“How do you do number 5?”), social problems (working together, helping others to get along), or daily difficulties and challenges (“My printer didn’t work.”/ “I don’t have a pencil.”)  Ingenuity still requires honesty.
Sans Peur (Without Fear) Students are expected to be courageous learners and take risks.  Learning a language means trying new things:  a new accent, a new way of thinking about what words mean, etc.  In order to encourage a courageous atmosphere in class, we have to “play” a little with the language and support one another’s efforts to be adventuresome.  The whole class is responsible for creating a safe environment that allows for academic creativity.
Learning activities & Grading:
· Practice activities will make up 25% of students’ grades.  Students will be required to do independent activities to strengthen their skills.  These activities will include structure (grammar), independent reading, independent listening, personal vocabulary, and directed vocabulary activities.  Students will be given a list of independent activities (activités individuelles) to do each unit. When learning something as complex as a language, it is also often helpful to learn from one’s peers.  Some written practice activities will occur in class using cooperative learning strategies.  
· At the Advanced Placement level, French students should strive to use the most advanced language that they know with the greatest possible accuracy.    Speaking will count for 25% of the grade. It will include both participation and oral assessments.  French 4 participation grades will reflect quality as well as quantity.
· Students must be evaluated regularly to determine whether they are making progress toward the course goals.  Evaluations will count for 50% of the course grade.  Evaluations will include written quizzes, compositions, reading assessments, interviews, presentations, and taped oral assessments.
Each assignment will be given a point value and your grade will be figured using the grading scale in the student handbook.

Academic honesty is essential for true learning.  Students who do not do their own work or who allow others to be dishonest will not receive credit for the assignment.  A second offense will result in failure for the quarter.  For cooperative assignments, students should be sure that they understand what constitutes working together and what constitutes cheating.  If this is unclear, be sure to ask.

Participation

Appropriate participation will be taught to students, reinforced through self-monitoring and evaluated using a posted rubric.  Students will be evaluated daily using the 5-point rubric unless the class activities do not require participation (testing, for example).  

Grade Posting
To ensure the privacy of all students, grades will not be posted in the classroom.  If you or your parents would like to check your grade, you may use the online access system through the school’s website:  www.lw210.org. 

Make-up Work

The best way to learn a foreign language is in small amounts, and every chapter builds on knowledge learned in the chapter before.  In studying a foreign language, it is very important that you do not fall behind!  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to make sure that your make-up work gets done.  Here is what you need to do:

2.  Check the make-up work binder & folder at the back of the classroom for assignments & handouts.  Your name will be on any handouts that belong to you.

3. Attach a make-up work tag to your completed work and hand it in as soon as possible.  Tags are located inside the make-up work binder.  Check your student handbook to find out how much time you have to complete your work in order to receive full credit.

4. You will be expected to make up quizzes on the day you return to school if the quiz was announced before your absence.  Tests must be made up before or after school by appointment no later than 1 week after the test date.

5. If you will be absent for a long time, you can arrange to receive assignments while still at home.  Call the Pupil Personnel Services (PPS) Office to receive handouts and obtain textbooks that may be in your locker.

Materials

· Textbook—issued to all students

· Workbook—may be purchased at the school bookstore

· Academic planner—issued to all students

· Binder or folder 

· loose-leaf paper

· Pen or pencil

· Red pen

Reaching the Teacher

Phone:  (815)464-4523.  

e-mail:  dfloyd@lw210.org
website: www.quia.com/profiles/dfloyd
Office hours:  
Central 7:30 am-7:50 am Tuesdays & Thursdays




East 2:45 pm-3:05 pm Mondays & Thursdays




Or by  appointment





