BRUTON HIGH SCHOOL
Syllabus 2008-2009
 
Instructor:  Ms. Donna Grant                                 Telephone #: 253-5941
Fax#:  220-4090                                                    E-Mail:  dgrant2@ycsd.york.va.us
Class Webpage:  http://quia.com/pages/earthsciencebhs.html
Fees: Included in User Fees
 
1. Course Title: Earth Science
 

2. Text(s): Holt Earth Science (Allison, DeGaetano, and Pasachoff)   

 

3. Course Description:   Earth Science is a survey course of four major components:  Meteorology (weather), Astronomy (space), Oceanography (oceans), and Geology (earth materials).  Students will take the Earth Science Virginia Standards of Learning test in May.  
 
4.  Competencies: Upon completion of this course, you will be better able to do 

     the following:

· Plan, conduct, and analyze scientific investigations

· Measure accurately using scientific instruments

· Identify, describe, and analyze essential concepts in the areas of Meteorology, Oceanography, Astronomy, and Geology.

· Read and interpret a variety of graphs, diagrams, and pictures  
 
5. Course Outline
I.                   First Quarter
A. Scientific Method/Measurement
B. Mapping (latitude/longitude and topography)
C. Minerals and Rocks

II.               Second Quarter
A. Rock Cycle Processes

B. Plate Tectonics 
III.           Third Quarter
A. Historical Geology

B.  Virginia Geology and Natural Resources
C. Weather (Components and Forecasting) and Climate
D. Oceanography
IV.              Fourth Quarter
A. Astronomy
B. SOL review
6. Course Requirements:  To be brought daily  
· Pencil (May use pen –blue or black only- but a pencil is needed for some activities.)
· 3-ring binder with white loose leaf paper (Notebooks are checked on each test day, and the check counts as a quiz grade)
· Note cards/Index cards
7. Attendance Policy: To comply with Virginia Law, students are expected to attend school every day and to be on time unless there is illness or death in the    immediate family.
 
8. Evaluation:

        Homework and Classwork (25%)  Students are expected to review class notes and to study vocabulary each night.

Investigations (20%)  Hands-on modeling of Earth systems (at least 1 per topic)
       Quizzes (20%)  Pop quizzes are uncommon, but still considered fair game.  Study notes and vocabulary each night to keep current.
 
Tests/Project (35%)  There are at least 2 unit tests per 9 weeks and one project per 9 weeks. Comprehensive tests are multiple choice with a short essay (paragraph).  Students may earn extra credit on their tests by writing an extra credit essay.  
Students who complete a science fair project will not only receive extra credit in the class, but will also receive extra consideration for the earth science student of the year award.  

9. Class Procedures:
· All completed work goes in the basket.  Do not hand it to me or to another student unless directed to do so.  

· Missed assignments:  Students are responsible for obtaining makeup work.  The teacher will not stop class to gather makeup work.  Be prepared to stay after school to acquire and/or complete assignments.  Makeup work is due one class period after the absence.  Late assignments are assessed a penalty (usually 10 points per calendar day).
· Students are strongly encouraged to run errands (bathroom, water fountain, nurse, etc) before class.  Do not interrupt class for personal business.  Passes will not be given during instruction.  Students will be allowed 5 passes per 9 weeks.  Use them wisely.  
· The bell does not dismiss the class.  Wait at your seat to be dismissed.  Please do not gather at the door.   
 
 10. Class Expectations:
· Attend class regularly and be on time
· Respect yourself, others, and all property
· Bring all needed materials and assignments to class
· Listen when others are speaking and participate fully in all activities
· Obey all other school rules  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I ___________________________ have read and understand classroom rules 

                (print name)

and procedures as well as my teacher’s laboratory safety rules.  I agree to abide by these regulations and any additional instructions (written or verbal) provided by my teacher. 
_______________________________


Date  _____________

Student signature

_______________________________


Date  _____________

Parent signature

Please indicate the best time and method for contacting you.  ________________

If you will email me with your child’s full name in the subject line, I will add you to a distribution list to receive class updates.  
Student Laboratory Safety Contract:





The purpose of this contract is to make the student aware of his/her responsibility for laboratory safety.





I agree to :


Act in a responsible manner at all times


Follow all instructions given by my teacher


Use good housekeeping practices in the lab


Know how and where to get help in an emergency (teacher, nurse, or principal)


Tie back long hair, remove dangling jewelry, and wear appropriate clothes in the laboratory


Never take equipment, chemicals, or other supplies out of the laboratory without the knowledge and consent of my teacher


Never eat or drink in the laboratory


Protect eyes, face, hands and body when involved in experiments dealing with caustic chemicals


Never touch lab materials unless told to do so

















