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Basic Communication (Writing) Rubric
Please fill in the circle that best reflects your assessment of each of the following expectations for student’s work in Basic Communication.  Refer to the rubric for the appropriate evaluative criteria for each expectation.

	Expectations
	Does not meet
	Approaches
	Meets
	Exceeds

	Purpose
	Does not establish purpose; minimal awareness of audience 
	Establishes purpose in a limited and inconsistent way; inconsistent awareness of audience 
	Establishes and maintains purpose; shows an appropriate awareness of audience 
	Develops and sustains an insightful purpose, demonstrating a sophisticated awareness of audience

	
	O
	O
	O
	O

	Development
	Does not develop ideas or provide evidence; offers ideas or evidence that are irrelevant or inappropriate 
	Develops ideas and/or offers evidence inconsistently; evidence or ideas may be vague, only implicitly relevant to purpose or marginally appropriate for audience 
	Provides ideas and evidence that are reasonably well elaborated, relevant to purpose and appropriate for audience
	Ideas and evidence are challenging, rhetorically effective, insightful for the purpose, and valuable for audience

	
	O
	O
	O
	O

	Content
	Presents and interprets weak material with no regard for accuracy and context
	Presents and interprets thin or overly general material with inconsistent regard for accuracy and context
	Presents and interprets appropriate material with due regard for accuracy and context
	Presents and interprets complex material with sophisticated attention to accuracy and context

	
	O
	O
	O
	O


	Expectations
	Does not meet
	Approaches
	Meets
	Exceeds

	Organization
	No evident organizational structure; lacks coherence within and between paragraphs; does not provide any transitional material
	Organizational structure is evident, but inconsistent or vague; some coherence within and between paragraphs; transitions are sketchy, inconsistent or awkward
	Clear organizational structure, signaled by consistent coherence within and between paragraphs and suitable transitional material
	Organizational structure is easily navigated, aided by writer’s careful attention to coherence and sophisticated use of transitional material

	
	O
	O
	O
	O

	Style
	Style undermines purpose; word choice and sentence structure are distracting, confusing and/or inappropriate
	Style weakens purpose; sentence structure frequently too simple, overly complex or monotonous; word choice inconsistent, unclear and/or clichéd
	Style supports purpose; word choice is appropriate for audience and purpose; sentence structure is clear and varied
	Original and controlled purpose. Sentence structure is varied and highly readable; word choice is precise, fresh and memorable

	
	O
	O
	O
	O

	Grammar/
Mechanics
	Kind and number of errors seriously impede the reader and undermine the credibility of the written text
	Kind and number of errors distract the progress of the reader and undermine the credibility of the written text
	Kind and number of errors neither distract the progress of the reader nor undermine the credibility of the written text
	Technical competence illustrates a mature command of the conventions of standard written English

	
	O
	O
	O
	O

	Documentation
(if applicable)
	Does not document sources
	Documents sources, but attention to approved documentation style is not apparent or inconsistent 
	Documents sources adequately according to approved documentation style
	Documentation demonstrates a mature understanding of academic conventions

	
	O
	O
	O
	O


