Thirteen Methods for Writing a Topic Sentence

Topic sentences:

· State the subject

· Tell the reader what will be proved or explained

1.
Occasion/Position Statements

Occasion (subject/reason for writing


Position (what you plan to prove or explain)

Examples

· Although Langstnon Hughes’s poem “I, Too” was written several years ago, its message should be shared with students today.

· To prepare for retirement, we should seek the advice of an expert.

· I have lived in several states; however, there is only one I would call home.

· When the most distant object in the known universe first appeared on a photograph taken through the Sloan Digital Sky Survey telescope at Apache Bird, New Mexico, the astronomers on watch had no idea what they’d stumbled on.







-Discover (Lemonick 39)

· When I need to serve supper for a crowd, spaghetti and meatballs is one of the first dishes that come to mind.

-USA Weekend (Anderson 26)

· Whether it was building model airplanes or painting watercolors, hobbying has always been a big part of the Ribichons’ lives.







- Memory Makers (Rueger 53)

· Before I saw the film __________________(title), I thought that ___________________________(topic) were _______________________(adjective), but now I know the facts.

· If I taught a class on ___________________(topic), I would include the movie that we saw today because it shares important information.

· Since I am interested in ______________________(topic), the movie ______________________ (title) captured my attention.
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2.
Power (Number) Statements
A Power (Number) Statement is a sentence that contains a number word.  The number word is the focus of the sentence; it tells your reader that a list of information will follow.  Power (Number) Statements can be short or long; in fact, they can be any grammatical structure that you need or want.

Examples:

· Three cities have serious pollution problems.

· In the winter I enjoy watching several high school sports.

· The new recruits learned four important procedures.

· When my family camps, we always stay at one of our four favorite campgrounds.

· Like most American cities, Los Angeles is faced with many problems including homelessness, gang violence, and unemployment.

· Tourists traveling to Rome will want to visit three spectacular sights.

· The architect presents several options to the committee.

Avoid the “There are” syndrome

The words there are, these are, and here are can become a problem.  Do not use these words when you write Power Statements.  To help solve this problem, start Power Statements with a who, what, where, or when.  

Examples:
· Mary and her sister Margaret are my two best friends.

· Last summer my best friend Sam traveled to three unusual places.

3.
However Statements

However is one of several conjunctive adverbs that can help organize your thoughts into a topic sentence or a thesis statement. Use however in the middle of the sentence.  Place a semicolon (;) before the word however and a comma (,) after the word however.
This method creates a compound sentence.  Usually, the first part will be the occasion (reason for writing); the second part will state the position (what you plan to prove or explain).

Examples:

· Some of the citizens in Springfield protested when the city council voted to close the old theater; however, one man was able to settle the argument by suggesting a way to rebuild the theater without having to ask the taxpayers for more money.

· Most Americans want to eliminate crime; however, it will take a great deal of money, time, and effort to reach this goal.

· Ants are small creatures and may seem insignificant; however, scientists around the world study these insects.
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There are many other conjunctive adverbs besides however.  Try one of these as you think about your topic:

As a result

Consequently

Furthermore

In fact

Instead

Likewise

Meanwhile

Nevertheless

Next

Otherwise

Still 

therefore

Examples:

· The new Little League coaches were not happy with the old practice schedule; instead, they presented a plan that gave each team equal access to the practice field.

· Hundreds of students were arriving late to class each day; therefore, the faculty created a plan that would punish those who were tardy and reward those who came to class on time.

4. And, But and Or Statements

This method also creates a compound sentence.  With coordinating conjunctions-and, but, or, nor, so yet, and for-you can easily write a topic sentence.  Remember to use a comma before the conjunction.

Hint:  You can use the words boy fans to help you remember these conjunctions.

B = but

O = or

Y = yet

F = for

A = and

N = nor

S = so

Examples:

· The elderly couple did not want to sell their home and move to the retirement community, but they realized there would be several advantages to living in condominiums.

· School boards should not cut art and music programs, nor should they sacrifice the industrial arts electives offered in most high schools.

5. A Few Good Prepositions

· According to Current Events magazine, many high schools have banned pagers.

· Of all the problems facing newlyweds, managing finances is often the most frustrating.

· With the investments they had made, the smiths paid for their son’s college education.
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6. To Plus a Verb

· To win at chess, players need to master three skills.

· To succeed in business, a person must establish clear but realistic goals.

· To prepare for college, high school students should take several math, science, and English classes.

7.
The List Statements

A list of words:

· All college students need money, friends, and encouragement.

· When I set out to buy my new car, I looked for a vehicle that was reliable, safe, and economical.

A list of phrases:

· My grandparents prefer to vacation in N=Mexico, in the Northwest, and in the Bahamas.

· The Smiths love their new home but are having trouble with the garage door and with the new sprinkler system.

A list of subordinate clauses:

· When I found my lost supply, when I won the trip to Florida, and when I met a group of teachers from Russia, I realized that life is great and full of surprises.

A list of independent clauses:

· High school graduates can attend community college, they can enroll in state universities, or they can study at private schools through out the United States.

· Run for office; join a club; march in the band.  Activities like these will make high school more rewarding.

Do not mix words, phrases, and clauses.  If you start with a phrase, all parts of the list should be phrases, etc. 
8. Get their Attention

A Declarative Statement uses a strong verb (action word).

· Children love the new flavored cereals.

· Aunt Susan’s foolproof holiday recipes saved me and impressed my family.
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9. A Rhetorical Question

A Rhetorical Question is a kind of question we ask when we want to get someone’s attention, but we do not really expect an answer.

· What is your school doing to improve test scores?  Our school has purchased an exciting new literacy program.

· How are churches and synagogues meeting the needs of teenagers?  In our city, they provide places to gather, help with homework, and scholarships for summer camp.

10. Side-by-Side Statements

Sometimes using tow wimple sentences-one for the occasion and one for the position-is the right way to go.  This technique is especially powerful if your goal is to put emphasis on your position.

· A little stress may be good.  Too much is dangerous.
· Young children belong in car seats.  The car seat belongs in the back of the car, not in the front.

11. Semicolon Topic Sentence

This kind of topic sentence is just like a Side-by-Side Statement.  The main ideas, however, are connected by a semicolon (;).   This method is another way to write a compound sentence.

Use his method when you want to emphasize the relationship between the occasion (your reason for writing) and the position (what you plan to prove or explain).

· The football team deserves the state championship; the players and the coach are talented and dedicated.
· All of the major airlines have improved customer service; they have also increased the number of daily flights.
12.
 Two Nouns and Two Commas

When we set off a noun or a noun phrase with commas, we call it an appositive.  An appositive does not have a verb; it is simply a noun followed by a descriptinon that tells more about the noun.
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These sentences are fun and easy to create.  They also help writers put more important or interesting information into one sentence.

· Deckers, a small town nestled in the Colorado Rockies, is a fishing haven for many serious anglers.

· The medulla, an important part of the brain, controls your breathing.

13.     Using a Quotation

Using a quotation in the topic sentence is an easy, et powerful, way to start a paper.

Using the words that are on the Occasion/Position list might help you integrate the quotation.  One you have mastered using quotes, it will be easy to use However Statements or one of the other topic sentence methods.

· Although I usually appreciate the advice I receive from my grandmother, I wish that she would follow the advice of Horace:  “Whatever advice you give, be short.”
· If you are tempted to give your best friend advice, at least be aware of the proverb that says, “Never give advice in a crowd.”
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