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Mr. Dial

September 2006

Book Report – 1st Quarter

Reading is not only fundamental – it’s fun!  Book reports afford you the opportunity to engage in enjoyable reading outside of class.  You will be doing one book report each quarter this year.

Choose a book, fiction or non-fiction, on a topic you find interesting.  Be sure to pick a book that you can finish reading in time to complete the report.  YOU MAY NOT USE A BOOK YOU ARE ASSIGNED TO READ FOR THIS CLASS OR ANOTHER IN SCHOOL.  YOU MUST PICK AN OUTSIDE BOOK!

Note -- If you are taking 2 English classes, you need only pick one outside reading book, but you must still complete separate book reports for each class.

1st Quarter Deadlines:
Friday, September 22 – bring your book choice to class

*** Thursday, October 26 – Final Book Report Due!!! ***

You will lose 10 points for each day your book report is late.  After one week from the final deadline, you will receive no credit.  The 1st Quarter ends on Thursday, November 9.

How to find a book to write about?
· Brainstorm some topics that interest you (examples: cars, sports, fashion, outdoor adventure, science fiction, romance, mystery, etc) & consult a teacher or the librarian for book suggestions that match your interests.

· Ask a friend to recommend a book.

· Browse through the library or a bookstore.

· Read book reviews in the newspaper.

· See me – I have some paperbacks you may find interesting.

Book Report Format
Reports should be typed or written on a word processor.

Length – 2 to 4 pages, double-spaced.

Use the following heading and format:

Your Name




Book Title (underlined)

Date




Author

Mr. Dial




Copyright date

Period




Genre

The critical lens (see list below)

Text of your book report

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1After you have read the book of your choice, read through the following four critical lens statements.  A critical lens is a statement through which you can view a particular book.

1. All literature shows us the power of emotion.  It is emotion, not reason, that motivates characters in literature.

2. Good people are good because they’ve come to wisdom through failure.

3. The right good book is always a book about travel; it is about a life’s journey.

4. To gain that which is worth having, it may be necessary to lose everything else.

Choose ONE critical lens, interpret it (restate it in your own words), agree or disagree with it, and then write about how your book supports (or doesn’t support) this statement.

Grading Guidelines
To get a perfect grade you must:

· Restate the critical lens in your own words, and agree or disagree with it.

· Use specific and relevant evidence from the book to support the critical lens as you have interpreted it.

· Show how the author uses specific literary elements – such as theme, symbolism, irony, etc – in the book to support your interpretation of the critical lens.

· Organize your ideas in a logical and coherent manner

· Use language that communicates the controlling idea effectively

· Follow the conventions of standard written English

· Use at least one direct quote from the book

Remember – this book report counts as a major grade.  Don’t procrastinate.  Get started now!!!

Book Brainstorming List
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