11 Honors Research Paper Assignment
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You will choose a writer from the attached list, read two full-length works by that writer, and research the writer’s life and literary works. (Each student must choose a different writer).  One of the two books will also be your 2nd Quarter book-report book.

You will write a 5-8 (8 is limit) page paper (MLA format) that will include the following:

1.  A brief literary biography containing 

· the cultural context of the writing and the author

· a description of the author’s life and major works

· common themes or topics in the author’s body of works

· critical opinion of his/her works over time 

2.  A comparison of two works by the author.  This will be the major focus of the paper.  It will comprise at least two-thirds of the body of the paper.  The comparison will focus on three or more of the following elements or techniques common to both:

· theme

· ideas

· style

· cultural influences

· symbolism

· imagery

· characters

· plot

· narrator or narration

· figurative language

3. A cover page and a list of works cited.

Your paper should be written with Times New Roman 12 pt. font with standard 1-inch margins.  Use the timeline/checklist for specific due dates and points.

NAME: _____________________ Period: ______

11th Grade Honors Research Paper

Checklist and Timeline

This is the only copy of this form you will be given.  This is the only place where the points will be recorded.  You must turn in this form with your final research paper in order to receive the full credit.
	Date Due
	Assignment Due
	Pts.


	Points Credited and

Teacher Signature

	Friday, October 27


	Topic Chosen (write it here):


	5
	

	Monday, November 6


	Note Card Check #1 (at least 15 cards total)
	5
	

	Thursday, November 9


	Note Card Check #2 (at least 30 cards total)
	5
	

	Wednesday, November 15


	Thesis statement due (typed)
	5
	

	Thursday, November 30


	Outline Due (typed)
	5
	

	Thursday, 

December 7, 2006


	Research Paper Abstract Due (1-2  pages typed)
	10
	

	Thursday, 

December 21, 2006


	First Draft Due (typed with cover and works cited page – this should resemble a finished product) – First Draft must be resubmitted with Final Draft
	25


	

	Thursday,

Jan. 11, 2007


	Final Draft Due (typed with cover and works cited page – this sheet must be included as the last page)
	40
	

	
	TEACHER COMMENTS:


	
	FINAL GRADE


Listing of possible authors for 11 Honors Research Paper – 2005-2006

Alcott, Louisa May

Alvarez, Julia

Amis, Kingsley

Amis, Martin

Angelou, Maya

Asimov, Isaac

Atwood, Margaret

Austen, Jane

Baldwin, James

Bellow, Saul

Borges, Jorge Luis

Breslin, Jimmy

Bronte, Charlotte

Bronte, Emily

Cather, Willa

Cheever, John

Chopin, Kate

Cisneros, Sandra

Conrad, Joseph

Conroy, Pat

Cooper, James Fenimore

Crane, Stephen

Davies, Robertson

Defoe, Daniel

Dickens, Charles

Dickey, James

Dos Passos, John

Dostoevsky, Fyodor

Eco, Umberto

Elliot, George

Ellison, Ralph

Faulkner, William

Fielding, Henry

Fitzgerald, F. Scott

Flaubert, Gustave

Gibbons, Kaye

Gordimer, Nadine

Gordon, Mary

Guest, Judith

Hardy, Thomas

Harrison, Jim

Hawthorne, Nathaniel

Heller, Joseph

Hemingway, Ernest

Herbert, Frank

Hesse, Herman

Hoffman, Alice

Hosseini, Khaled

Hugo, Victor

Hurston, Nora Zeale

Irving, John

James, Henry

Joyce, James

Kingsolver, Barbara

Kinsella, W.P.

Lawrence, D. H.

Lessing, Doris

Lewis, C.S.

Lewis, Sinclair

London, Jack

Malamud, Bernard

Mann, Thomas

Marquez, Gabriel Garcia

Mason, Bobbie Ann

Melville, Herman

Momaday, N. Scott

Morrison, Toni

Norris, Frank

O’Brien, Tim

Orwell, George

Paley, Grace

Piercy, Marge

Quindlen, Anna

Rice, Anne

Rushdie, Salmon

Salinger, J. D.

Shaara, Michael

Smiley, Jane

Solzenitsyn, Alexander

Stevenson, Robert Louis

Tan, Amy

Thompson, Hunter S.

Tolkein, J.R.R.

Tolstoy, Leo

Twain, Mark

Tyler, Anne

Updike, John

Vonnegut Jr., Kurt

Walker, Alice

Wells, H.G.

Wharton, Edith

Wolfe, Thomas

Wolfe, Tom

Wolff, Tobias

Woolf, Virginia

Wright, Richard

Any other appropriate authors will also be acceptable – just run the name past me first.

** Look your choices up (internet or library) first to make sure there will be ample resources.

