11th Grade Honors English Summer Reading
Angela’s Ashes by Frank McCourt
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The following assignment is due on the first day back to school.  This assignment counts as a large portion of your first 5-week grade, so make sure you put in the necessary effort and creativity.  You are responsible for obtaining a copy of the book, which is available at bookstores and websites such as amazon.com.

Angela’s Ashes Scrapbook: You will need to create a scrapbook as if you were the main character.  To do so, use your creativity and complete the following tasks, inserting them into the scrapbook in the appropriate places.

1.)  Scrapbook cover – with a title, visual representation of the book, and your name.

2.)  Journal entries (at least 5) – written as if you were Frank McCourt from various sections of the book.

3.)  Visual representations – ideas, words, pictures, etc.  that relate to the story should accompany the journals and letters to give the project its scrapbook feel.

4.)  Postcards / Letters to or from a friend or relative (at least 4) – insert correspondence to or from friends or relatives that document your journey through life.  They should include references to events in the book, as well as emotions felt.

5.)  At the end of your scrapbook, complete the following essay (which must be typed).

Explain the literary relevance and historical impact of this critically acclaimed memoir.  You may wish to do a bit of extra research, either through the Internet or at a library, on topics such as Irish immigration and culture, as well as the memoir genre.  Your essay should be written in 3-part form (introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion), with a thesis that is strongly supported throughout your writing.  Use MLA format for your writing and follow the conventions of writing a strong essay (i.e., do not use the 1st-person voice).

