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Strategies for Topic Sentences – Topic sentences state the main idea of a paragraph.

Occasion/Position Statements



Occasion introduces your reason for writing



Position states what you plan to prove or explain

An occasion/position statement (complex sentence) begins with one of these words or phrases:

*  In order that

  *  As                         *  Whether

*  If 


  *  Even though
*  Until

*  After

  *  Although

*  Where

*  Since

  *  Unless

*  Though

*  Before

  *  While

*  Even if

*  So that

  *  When 

*  Because

*  Whenever

  *  Even

*  Wherever

*  As long as

  *  As if

*  As soon as



Example Sentence

Although my family and I have taken many wonderful vacations, none was more fun and exciting than our camping trip to the Grand Canyon.


Power (Number) Statements



Power (number) statements are sentences that contain a number word



Helpful number words:

*  Two 

*  A few

*  Three

*  Numerous

*  Four


*  A couple of

*  Several

*  A number of

*  Many

*  A myriad

*  Some

*  Various



Example Sentence




Tourists traveling to Rome will want to visit three spectacular sights.

However Statements

However statements are one of several conjunctive adverbs that will help you organize your thoughts into a topic sentence or a thesis statement

There are many other conjunctive adverbs.  Try one of these as you think about your topic.  The list of conjunctive adverbs includes:


*  In fact


*  Instead


*  Nevertheless

*  Consequently


*  As a result of

*  Therefore


*  Next



*  Likewise


*  Meanwhile


*  Furthermore


*  Still



*  Otherwise

Example Statement

Our class enjoyed everything at the zoo; however, the monkeys were the most entertaining.


And, But, and Or Statements



And, but, and or statements create a compound sentence

With the coordination conjunctions- and, but, or, nor, so, yet, and for- you can easily write a topic sentence.

Always place a comma before the conjunction.

Use the words BOY FANS to help you remember these conjunctions.

B= but

F= for

O= or

A= and

Y= yet

N= nor



S- so

Example sentences

Some people find it difficult to program a VCR, but most will succeed if they just remember to follow these guidelines.

A Few Good Prepositions



These words can jog your thinking and push you into a good topic sentence:




*  According

*  For


*  Outside




*  Along with

*  From

*  Over




*  After

*  In


*  Since




*  Among

*  In addition to
*  Through




*  Because of

*  In case of

*  Throughout




*  By


*  In spite of

*  Under




*  Before

*  Instead of

*  Until




*  Besides

*  Inside

*  With




*  Beyond

*  Like


*  Within




*  Due to

*  Near


*  Without




*  Despite

*  Of


*  With the exception of




*  During

*  On



Example Sentence




Throughout the campaign the senator made promises to improve health care.


To, Plus a Verb

Try using an infinitive to start your paper.  An infinitive is the main verb preceded by the word to. Some examples of infinitives are to succeed, to accomplish, to finish, to win, and to teach.

Example Sentence


To win at chess, players need to master three skills.

The List Statement

A common method for writing a topic sentence or thesis statement is to list the categories you will address in your paper.  Two of the ways you can accomplish this are:

A List of Words:

When I set out to buy my new car, I looked for a vehicle that was reliable, safe, and economical.



A List of Phrases:

Problems with the new school include: poor ventilation, small classrooms, and limited parking


Get Their Attention- Action Verb Topic Sentence



A declarative statement uses a strong verb (action word).



Example Sentences:




My science group identified two important changes to the water as it boiled.


Side by Side Statements

Sometimes using two simple sentences- one for the occasion and one for the position- is the right way to go.  It is especially powerful if your goal is to put emphasis on your position.

Example Sentence


A little stress may be good.  Too much is dangerous.

Transitions 


Remember:

1. Transitions

· Introduce key/star ideas.

· Connect reasons, details, or facts.

· Help the writer and the reader.

2. Transitional Expressions on this list are just a few of the many words and phrases we can use to help readers follow our thoughts as we write.
· Look for other transitions as you read.

3. A transition does not need to be the first word in the sentence.

Example: Water safety was the first skill I learned at camp.
4. Sometimes a paragraph sounds better if you drop first or first of all. Think first to help you organize, but drop it from the final copy.
5. Writers also make transitions by emphasizing key ideas, using repetition, or selecting synonyms.

· Cost, safety features, mileage, design

· Teenage drivers, veteran drivers, drivers over the age of 80

· Senator Kennedy, congressman, our representative in Washington

List of Transitions

A bad→ A worse → The worst

A good→ A better→ The best

First→ Another→ Next

First→ In addition→ Equally Important

First→ Second→ Third

First of all→ Also

First of all→ Besides→ In Addition

First of all→ Also→ Last

To begin→ Next→ A final

First of all→ The next→ Another

First of all→ In addition→ Finally

Initially→ Then→ After that

One→ Also

One→ Another→ Finally

One→ Equally important

One→ One other→ Along with→ Last

One→ Then→ Another

One example → Another Example

One way→ Another way→ A final method

The first→ The second

To begin→ At the same time→ Finally

The E’s


ELABORATION - Information to back up your reasons, details, or facts (R-D-F)



Examples

Expert opinion



Explanations

Everyday life



Evidence

Effective illustrations



Events


Elaboration



Experiences

Excitement

Always ask yourself if you have enough red.  Check to see if you have included specific or presented enough evidence.

Remember!!!!!


E’s support your topic sentence.



E’s make your writing interesting and believable.

Conclusions


When you write your conclusion, think about the following:

1. Restate your position; remind your readers of you topic.

2. Use synonyms, new action verbs, or new descriptive words.

3. If it fits, try using one of theses words or phrases in the final sentence to start the conclusion or to be “buried” inside the conclusion

*  In fact

* Obviously

*  Clearly

*  Truly

*  Definitely

*  Surely

*  To sum up

*  Overall

*  Certainly

*  In conclusion



Example

The drivers of the Indianapolis 500 certainly take many risks, but they also plan ahead for their own safety and the safety of other drivers.

4. The conclusion/ clincher/ closing statement is your lasting opportunity to reach the reader.  Dare to be different without introducing or moving to a new topic

!!!!!!!!!!!THE FINAL STATEMENT IS IMPORTANT!!!!!!!!!!!!

