Persuasive Essay Description and Assignment

The purpose of a persuasive essay is to convince the reader to do or think something.  The essay itself is very similar to an expository essay except it adds the persuasive element.  Three ingredients that help to create an effective persuasive essay are statistics, quotes and anecdotes.  The following is a description of each:

· Statistic: a fact or data from a large quantity of numerical information (ex.: Gallop poles show that three out of five people would are in favor of…)

· Quote: a word for word copy of what someone has said or written (ex.: Larry King said, “If you do something, expect consequences.”)

· Anecdotes: a short and amusing or interesting story about a real incident or person used to make a point (ex.: If someone were talking about the misuse of law enforcement, for example, they might use an anecdote about how a man in charge of road cleanup was ticketed for littering when a scrap of paper he had already picked up off the road blew out the back of his truck.)

Directions:

Write a persuasive essay (see prompt below) using everything you have learned about writing an expository essay while adding the persuasive element.  Put a statistic in one of the body paragraphs, a quote in another of the body paragraphs and an anecdote in another of the body paragraphs.  Before writing the essay, don’t forget to first:

· Choose whether you want to write for or against the given topic (see Decision Chart below)

· Brainstorm the best supporting ideas and choose the best three

· Make a “Candy Wrapper” graphic organizer

Prompt:  Write a persuasive essay to convince administrators, parents and teachers to either continue with the unified dress code or to stop it.

Decision Chart: Below is a chart that will help you decide which side of the argument you should take as you write the essay.   Brainstorm as many ideas for each side of the argument.  It is advised that you choose the side that you have the most and the best argument for—even if it is not the side you personally feel strongest about.  Remember, you are writing this for a grade, so if you feel strongly about a side but don’t have strong arguments for it, it will do you no good.

	Pro (for the idea)
	Con (against the idea)

	
	


Example of a persuasive essay about whether the school should  have more pep rallies or not: 


Got fun?  Fun means different things to different people.  To some it means a merry-go-round; to some a motorcycle ride; to some a beautiful sunset.  To a middle school student, there is nothing quite as fun as a pep rally!  Nova Middle School should have pep rallies more often because they give students rest from the stress of school, they are well worth the cost and they boost school spirit.


To begin with, pep rallies relieve school stress.  Stress blocks the ability to think and achieve good grades.  Another negative aspect of stress is that it brings out the worst in people.  Sometimes stress causes students to skip classes, be disrespectful to teachers and administrators and fight each other.  Meredith Viera, an anchor for The Today Show, said early life stress could lead to violence in later life.  For this reason, pep rallies would be a great stress buster.


On the other hand, some may say the cost of pep rallies is too great.  However, fundraisers and volunteers can help to eliminate the cost and, perhaps, even make the school some extra money.  There is also the money that was raised through the Parent Teacher Student Association (PTSA) magazine fundraiser.  Some of this money was promised to go to student activities.  Last school year, the PTSA even had left over funds at the end of the year.  As can be seen, fund raising, past and future can help to reduce the cost of pep rallies.


Finally, pep rallies elevate a sense of school spirit.  Students are able to dress up in school and class colors.  These events give students alike the opportunity to express excitement constructively.  In an informal poll, less than 60 percent of Nova Titans have attended an after school activity.  Clearly, pep rallies are a great way to inspire school spirit.

In conclusion, students at Nova Middle need more pep rallies for the following reasons.  These events help to reduce student stress.  The price of these rallies can easily be afforded through fund raising and volunteering. Lastly, they raise school P.R.I.D.E.  Yeah!  We got fun!  It’s called P-E-P! R-A-L-L-Y!  What does it spell?
