7th Grade Language Arts Syllabus

Mr. Mahfood – Nova Middle School – 2010-2011

Welcome to Mr. Mahfood’s 7th grade Language Arts class!  This year promises to be an excellent year for learning.  We will focus on improving your writing, grammar, reading and presentations skills.  So here we go!

Supply List:

Important:

· 1 one-inch thick binder (with pockets on the inside covers)
· 1 pack of 5 dividers with tabs (for binder)

· Loose-leaf notebook paper (for binder)

· Pens (blue and/or black)

· Pencils

· Pocket pencil sharpener

· Erasers

Helpful (but not essential):

· Red pens (for editing)

· Highlighters (multicolored) 

· Colored pencils

Homework:

For the language arts class, there will be regular homework assignments such as writing a story or essay, grammar practice, vocabulary practice, studying for a test, or doing a project.

Assignment Due Dates:

All assignments (class work and homework) are to be turned in on the day they are due.  My late policy is as follows:

· 1st Quarter: 3 school days to turn work in late (1 point off for each day it is late)

· 2nd Quarter: 2 school days to turn work in late (1 point off for each day it is late)

· 3rd Quarter: 1 school day to turn work in late (1 point off for the day it is late)

· 4th Quarter: no late work will be accepted
My goal is to train you by degree to plan ahead to get your work done on time for all of your classes.  Students who are absent will have 2 days to make up the work for every day their attendance record is marked “absent” by the Nova Middle School office.  Missing class for a sports activity or fieldtrip in not an absence.  It is your responsibility to find out what the work is and turn it in on the day it is due.

Assignments with Proper Names:

All work that is turned in must have your first and last names on it.  Any work that is turned in with only one name, a nickname, or no name at all will not be graded but will be posted on the board in the back of the classroom.  It is the student’s responsibility to check the board, claim the work, put their first and last name on it, and turn it in to the teacher for a lesser grade.  If this is not done within two class periods of the due date the student will receive a zero for that assignment.

Grades:

Grades will be posted on Pinnacle and can be checked from home.  The following is helpful in understanding some of the grading symbols:

· A blank indicates that the assignment has not yet been graded or inputted.

· An “X” indicates that the student has been excused from handing in that assignment.

· A “Z” indicates that the assignment is past due but the student has not turned it in.  Depending on the quarter and how late the assignment is (see “Late Work” section above), the assignment may or may not be graded by the teacher.

· A number (including “0”) indicates the amount of points (not the percentage) the student actually earned for that assignment.

Behavior:

The following are the School-wide 3PR Classroom Expectations:

· be Prompt

· be Prepared

· be Productive

· be Respectful

Consequences for behavior infractions will follow the school-wide discipline plan:

1. Verbal warning

2. “Character Trait” assignment (must be signed by a parent and turned in the next class period)

3. Parent contact

4. Administrative referral

Contact Information:

The fastest way to contact me with questions and concerns is via my school email: dale.mahfood@browardschools.com.  Otherwise, you may contact me by calling the Nova Middle School office: (754)-323-3700.  I encourage you to check my class webpage for homework, quiz/test dates and project due dates: www.quia.com/pages/seventhlalit.html.

I look forward to working with you and your parents toward a successful 7th grade Language Arts year!

Sincerely,

Dale Mahfood
P.S. Please have your parents and yourself fill in and sign the attached “Student/Parent/Teacher Agreement” form, and turn it into Mr. Mahfood during the next class session.


We are Nova…we are intelligent, sophisticated, and hold very high expectations of ourselves.

Student/Parent/Teacher Agreement

Student Name (print): ______________________________, _____________________________






      Last



       First

I have read Mr. Mahfood’s 7th Grade Language Arts Syllabus and agree to follow it.

_________________________    _________________________    _________________________    

Student signature

      Parent/Guardian signature
 Teacher signature

_____________                            _____________                            _____________                            

Date 


                  Date       


            Date          

Fill in the following information – PLEASE PRINT:         

Father’s name: _________________________________, ________________________________






Last



       
      First


Is the father living at the same residence as the student? (circle one):    YES    NO




Email address:
________________________________________________________




Home phone:
________________________________________________________




Cell phone:
___________________________________________________




Work phone:
___________________________________________________

Mother’s name: _________________________________, ________________________________






Last



       
      First


Is the mother living at the same residence as the student? (circle one):    YES    NO




Email address:
________________________________________________________




Home phone:
________________________________________________________




Cell phone:
___________________________________________________




Work phone:
___________________________________________________

Guardian’s name: ________________________________, _______________________________






Last



       
      First

Relationship of guardian to student: _________________________________________________

Is the guardian living at the same residence as the student? (circle one):    YES    NO




Email address:
________________________________________________________




Home phone:
________________________________________________________




Cell phone:
___________________________________________________




Work phone:
___________________________________________________







