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· Your grade is determined by your performance on a variety of activities that develop the four main language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing connected with an understanding and analysis of historical events, policies and geography that shaped U.S. society and culture. 

Class Performance 

Four areas fall into this category: (1) Organization, (2) Participation, 

(3) Presentations, and (4) Cards.

1. Organization includes maintaining a binder according to teacher instructions and having required materials on a daily basis, as explained below. Being well organized aids in the learning process. Points will be lost when organizational issues keep you and others from learning and participating.

2. Each quarter you will earn a grade reflecting how well you participate in individual, partner and group work, as well as in classroom assignments and discussions You will also receive participation credit for attentively watching films, taking notes, listening to others and being engaged in improving your learning.
3. You will receive grades for short presentations for each quarter.

4. One measure of your participation will be cards on which points for responses to questions about assignments and other topics we are covering are tallied. 
.


Required Materials
To be brought to class each day (other materials will be announced):
· Writing utensils: #2 pencil with eraser, 2 pens of different, easily legible colors

· 3-hole punched loose-leaf paper

· A 3-ring binder with seven divider sections clearly labeled Assignments, Notes, Handouts, Projects, Songs, Vocabulary/Expressions, and Graded Papers

To be brought to class as instructed:
· Textbook __________________________________________________________________

· Workbook _________________________________________________________________

Needed for projects: Markers, colored pencils, poster board, and cards for vocabulary
Suggested: Dictionary
Participation is measured each quarter based on the following rubric. Active Daily Participation may include verbal interactions with teacher and peers, paired practice, taking notes, following directions, research in computer labs/language lab, and all other daily activities as required by the instructor.

	5
	4
	3
	2
	0 - 1

	Consistent, daily participation
	Usually takes initiative to participate daily
	Occasionally needs prompts to participate daily
	Frequently needs prompts to participate daily
	Makes little or no attempt to participate daily


MAKE-UP POLICY   

Assignments are to be ready for grading at the beginning of class on due dates. Work missed after an excused absence or tardy may be made up. You will have one day per day missed to turn in make-up work. Tests and quizzes must be taken on the day given, unless you are absent that day (if so, arrange to retake ASAP). It is your responsibility to find out about any work missed. A failed test may be retaken outside of class time—a resulting passing score will be recorded as 60%.
PROJECTS   

Each quarter you will receive instructions on how to complete projects. Grading criteria and due dates will be announced for each project. One subject for projects will be learning how to conduct appropriate historical research.
APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR  

Non-compliance with the following classroom requirements will result in parental contact and/or disciplinary action.
· Follow all school rules and dress codes as outlined in your Student Handbook. 

· Be on time to class: tardies will be dealt with according to school policy. 

· Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings and take out assignments for checking.
· Keep electronic devices (cell phones, headsets, iPods, etc.) turned off and out of sight.

· Do not handle teacher materials or learning technology unless instructed otherwise.
· Listen carefully to teacher instructions and to other students when it is their turn.
· Treat others with respect and courtesy (and keep your hands to yourself).

· Keep desk area clean and dispose of any trash appropriately at the end of class (do not throw anything).

· Drinks and food (including gum and candy) are only allowed in class with teacher permission.

· Use language appropriate for school.

· Remain in your assigned seat until the bell rings.
· Act according to the Six Pillars of Character! Be trustworthy, respectful, responsible, fair and caring, and exhibit behaviors of good citizenship!

WEBSITE


www.quia.com
