Create a Lesson Plan

High School

Directions: This final oral presentation can take no more than 15 minutes. Your Lesson Plan must be typed according to the Outline below and given to me.

Most public schools require teachers to submit lesson plans in advance for every class day. For that reason, aspiring teachers must come to an interview prepared with a five or ten-minute mini-lesson that they ‘teach’ to the faculty and administrators who are evaluating his or her potential as a teacher.  For this assignment, you must create just such a mini-lesson to present to the class. This lesson must include an age-appropriate, hands-on activity, which you must explain to us as though we were your students. You must prepare at least one handout or worksheet for this activity and provide copies.

Sample Lesson Plan Outline

I. Overview/Description of Lesson: Once you and your students have read and discussed Romeo and Juliet, take the students back into the text to further analyze individual characters. This activity can be used to demonstrate knowledge of the characters or it can serve as preparation for a character analysis essay. This activity will take one to two class periods, depending on the ability level of the class. 

II. Goal: to engage students in textual analysis
Objectives: to learn character analysis, to brainstorm for an essay, to practice discussion skills

      III.      Materials: the New Folger edition of Romeo and Juliet; blank, unlined paper 

IV. Procedure:

1. Give the students a piece of unlined paper and have them fold it into quarters to create four squares. 

2. Ask students to choose their favorite or least favorite character and write that character's name in the center of the paper. 

3. At the top of each of the four squares, have each student write a different personality trait for his or her chosen character. For example, Romeo could be described as moody, romantic, impulsive, and egotistical. Encourage the students to be exact in their wording. 

4. Under each trait listed, students should note three to five scenes in which the trait is demonstrated. Discourage the students from listing the same scene more than once. 

5. Next, students must locate a quotation from the play to support each trait. A quotation may be something the chosen character says or something others say about him or her; it can be long or short. Explain how to cite a quotation: Act 1, Scene 1, Line 154 should be listed as 1.1.154. My students (with a little encouragement from me) often compete to see who can find the most appropriate citations. If students moan, "I can't find it," remind them to go back to the scenes they have already written down and look for quotations there. 

6. Once these steps are completed, have the students flip their papers over to the back. Ask students to describe the appearance of their characters in the first square. Encourage them to cite quotations from the play that support their descriptions. For example, if a student states that Juliet is blonde, he or she might list, "O, she doth teach the torches to burn bright! / It seems she hangs upon the cheek of night / As a rich jewel in an Ethiop's ear" (1.5.51-53). 

7. In the second square, have students write the name of the person closest to their characters, explaining the relationship and anything it indicates about the character's personality. 

8. Have students fill the third square with any other facts about their character that the students can glean from the play. 

9. Finally, in the last square, students should write one sentence to sum up what makes the character unique. 

10. Hold small group or class discussions to reveal the students' findings. If you choose to hold small-group discussions, group the students by character. If you prefer a class discussion, write several characters' names on the board and have student volunteers toss out the traits they listed for those characters along with their best supporting quotations. Discuss the validity of choices in character traits and supporting quotations. 

11. Assign a character analysis essay, requiring students to use the supporting materials they discovered through the brainstorming process in their essay.  

V. Teacher Reflection: At the end of the lesson, I asked myself these questions: Were my students engaged in the brainstorming activity and in the discussion process? How full of information were their squares? For a more formal, graded evaluation, I collected the brainstorming and check for cohesiveness between the quotes chosen and character traits. My recommendation is that when you assess the essays, evaluate the entire process, assigning a grade for both the brainstorming and the final product. 

V.  Bibliography: 

Bernhard-Jackson, Gabrielle. A Brief Biography of William Shakespeare. 

http://oll.temple.edu/ih/IH51/Humanist/Shakespeare/ShakespeareBio.htm

Porter, Lori. Folder Paper Brainstorming: Romeo and Juliet

http://www.folger.edu/education/lesson.cfm?lessonid=52.

      Shakespeare, William. Romeo and Juliet. The Folger Library.

A Brief Biography of William Shakespeare
by Professor Gabrielle Bernhard-Jackson, English Department
Birth: 1564 (same year as Galileo) in Stratford-on-Avon, England, a prosperous market town. A market town was one in which a major market was held at frequent intervals for the sale of all kinds of goods produced in the surrounding area. In Shakespeare's time, Stratford would have been about a day's journey from London.
Family: Shakespeare's father was a glovemaker and trader in agricultural goods: in other words, a craftsman and minor merchant. He became a member of the town council and held offices in the town's government. Shakespeare's wife came from a property-owning family in a small town near Stratford.
Social class: English social classes of the sixteenth century were different from ours. There was no "middle class." As you can see below, Shakespeare's family was about at the middle of the social system in money and status. Major divisions were between:
NOBILITY, who came from families with titles and high positions;
GENTRY, who owned and managed landed estates but did not otherwise work;
MERCHANTS, who conducted large businesses;
SMALL FARMERS (Shakespeare's wife's family was in this social group);
CRAFTSMEN, who were expert workers in one particular form of manufacture (Shakespeare's father was in this social group);
SMALL FARMERS, who rented land from the nobility and gentry;
SERVANTS,
VAGRANTS, people roaming around with no means of support.
Schooling: Children of councilmen were entitled to free tuition at the Stratford Grammar School, so Shakespeare almost certainly attended it. It was a private school (like all at that time) that included levels equivalent to our elementary and high school. He would have learned Latin, the rules of prose and poetic composition, English history, Greek and Roman history and mythology. Shakespeare did not go to college.
Marriage and children: At 18, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway, 26. They had three children: two daughters and a son. The son died while still a child.
Career: At some time in his early twenties, Shakespeare went to London and became a member of an acting company. Acting companies were groups of actors who stayed together over time. The company was run by a manager or group of managers (sometimes a group of the actors). Each company was under the sponsorship of a member of the nobility.
Shakespeare soon began writing plays for his company. He continued in this double activity (actor and writer) until about 1612, when he retired to Stratford (aged 48). In his approximately 24-year career, he wrote 36 plays and collaborated on at least two more (these figures are slightly different from the ones in the Signet "Prefatory Remarks"). His dramas comprise tragedies, comedies, plays about English history, and "romances": romantic tragicomedies. He also wrote two long narrative poems, one other longish poem of unclear meaning, and 154 sonnets.
Unlike the stereotypical poet starving in a garret, Shakespeare was financially successful. He invested in a share of his acting company that entitled him to a proportion of its profits; he was also paid as an actor and as a playwright (plays were bought outright by the company: no royalties). At the age of 33, he purchased the second largest house in his home town. Apparently he commuted; we don't know how often.
Othello: This play was probably written in 1604, a little past the middle of Shakespeare's career (he was 40). It was performed at the royal court during the Christmas season of that year, when command performances of entertainments for the king and courtiers were customary. That means it had probably already been a success.
Death: Shakespeare died in Stratford on April 23, 1616, aged 52. Both his daughters died childless; there are no Shakespeare descendants. 
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