Dr. Elizabeth Davidson

Graded Writing Assignments: 

Directions and Rubric for completing Student Mini-Lectures  (SML)

Step 1: Choose your writer according to genre:  SML I: Poetry; SML II: Prose (look for definitions of these terms if you are not sure – or ask me).

Step 2:  Write your Outline using these 5 headings in this order, leaving plenty of space in between for Step 3. Your Outline can be typed directly into a new Discussions message box, but, but creating a WORD file and Attaching it to a new Discussions message box would be much more effective.


Part   I:
Biography/Background (20 points)
Part  II:  
Critique (30 points)
Part III: 
Short excerpt (5 points)
Part IV: 
ADQ (Analytic Discussion Question) (30 points)

Part  V:  
Reference List/Bibliography (15 points)
Grading: A = 90 – 100 points; B = 80 – 89; C = 70 – 79; D = 60 – 69

Step 3: Fill-in each section of your Outline, either by typing it directly into the new Discussions message box you created for your Outline, or – better yet - by using the WORD file you created for your Outline.

Part I always contains factual information on the Biography of the author and the social, cultural, and historical Background of his/her writings that can be typed directly into your report or provided as a hyperlink (20 points).

Part II always contains your Critique of the author, which means that you must state your feelings and opinion of the author’s writing and your evaluation or assessment of his or her career as a writer of poetry for Graded Assignment I or as a writer of prose for Graded Assignment II. Your Critique should include the reasons why you picked this author in the first place (30 points).

Part III always contains an Excerpt or short writing passage from the author you picked, which can be typed directly into your report or provided as a hyperlink. For Graded Assignment I, the Excerpt will be a short poem. For Graded Assignment II, the text will be 1-2 prose paragraphs from a story, essay or book This Excerpt is what your ADQ in the next Part will be “about” (5 points).

Part IV always contains the ADQ (Analytic Discussion Question), which is a question about the Excerpt in Part III that you ask the rest of the class to answer in a Reply to the  Discussions area of the course. Please note that this question must not only be based on the Excerpt you posted in Part III, but it must be a question that can be answered by knowing no more about the author than what is contained in the rest of your report. Be sure to look at the Sample Student Mini-Lecture I have provided and/or ask me if you are not sure that your ADQ is the correct type of question (30 points).


     Part V always contains a Reference List/Bibliography ( also known as the Works Cited page) for all of the sources of information you used to create this Student Mini-Lecture, including the text excerpt, typed according to correct MLA style rules (15 points). 

Grading: A = 90 – 100 points; B = 80 – 89; C = 70 – 79; D = 60 – 69

Step 4: Post your finished SML of approximately 500 – 750 words online in the WebCT Discussions area of the course, so that other students can Reply to your report and answer your ADQ. You have 3 posting options: Option (1), which is the least effective option, is type your entire report directly into a new Discussions message box. Option (2) is to write your report as a WORD file and Attach it to a new Discussions message box. Option (3), which is the option that will get you the highest grade, is to post your report as an Attachment with embedded hyperlinks.

