Fall 2001

EN 101

Midterm Exam

Directions:  Write an expository essay of at least 5 paragraphs solving one of the two problems below. Be sure to check for spelling, punctuation, and sentence boundaries.

Situation 1:  Your 4th grade cousin is the youngest kid in class. He is quiet and small and sensitive. For this reason, he is a prime target for the other children to tease. One other 4th grader in particular has targeted your cousin for bullying. That older and larger 4th grader routinely harasses your cousin with abuse ranging from name-calling to demanding lunch money to occasional kicking and punching. 

Problem:  The situation just gets worse every day, and now your cousin is refusing to go back to school for fear of being bullied. He says that he’ll run away if he is forced to attend. What reasonable and legal step(s) can you take to end this case of school bullying?

Situation 2: Current bilingual education methods involve teaching students a number of school subjects in their native languages while they are being taught intensive English. Supporters of bilingual education explain that the goal of this transitional method is not only to teach non-English speaking students to speak English but at the same time to phase them into English-only classes. Critics of bilingual education prefer an immersion approach, in which non-English speaking students are taught all their classes in simplified English. 

Problem: As Governor, you must make the decision whether or not to continue existing bilingual education programs in New Jersey.  Considering not only the supporters and critics of bilingual education but also your own personal feelings, would you as Governor continue or dismantle bilingual education programs in New Jersey public schools?
