PASSAIC COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

Academic Year: __________

I. Course Code: EN 101

II. Course Title: Composition I

III. Prerequisites: EN 004 with a grade of “C” or better or ENA 107 and ENB 107 with a grade of “C” or better or test placement.

IV. Number of Credits: 3 Lecture Hours

V. Instructor’s Name:

office location:

address:

phone:

e-mail address:

office hours:

VI.       Course Description: First half of a two-semester sequence that focuses on the different stages of the writing process and includes a mandatory 4-5 page MLA style research paper. A variety of writing and reading assignments are designed to develop analytical and critical thinking skills. Emphasis will be placed on the concepts of audience, purpose and form.

VII.      Course Objectives: upon completion of the course, the student will demonstrate mastery in the following areas:  

Organization and Development:

a.  use the five-paragraph essay format, containing an original thesis and consisting of an introduction, three paragraphs of body, and conclusion

b.  use transitional words and phrases to indicate the organizational scheme between and within paragraphs

c.  use as development specific examples drawn from observation, discussion, written sources, and research

d.  establish the logical relationship between all parts of an essay through the use of transitions, sequencing, and other rhetorical devices


Grammar and Mechanics:

a.  utilize proofreading skills

b.  evaluate, edit and revise thoroughly and effectively

c.  create essays free of errors (as specified in Outcomes) in standard English usage and mechanics


Style:

a.  use sentence control and variety

b.  avoid generalizations, cliché, repetition and padding

c.  create rhetorically effective paragraphs of appropriate length


Reading:

a.  synthesize information in a variety of reading selections and/or research sources

b.  respond with an original thesis to the content of the reading selections

c.  incorporate material from research at any stage of the writing process

VIII.    Course Outline (schedule of topics to be covered):

Week 1:   Introduce the Course and Diagnostic Testing

Week 2:   Assign mandatory Research Project

Week 3:   Write graded short essay

Week 4:   Submit thesis for research project
Week 5:   Visit LRC

Week 6:   Write graded short essay

Week 7:   Submit typed first draft of research project

Week 8:   Midterm Exam

Week 9:   Conference to discuss Midterm Exam and Student Progress

Week 10: Write graded short essay

Week 11: Edit and revise research project first draft
Week 12: Write graded short essay

Week 13: Submit graded Final Draft of Research Project

Week 14: Departmental Final Exam

IX. Text(s), Journals, and Other Materials Used in the Course:

Fulwiler & Hayakawa. The College Writer’s Reference. New York: Prentice-Hall.

Hirschberg, Stuart. The New Millenium Reader. New York: Prentice-Hall.

X. Methods of Evaluation:

Grade Determinants and Number of Papers & Examinations:

a. 3 - 5 graded five-paragraph essays (at least 2 written in class), free of errors.

b. Departmental Midterm Examination scored by the instructor.

c. Departmental Final Examination holistically scored. A score of 8 on the Final Examination is considered passing, although students who have done well throughout the semester may be passed with a score of  7.

d. 4 - 5 page research project, typed according to current MLA style. This research project must receive a minimum final grade of “C” for the student to be considered eligible to pass the class.

e.  Portfolio/journal containing all written, graded work

       Course Grading:

3 - 5 short graded essays:


40%

4 - 5 page MLA style research project:
50%

        Participation:


                    10%

        TOTAL:




       100%

Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. More than four absences from a single session class or two absences from a double session class will jeopardize a student’s grade. Absence for any reason does not excuse the student from responsibility for class work or assignments missed. Students who are unprepared to participate in class may be considered absent from that class.

--------------------------------------

If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations in my classroom, please see your counselor or the Special Needs Counselor, or contact the secretary in the Counseling Department at ext. 5568. If you require testing accommodations, you must notify the Special Needs Counselor one week in advance of the test.

--------------------------------------

