EN 102 Graded In-Class Essay

Directions: Write a 5-paragraph analytic essay answering the question below. Be sure to proofread carefully for spelling, word endings, punctuation and sentence errors.

Background: The one-act play Trifles, written by Susan Glaspell, is a sort of ‘whodunit’ type of murder mystery with a difference. In this case, the professionals who are supposed to find out what happened fail in their job. The County Attorney (Mr. Henderson) and the Sheriff (Mr. Peters) attempt to piece together the events leading up to the murder of John Wright. The audience, however, is left with the impression that Mrs. Hale, the next-door neighbor, and Mrs. Peters, the Sheriff’s wife, slowly realize not only who the murderer is but also what the motive was.

Question: Why does Mrs. Peters first conceal, and then Mrs. Hale smuggle out, the strangled canary, knowing full well that the bird is an important piece of evidence?

Outline

Paragraph I/Introduction (put thesis here):

Paragraph II/Body (support your thesis with one quote here):

Paragraph III/Body (2nd quote here):

Paragraph IV/Body (3rd quote here):

Paragraph V/Conclusion (predict if the murderer will be convicted):

