Introduction to Children’s Literature

Analyzing Picture Books
Directions: While all picture books contain simple and fast-paced narratives, not all picture books use words.  With or without words, the story in a picture book is inseparable from the pictures. Use these three steps to analyze the narrative technique of your selection.

I. All picture books fall into one of these categories listed below. Which category best describes your selection (WHY):

REALISM:  like a photograph

CARTOON:  uses humorous exaggeration

EXPRESSIONISM:  like Van Gogh, creates experimental distortion

IMPRESSIONISM:  like Monet, splashes of color and light

POINTILISM: uses all dots

SURREALISM:  creates unnatural relationships and bizarre, weird incongruities

FOLK ART:  adopts culturally specific images such as quilts and clothing designs

II. All picture books use one or more of the conventions listed below. Which conventions are used in your selection (HOW)?

COLOR:  the most important and emotionally appealing convention

LINE:  suggests movement and interactions

SPACE:  empty parts of the page which are still full of meaning

SHAPE:  geometrical forms which create familiarity and a sense of safety

TEXTURE:  artistic use of a three-dimensional quality

COMPOSITION & PERSPECTIVE:  the angle from which we “see” the story

III. WHAT elements, qualities or features do you feel are most important in a

 successful picture book?

Hispanic-American Children’s Literature

Minority Picture Books

In honor of Hispanic Heritage Month, I would like to focus today’s class on Chicano Children’s authors:

1.   Rudolfo Anaya, Chicano born in New Mexico

2. Gloria Anzaldua, Chicana born in Texas

3. Pat Mora, Chicana, born in Texas

What is most important to understand about Hispanic-American literature, including of course children’s literature, is that it is written in English by authors of Hispanic descent. Hispanic-American literature is notable for its bilingualism, including Spanish when & where it helps the author to convey his or her story best.

Like other minority literatures, Hispanic-American literature seeks to preserve an important cultural tradition and, in this case, a language. All minority literatures strive to preserve the oral traditions of its culture, the ancient folktales and social history, but Hispanic-American literature is unique for striving to preserve its language. This goal is particularly important in Hispanic-American children’s literature, where the authors seek to encourage Chicano, Latino, and Diaspora children to know and love Spanish.

This goal is best articulated by Rudolfo Anaya, who is the author of much adult, young adult, and children’s literature.

· see “Roadrunners’s Dance” – (English – only)

Read printed out information on Anaya.

The next author I want to introduce you to is Gloria Anzaldua, who shares not only Anaya’s Chicano heritage but also his goal of preserving the Hispanic tradition. Anzaldua however is a ‘double minority’ as was Languston Hughes: both Hispanic and lesbian.

· see “Friends From the Other Side – (side-by-side English/Spanish)

Read printed information on Anzaldua –

Pat Mora is the third author I want to highlight today – I have brought two books of hers:

· see “Uno, Dos, Tres”  (side-by-side & English-only)

· and “Confetti” – (read poem aloud: Spanish inset into English)

-- read printed information on Mora -- 

