Sample Middle School Lesson Plan

Overview or Description of Lesson:  This lesson plan will deal with the qualities 

     of friendship and love.  It will also encourage students to put into practice their 

     reading, penmanship and grammar skills.  This lesson plan is appropriate for  

     Second to Third grade.  It can also be adjusted to suite a fourth grade class as well.

Goal:  To teach students what friendship really is and to discourage bullying           and cliques.  

Objectives: To discuss the qualities of friendship and love that the characters in the story portrayed; to encourage students to interact with each other; to teach students the responsibilities of taking care of a pet; to motivate them to put their writing skills to use; and to encourage students to recollect what the story was about and retell it in their own words.  

Materials for the Activity:
· The book Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White

· White paper plate, 9"

· Yarn, about 12"

· Beads

· Feathers

· Masking tape

· Pencils

· Scissors

· Hole puncher

· Colored pictures of farms and cities 

· Colored pictures of farm animals

· Construction paper

· Crayons

· Markers

· Colored Pencils

· Spider rings

· A balloon

· Newspaper 

· Masking tape 

· 1 cup of flour

· 1 1/2 cup of water

· 4 cups of boiling water

· Pink tempera paint (or any other color you'd like your pig to be) 

· Paintbrush

· Pink pipe cleaners 

· A craft knife

· Paper egg carton 

· Black paint or markers

· Handouts and activity worksheets (copies of these are included in this lesson plan)

Activity Procedure:
First Step:  Assign class to start reading Charlotte’s Web at home with an adult and then I (the teacher) will read it to the class as they follow along in their books.  Every now and then the students will read parts of the story out loud to the rest of the class.  If we read about 15 pages a day we should finish the 320pg book in a little over 3 weeks.

Second Step:  As we read the story we will do one activity every other day.  We will also discuss what we read the day beforehand to make sure that students comprehend what they are both reading and listening to.

Third Step:  After reading the first chapter we will discuss how Fern saves Wilbur’s life and ends up adopting him.  Students will learn the responsibilities that come with adopting a pet.  Then I will assign them the Adopt-A-Pet activity.  Students may pick any animal they wish to adopt and write a letter to their parents persuading them as to why they should have this pet.  This will encourage them to practice writing letters, and it will help them to do better in penmanship.

Fourth Step:  About two chapters later I will assign them to use the Venn diagram (see activity sheets) to compare farms and cities.  They will write what is different between them and what they have in common.  Students will not only have to write down the things they see in the farms and cities but also what they smell and hear in each of the places. I will then show them pictures of real farms and cities.

Fifth Step:  After reading a few more chapters I will give out the Connect the Dots handout in which students use their numbering skills to connect the dots and draw a pig.

Sixth Step:  About one/fourth into the book I will assign students to pick one of the farm animals from the story and have them draw a picture of their animal on construction paper.  They will use markers, crayons and/or colored pencils for their drawings.  Students will also have to write 5 adjectives to describe the particular farm animal they chose.  After they are done with this I will pass around pictures of real farm animals.

Seventh Step:  Assign the Charlotte’s Web Word Search handout.  Also if there is access to use computers for the students, we will do some activities online.  The website we will use is:  <http://www.bgcs.K12.Oh.US/Kramp/Charlotte%20Web.htm>

Eighth Step:  About midpoint through the book I will assign the handout on E.B. White so that students can familiarize themselves with the author of this famous book.

Ninth Step:  A little more than halfway I will do a project with the students.  It’s called the Paper Mache Piggy Bank and it will take 3 to 4 days to complete. (Instructions are listed towards the bottom of this lesson plan.)

                 Tenth Step:  Students will work on another project.  Students will follow  

                 directions to make a dream catcher like the Chippewa and other Native    

                 Americans once made. The dream catcher is similar in appearance to a spider  

                 web; here bad dreams get caught and disappear when the sun comes up while  

                 good dreams float through the web, down the feather, and onto the person  

                 sleeping beneath it. (instructions are included in this lesson plan)


     Eleventh Step:  Assign the Charlotte’s Web crossword puzzle.


     Twelfth Step:  Three/fourths of the way into reading the book I will guide 

 
     students through a discussion on the qualities of a friend.  Students will be able  

                 to voice their opinions on what they think a friend is.  Then we will see what 

                 qualities discussed are found between Charlotte and Wilbur, Fern and Wilbur  

                 and so forth.


    Thirteenth Step:  Near the end of the book I will encourage students to 

                carefully examine the adjectives that Charlotte spun on her web to describe  

                Wilbur.  We will then discuss the meaning of these adjectives.  I will assign                      

                them to write a sentence using these adjectives.  They will also have to come up                            

                with three adjectives on their own to use in sentence form. 


    Fourteenth Step:  At the end of the story we will discuss what the story was   

                about.  Each child will be assigned a chapter and they will have to write a one 

                to two sentence chapter summary.  This will be revised and rewritten in their 

                best penmanship on white lined paper.  This will then be cut out and glued to 

                construction paper where each student will draw a picture that goes with the 

                theme of the chapter.  All of these will then be collected and put on display for 

                other students, teachers and parents to observe.


    Fifteenth Step:  In this last step we will again discuss the value of friendship  

                and how both Fern and Charlotte loved Wilbur so much that they saved his life.  

                We will also discuss how Wilbur tells Charlotte’s children how he will be by 

                their sides forever.  Then each student will be assigned to write about one of  

                their friends.  They will use the friendship handout as a guide.  These writings 

                will also be revised and rewritten on white lined paper using their best 

                penmanship.  Then they will be hanged on a bulletin board for others to read.

Teacher Reflection:  I think that it’s important for children to realize what the 

            true meaning of friendship is.  They need to learn at an early age that when you 

            care about someone (love them) then you will sacrifice everything for them.     

            Using the book Charlotte’s Web, children will see how Fern cared so much about 

            the little runt that she cried in order for her dad not to kill him.  She ended up 

            saving Wilbur’s life and taking him under her care.  Charlotte the spider became 

            best friends with Wilbur and she was always by his side.  She even sacrificed her 

            own life to save his.  That is a true friend; one that will go the extra mile for  

            friends even if it means sacrificing their life.  Children need to realize that no 

            matter what someone looks like that they should go out of their way to talk to 

  
them and try to be their friend.  Many times children make fun of other classmates 

because of the way they dress or because they may talk funny and that just isn’t 

right.  Children need to know that they aren’t better than others just because they have money or because they are the smartest in the class.  All kids are important and all have something special to give to this world.  Through this lesson plan children will learn to value their friends, classmates, teachers and family members.  They will also learn to give of themselves to others and not just to receive.  Lastly children will learn to value who they are and realize that they are important people and they can make a difference in this world. 

Resources (bibliography/links):

White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web. April 1974.


<http://www.familyeducation.com/topic/front/0,1156,2-14096-1,00.html>


<http://www2.lhric.org/pocantico/charlotte/>


<http://abcteach.com/directory/theme_units/literature/charlottes_web/>

*To buy the book you can check out this website:

<http://www.bestwebbuys.com/books/compare/isbn/0064400557/isrc/                             b-grt-radtop100>

Handouts for Charlotte’s Web listed below:

Connect the Dots

Crossword Puzzle

Venn Diagram

Quiz

Friendship Activity

Adjective Fun

Dream Catcher

Piggy Bank

Connect the dots!
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Charlotte's Web   Crossword 
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	Across
3. Spun by spiders to catch their prey.
4. They took Wilbur to the County _____ to be judged.
6. The rat who likes unusual objects
7. One of the words Charlotte wrote in her web.
9. The young girl who loved Wilbur. 



	
	Down
1. The author of Charlotte's Web.
2. A very talented and smart spider.
3. One Terrific Pig!
5. Fern's brother
8. The place where Charlotte and Wilbur live. 
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Answers key: Charlotte's Web Across: 3. Web, 4. Fair, 6. Templeton, 7. Terrific, 9. Fern.
Down: 1. E.B.White, 2. Charlotte, 3. Wilbur, 5. Avery, 8. Farm
Use the Venn diagram to compare farms and cities.  In the outer circles, write what is different about the two.  In the center, write about what they have in common.
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E. B. White
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     E. B. White was born Elwyn Brooks White in 1899.  He was born in Mount Vernon, New York.  His father was a successful piano manufacturer.
       E. B. White went to Cornell University and graduated in 1921.  He worked as a reporter for various newspapers, and in 1924 returned to New York  to work on the new New Yorker magazine.  He married the magazine's literary editor, Katherine Sergeant Angell, in 1929.  E. B. White wrote for the magazine and other publications, mostly for adults.
     In 1945, he wrote his first children's book, Stuart Little.  This book is about a mouse and all his  adventures with a human family.  Charlotte's Web was published in 1952.  This book is a story about a friendship between a young pig and a spider.  In 1970, E. B. White wrote another children's book The Trumpet of the Swan.  This book is about a boy named Sam, and his love of nature, and of a swan born without a voice.   Sam and Louis first meet in a pond in Canada, and the story continues with Louis' attempts to learn to read and write.  
       E. B. White continued to write essays for adults until his death in 1985.  Children and adults have made his children's books classics.  They are enjoyed as much today as when they were written. 

1.  E. B. White 
    a.  wrote children's books                c.  wrote essays
    b. wrote for the New Yorker           d.  all the above

2.  The Trumpet of the Swan is about
    a.  a spider and a pig                        c.  a swan without a voice
    b.  an adventurous mouse                   d.  none of the above

3.  E. B. White's first children's book was
     a.  Stuart Little                              c.  Charlotte's Web
     b.  The Trumpet of the Swan            d.  all the above

4.  What was the authors purpose for writing children's books?
    a.  to persuade                                  b.  to inform
    c.  to entertain                                  d.  none of the above

Friendship                Charlotte's Web 
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In Charlotte's Web, E. B. White describes the friendship between Wilbur and Charlotte. 

Think about a friend of yours and answer these questions.

Friend's Name _______________________________________________
When did you meet? ___________________________________________
How long have you been friends? __________________________________

What things do you and your friend have in common?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What interests do you have that are different?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What does your friendship with this person mean to you?
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________

Charlotte wrote words that described Wilbur in her web.  Words that describe are adjectives.  The word pig is a noun.  Look at Charlotte's words in the spider webs below. Write a sentence using those words. 
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_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Now, think of some adjectives to describe Wilbur.  Write them in the spider web, and write a sentence using your words.
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_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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Instructions for Projects to use with Charlotte’s Web

Dream Catcher Instructions:

Draw a ring inside the rim of the paper plate. Cut out the center of the plate to the inside edge of the ring. Then cut off the outside rim of the plate to the outside edge of the ring. Punch about 16 holes around the ring. Wrap masking tape around one end of the yarn. Push the taped end of the yarn through a hole and pull through leaving about 3" extending out. Start to make a web by pulling the yarn through another hole and crisscrossing the yarn across the center to fill every hole. End the web by bringing the taped end of the yarn back to the first hole and tying to the other end. Cut a piece of the remaining yarn and draw it through the bottom 2 holes. Even the ends and place beads on them. Slip a feather into the beads. Hang the dream catcher.

Paper Mache Piggy Bank Instructions:                                                

        What to do: Before you begin, blow up a balloon and then cut a bunch of 1-inch   wide strips of newspaper. Put them to the side for later use. 

First, you'll make the paper mache body and head. 

Step One   Mix 1 cup of flour and 1 cup of water together in a mixing bowl. Stir it well until the mixture is thin. 

Step Two   Stir in 4 cups of boiling water. 

Step Three   Let the mixture simmer for about 3 minutes, then leave it to cool. This will be your glue. 

Step Four   Using the strips of newspaper you've cut, dip each in the flour glue and wrap them around the balloon. 

Step Five   Cover the balloon with about two to three layers of newspaper. Allow each layer to dry well before adding another. 

Step Six   After you've completely covered the balloon with a few layers of paper mache, let it dry for a day or two. 

Step Seven  When it's completely dry, make a tiny opening and pop and remove the balloon from the inside. This will be the body and head of the pig. 

Now, make the rest of the body. 

Step One   Separate five sections of the paper egg carton. 

Step Two   Attach one egg carton section for each leg and one for the snout to the body using the masking tape. 

Step Three   Paint your pig. Then allow the paint to dry for several hours. 

Step Four   Make a small hole at the end of the pig for its tail. 

Step Five   Shape the pipe cleaner into a spiral and insert it into the hole. 

Step Six  Take a marker or some black paint and give your pig eyes. 

Step Seven  Cut a slot at the top of the body where you can drop your money.
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