PASSAIC COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

Academic Year: __________

I. Course Code: EN 209
II. Course Title: Introduction to Children’s Literature
III. Prerequisites: EN 101
IV. Number of Credits: 3 Lecture Hours
V. Instructor’s Name:

office location:

address:

phone:

e-mail address:

office hours:

VI.  Catalog Description: Cross-cultural survey of literature written for children and adolescents ranging from Aesop’s Fables (500 B.C.) to present-day poetry, prose and drama with emphasis on the timeless and enduring themes appearing in a diverse selection of texts.

VII. Course Objectives: The goal of this course is to learn about significant authors, issues, and themes in juvenile literature through extensive reading, classroom discussion and guided research. Emphasis will be placed on the development of skills needed for analyzing, evaluating, and discussing a wide range world literature written for children and adolescents, including mythology, folktales, and storytelling. Students will also explore the role of juvenile literature in education. While students will be encouraged to develop sensitivity to the social biases and assumptions reflected in children’s literature, they will also be encouraged to enjoy the spirit of wonder and liveliness of imagination which are the hallmarks of juvenile literature. 

1. Attentive Reading: to develop and practice the habit of close reading

2. Literary Language: to recognize and respond to literary expression

3. Literary Appreciation: to develop aesthetic appreciation for literary styles

and techniques

4. Literary Analysis and Evaluation: to practice critical thinking skills

through the analysis and evaluation of literature

5. Communication: to practice effective communication skills through

individual, small group and full-class discussions as well as formal oral

 presentations

6. Research: to exercise effective information-gathering and research skills,

including use of the Internet

7. Writing: to improve analytical and critical writing skills

8. Literary History: to develop an understanding of the historical, ethical, 

political and cultural development of juvenile literature

9. Social Awareness: to examine representations of human behavior and

Experience

VIII. Course Outline

Week 1:

Course Introduction

Week 2:

Ballads & The Oral Tradition: “Rock Candy Mountain”

Week 3:

Voices of the Nursery 

Week 4:

Voices of the Playground

Week 5:

Picture Books
Week 6:

SML I: Pre/Elementary School Lesson Plan

Week 7:

Fables & Folktales: Aesop

Week 8:

Myths & Legends: “Demeter and Persephone”

Week 9:

Epic & Romance: Halloween & “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

Week 10:

Midterm Exam: Middle School Lesson Plan
Week 11:

Realism & History: Huck Finn & Tom Sawyer

Thanksgiving

Week 12

Fantasy & Science Fiction: Hobbits & Harry

Week 13:

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone

Week 14:

Course Wrap-up
Week 15

Final Exam: High School Lesson Plan

IX.  Text(s), Journals, and Other Materials Used in the Course:
Saltman, Judith. Riverside Anthology of Children’s Literature. 6th ed. New York: 

Houghton Mifflin, 1985.

Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone. Scholastic Trade, 1998.

X. Methods of Evaluation:  short essays, research projects, oral presentations


Grade Determinants and Number of Papers & Examinations:


Short essays

20%


Research projects
40%


Oral presentations
20%


Participation

20%


____________________________________________


TOTAL

100%

XI: Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes. More than three absences from a single session class or two absences from a double session class will jeopardize a student’s grade. Absence for any reason does not excuse the student from responsibility for class work or assignments missed. Late work that is unexcused will not be accepted. Students who are unprepared to participate in class may be considered absent from that class.

If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations in my classroom, please see your counselor, or the Special Needs Counselor, or contact the secretary in the Counseling Department at ext. 5568. If you require testing accommodations, you must notify me one week in advance of the test.

Class-by-Class Assignment Calendar

Fall 2003

Sept 4 – Oct 9:  Pre-School, Poetry & Picture Books

Sept.   4:
Read Riverside 1-9 for Quiz 1/Introduction on September 9.


Sept. 9/11:
Read Riverside 13-21 for Quiz 2/Nursery Rhymes September 16.


Sept. 16/18:
Read Riverside 88-95 for Quiz 3/Playground Voices on Sept 23.

Sept  23/25:    Read Riverside 165-188 for Quiz 4/Picture Books on Oct. 2.

Reminder: bring in at least one Picture book to share on September 30.

Sept 30:
Read Riverside 227-9 for Quiz 5/Fables on October 16.  


Oct.    2:
Reading Readiness

Oct.  7/9:         SML I: Pre-School/Elementary School

Oct 14 – Nov. 6:  Middle School, Changes & Chapter Books


Oct.  14:
Read Riverside 245-251 for Quiz 6/Folktales on October 21.  

Oct   16:          Creation tales.  

Oct.  21/23:
Read Riverside 475-483 for Quiz 7/Myth & Legend on Oct 23.  

Oct   25/28
Read “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” online for class on Oct 30.  


Oct   30:           Read Riverside 665-674 for Quiz 8/Realism on November 13.  


Nov. 4/6:
Midterm Exam: SML II – Middle School Lesson Plan


Nov 11 – Dec 13: High School: After Adolescence, Almost Adulthood

Nov.  11/13:
Read Riverside 807-813 for Take-Home Quiz/Fantasy & SF.  
Nov. 18/20:
Read Harry Potter  for discussion/Quiz 10 on December 2/4.


Nov. 25/27:
Thanksgiving 
Dec.   2/4:
Harry Potter & The Sorcerer’s Stone

Dec.   9/11:
Course Wrap-Up

Dec.  16/18:
Final Exam: SML III -  High School Lesson Plan

Interview

Your name: ____________________________________
 

Name of the person you interview:  ________________________________________

1. What book or poem (in any language) do you remember being read to you as a child?

2. What book, poem or play do you remember reading in elementary school?

3. What book, poem or play do you remember studying in middle/high school?

4. What book do you hope one day (or have already) to read to your own children?

5. What book has had a profound impact or definite influence on your life?

6. What movie do you know is based on a book?

7. What do you read on a regular basis right now (other than college text books)?

8. What is your absolutely favorite book, magazine, movie OR television show?

9. Can you name your favorite writer?  If your answer is yes, put his/her name here:

Mini-Lecture: Nursery Rhymes

(historical contexts based on the Oxford Dictionary of Nursery Rhymes)

Nursery rhymes, which include lullabies, counting rhymes, tongue-twisters, and riddles are typically a child’s first introduction to literature.  Also called folk rhymes, each and every culture develops an equivalent form, and, in fact, very many cultures share remarkably similar examples.

Among other sources, nursery rhymes are derived from war songs, romantic lyrics, proverbs, riddles, political jingles, ancient names, and street cries.

Few of these communications were originally intended for children, and many contain some type of violence, often absurd or figurative (such as – “down will come baby”; “whip them all soundly”; “locked her in a pumpkin shell”).  Some analysts assume that this violence is intended to help the reciter &/or listener vent hostilities and anxieties to which all humans experience.

Nursery rhymes are important not only for their historical and literary value but because they make significant contributions to a child’s cognitive development:

a. aid in learning of numbers and counting (“One, two, buckle my shoe”)

b. aid in learning the alphabet (“A is for apple pie”)

c. aid in learning new vocabulary (“Mary, Mary quite contrary”)

d. aid in memorization

e. aid in developing a sense of humor

f. aid in distinguishing reality from fantasy

g. contribute to a child’s aesthetic development

h. contribute to a child’s appreciation of language

i. contribute to a child’s sense of rhythm and meter

j. contribute to a child’s recognition of concrete images and visualization

k. contribute to a child’s emotional development

l. provide comfort and security through familiarity

m. useful in coping with behaviors and feelings

n. encourage physical development (body movements accompanying rhymes)

o. encourage social development through group dynamic

Nursery Rhymes in Print:  nursery rhymes typically appear in picture books.

A good picture book of nursery rhymes should:

1. contain an equal balance of familiar and new rhymes

2. contain rhymes from many cultures

3. contain imaginative and well-executed illustrations

4. have an overall pleasing appearance

Huckleberry Finn

Mini-Lecture

I.  Biography:

All I’m going to tell you about Mark Twain is that he is my favorite American author – and I am not very partial to American authors!

Now you have to skim this brief bio. of Twain and answer these questions for me:

a. When & where was he born, and what was his name?

b. Where did he grow up, and was this a slave-owning territory?

c. For which character was Twain himself the prototype?

d. At what age did Twain quit school, and what was his first career?

e. What was his boyhood dream?

f. Did Twain ever serve in the military?

g. When was Huckleberry Finn published?
h. What novel did Twain write in Europe?

i. When did Twain die, and was he a literary success when he died?

II.  Character & Plot “Mapping:” – an alternate form of literary analysis

Character Mapping: Instead of answering the question WHO are the characters in Huck Finn, you can “map” the major (protagonist/antagonist) and minor characters (fiscelles) by putting the protagonist in the center of the map and drawing spokes outwards to all the others.

Plot Mapping: Instead of summarizing the chronological string of events or PLOT the novel, you can trace Huck’s and Jim’s progress along the river, including each stop and the events that tale place there.
III.  Huckleberry Finn: a history of controversy over WHY –

The three most important controversies:

· Bad language

· Bad role models

· Bad race relations

Huck Finn has been in trouble almost continuously since it was first published in American in 1885. 

First, The Concord Public Library in Mass. Immediately banned the book (March 17, 1885) as “the veriest trash, suitable only for the slums (because) it deals with a series of adventures of a very low grade of morality; (using) bad dialect…there is a systematic use of bad grammar and…rough, coarse, inelegant, irreverent expressions.”

Next, the Brooklyn Public Library followed suit in 1905, removing it from the children’s reading room because Huck was a ‘liar,’ and superstitious and used terrible grammar.

Over the years, the novel has been declared ‘unfit for children’ on many occasions. By 1907, libraries in Denver, Omaha, and Worcester (MA) had removed the book because Huck and Tom were ‘bad role models.’

During the 1930’s many libraries used expurgated or ‘junior’ versions of the novels that omitted certain sections and cleared up the language.

In 1957, the NAACP began a long history of controversy over the ‘racial slurs’ and ‘belittling racial designations’ of Huck Finn.

One of the most outspoken campaigns against of Huck Finn occurred in the 1980’s when a school administrator named John Wallace re-wrote the novel to take out the over 200 occurrences of the word nigger. He wrote in a 1982 Washington Post article:


The reading aloud of Huck Finn in our classrooms is humiliating and insulting to black students. It contributes to their feelings of low self-esteem and to the white student’s disrespect for blacks…For the past 40 years, black families have trekked to numerous school districts to say, ‘This book is not good for our children,’ only to be turned away by insensitive and often unwittingly racist teachers who say, ‘This book is a classic.’

Since then, Mr. Wallace’s assessment has been echoed over and over again. In 1984 Margo Allen published an article titled: “Huck Finn, Two Generations of Pain.

In New Haven CT’s West Hills Middle School 8th graders did not finish reading Huck Finn after many African-American parents objected to the extensive use of racial slurs.

In 1995, several African-American students attending Cherry Hill High School in N.J. complained to their parents about being assigned to read Huck Finn, especially because some teachers had not mentioned the potentially inflammatory controversies surrounding the book.  It took a year before parents, administrators, teachers, and the School Board came to develop a surprisingly positive curriculum that included Huck Finn only after teachers participated in a sensitivity workshop on the important issues.

Although several state NAACP organizations have organized protests against the book, in its position paper on Huck Finn, the National Headquarters has stated:

You don’t ban Mark Twain – you explain Mark Twain. To study an idea is not necessarily to endorse the idea. Mark Twain’s satirical novel Huckleberry Finn accurately portrays a time in history – the 19th Century – and one of its evils, slavery. 
IV.  HOW do you feel about Huck Finn? Should we teach such a controversial novel to adolescents?

Yes – for three reasons:  (1) to teach them how to decode satire and recognize (Socratic) irony; (2) to teach them how to understand their history; (3) to teach them to reject racism and hypocrisy (*Socratic Irony is pretended ignorance of the truth along with pretended belief that others know the truth).

Not only is it not racist, says scholar Shelley Fisher, it is “the greatest anti-racist novel by an American writer.” Through the story of a friendship between a white boy and a runaway slave who search for freedom together on a raft down the Mississippi River, Twain explores friendship, loyalty, morality, freedom, race, and America itself.

With a “sound heart” triumphing over a “deformed conscience,” Huck decides he’ll “go to hell” rather than give his friend Jim up to slavery.

Huck Finn should be taught, says writer David Bradley, because it sits at the intersection point of two major forms of American Literature: White American Literature and African-American Literature.

No – for three reasons: (1) it’s not good literature; (2) it creates interest in irreverent, rebellious behavior; (3) it fosters racist beliefs

VI. Compare Huck to Harry: The 4th reason to ban Huck Finn
· Bad magic
Since 199(?) when Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  was first published in the U.S. as Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone, it has been surrounded in controversy strong enough to rival the response to Huck Finn - the most important reason being the irreligious use of magic and the element of violence that accompanies wizardry. In fact, the public’s negative response to Jim’s and Huck’s superstitions can’t hold a candle to the vociferous objections parents and educators make to Harry’s training at Hogwarts School of Witches and Wizards.

Course Description: Introduction to Children’s Literature is a historical, critical and cross-cultural study of poetry, prose, and drama for children (ages 0-11) and adolescents (ages 12-16).  Students will analyze plot, character and theme from a variety of perspectives, ranging from the classical perspectives of academic and psychoanalytic experts like Jean Jacques Rousseau and Bruno Bettleheim, to those of teachers and parents who select books for children to read everyday. These readings will include traditional texts such as fairy tales, fables and heroic legends, fantasy texts including Nineteenth and Twentieth Century publications, and realistic fiction, including excerpts from Charles Dickens and the Nancy Drew/Hardy Boys series.

