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Criteria:

I. Nominated Picture Book must clearly fall into one of these Categories: Realism, Cartoon, Expressionism/Impressionism, Pointilism, Surrealism, Folk Art. Explain in detail HOW and WHY:
II. Nominated Picture Book must make creative and effective use of at least three of these Conventions: Color, Line, Space, Shape, Texture, Composition & Perspective. Explain in detail HOW and WHY:
III. Nominated Picture Book must avoid stereotypes by providing positive Character Portrayals with authentic and identifiable behaviors and use authentic Illustrations that enhance the quality of the story (HOW/WHY).

IV. Nominated Picture Book (whether contemporary or historical) must embrace the Theme of cultural diversity and enhance understanding of changing trends in the roles played by minority groups in American society.

V. Nominated Picture Book must maintain high literary quality, strong Plots and well-developed Characters (HOW and WHY).

VI. Nominated Picture Book must contain Settings in the United States that reflect the changing nature of population and help children build an accurate conception of the culturally diverse nature of this country (HOW and WHY).

VII. Nominated Picture Book must contain a positive Message of self-respect and respect for the idiosyncrasies of others (HOW and WHY).

*Before giving award, READ STORY ALOUD TO AUDIENCE!
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