PASSAIC COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

COURSE SYLLABUS

Academic Year: ______

I. Course Code:  EN 212

II. Course Title:  Introduction to Hispanic-American Literature

III. Prerequisite:  EN 102

IV. Number of Credits:  3 Lecture Hours

V. Instructor’s Name:  Dr. Elizabeth Davidson

office location:  E211

phone:  X6814

e-mail address:

office hours:

VI. Course Description:  EN 212 explores the relevance of Hispanic-American Literature to contemporary culture, comparing types and elements of Hispanic-American literature (poetry, prose, drama) to contemporary genres, such as Caribbean, South American, and European literature. Although this genre is distinguished by its bilingual heritage, students do not need to be able to speak, read or write Spanish.

VII. Course Objectives:  to gain understanding of Hispanic-American Literature.

VIII. Course Outline:
Week 1:    Discuss and define analytic approaches to literature

Week 2:    Discuss and define ‘Hispanic-American Literature’

Week 3:    Begin discussion of poetry

Week 4:    Continue discussion of poetry

Week 5:    Begin discussion of short prose

Week 6:    Continue discussion of short prose
Week 7:    Conclude discussion of short prose

Week 8:    Midterm Exam

Week 9:    Begin discussion of the novel

Week 10:  Continue discussion of the novel

Week 11:  Conclude discussion of the novel

Week 12:  Begin discussion of drama
Week 13:  Continue/conclude discussion of drama
Week 14:  Summarize and assess the course

Week 15:  Final Exam

IX. Texts, Journals, and Other Materials used in the Course:

Anaya, Rudolfo.  Bless Me, Ultima. Houston, Arte Publico Press, 1975.

Diaz, Junot. Drown. New York: Riverhead, 1996.

Kanellos, Nicolas. Hispanic-American Literature: A Brief Introduction.


Berkeley: HarperCollins, 1995.

X. Methods of Evaluation:

Grade Determinants and Number of Papers and Examinations:


Estimated number of objective tests:


2


Estimated number of in-class presentations:

4


Estimated number of take-home assignments:
1


Portfolio





1

Course Grading:


Tests/Essays

=
50%


Term Project

=
25%


Participation

=
25%





100%

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all classes. More than four absences from a single session class or two absences from a double session class will jeopardize a student’s grade. Absence for any reason does not excuse the student from responsibility for class work or assignments missed. Students who are unprepared to participate in class may be considered absent from that class.

If you have a disability and believe you need accommodations in my classroom, please see your counselor or the Special Needs Counselor, or contact the secretary in the Counseling Department at X5568. If you require testing accommodations, you must notify the Special Needs Counselor one week in advance of the test.

Fall 2001

Week-by-Week Calendar

Sept 5:    Introduction to EN 212; Interview; Syllabus; Assign Suarez article

Sept.7:    Discuss/define “Hispanic-American”; mini-lecture  

Sept. 12: The Oral Tradition; Hispanic-American Children’s Literature

Sept. 13:  Historical Contexts -  Jose Marti; Assign poetry

Sept. 14:  Paterson poets

Sept. 19.  Chicana poets

Sept.  20:  Latina poets

Sept.  26:  Oral Presentation: poetry (texts from Kanellos or bring copies for class)

Sept.  28:  Oral Presentations conclude; Assign short stories

Oct.  3:    Short prose fiction

Oct.  5:    Short prose continues

Oct.  12:  Non-fiction – Jose Marti, Piri Thomas, Richard Rodriguez

Oct.  17:  Midterm Exam – Oral Presentations: short prose

Oct.  19:  Midterm Exam concludes; Assign Drown

Oct.  24:  Begin Drown; discuss Firmat dedication; “Ysrael”

Oct.  26:  Discuss “Fiesta”, “Aurora”, “Aguantando”

Oct. 31:   Discuss “Drown”, “Boyfriend”, “Edison NJ”

Nov. 2:    Discuss “How to Date…”, “No Face”, “Negocios”

Nov. 7:    Oral Presentations – prose novel/book; Assign Bless Me, Ultima

Nov.  9:   Oral Presentations conclude

Nov. 14:  Begin Bless Me, Ultima

Nov.  16: Continue Bless Me, Ultima
Nov.  28: Continue…

Nov.  30: Conclude Bless Me, Ultima

Dec. 5 – 12:  Final Exam and Class Wrap-up

Resource Bibliography:

Interview

Your name: _________________  Name of person you interview: _________________

1. What book or poem (in any language) do you remember being read to you as a child?

2. What book, poem or play do you remember reading in elementary school?

3. What book, poem or play do you remember studying in middle/high school?

4. What book do you hope one day (or have already) to read to your own children?

5. What book has had a profound impact or definite influence on your life?

6. What movie do you know is based on a book?

7. What do you read on a regular basis right now (other than college text books)?

8. What is your absolutely favorite book, magazine, movie OR television show?

9. Can you name your favorite writer?  If your answer is yes, put his/her name here:

10. Can you name one Hispanic writer OR entertainer? If yes, put his/her name here:

