How to Create a Plot Map


A Plot Map is an essential element of story analysis because it provides a picture of the action. A Plot Map is a visual, a schematic if you will, or a geographic rendering of the events of the plot presented in the order that they are related in the story. In other words, the “first stop” on the Plot Map is the first event of the story on the first page or in the first paragraph, and the final event in the story is the “last stop.” 


Example I: In Mark Twain’s famous American novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, the Plot Map is very simple: it is a long curving line flowing from top to bottom or North to South that represents the Mississippi River and all the events that occur as Huck and Jim travel together down river on their log raft.
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II. Nothing is simple about my favorite story of all time, Heart of Darkness, except the Plot Map – it is a complete circle: the narrator, Marlow, starts out in London, travels to the African Congo, and returns to London.
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III. For story # 6 in Drown, reflecting the up and down of events as they occur between the 2 apartments in the story, the Plot Map might look like this:
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