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Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
Study Guide

Chapter 1
1.  Describe the different personalities of the Logan children as the story begins.

2.  Who is the narrator of the story?

3.  Explain how the Logans have acquired and kept their land.

4.  What is your first impression of T.J. Avery?

5.  Explain how Little Man’s clothes get covered with dust. 

6.  Who are Jeremy and Lillian Jean Simms?  What is Cassie’s opinion of Jeremy?

7.  Compare the education given to the black and white children.

8.  How does Cassie anger some of her classmates and her teacher during the first minutes of class?

9.  How do Little Man and Cassie react to their new readers?

10.  Why does Cassie want to tell her mother about the book incident?  What prevents her from doing so?

11.  Describe the meeting between Miss Crocker and Mrs. Logan.

Chapter 2
12.  Why does Mr. Morrison come to live with the Logans?

13.  Describe Mr. Morrison.

14.  Describe the attack on the Berrys and the reason(s) behind it.

15.  How do the church-goers react to the news of the burning?

16.  Describe the way David Logan deals with the Wallaces.

Chapter 3

17.  Why do the young Logans resent the Jefferson Davis school bus?

18.  How does Big Ma console Little Man when he complains about being splashed?

19.  What happens when Jeremy Simms tries to make friends with the Logans?

20.  Explain how the Logan children get even with the Jefferson Davis school bus.

21.  How do Mrs. Logan and Big Ma feel about what happened to the bus?

22.  Why are the children fearful when they hear about the “riders”?

23.  What happens when the riders come?

Chapter 4
24.  Why are Mama and Big Ma worried about Cassie and her brothers?

25.  What does Cassie’s reaction to her fall from the stool show about her character?

26.  Describe T.J.’s system for getting out of work.  

27.  How does Stacey resist T.J.’s attempts to lead him into trouble?

28.  What does T.J. say about the night men?

29.  How do the Logan children respond to T.J.’s news?

30.  How does T.J. take control of the situation when he is caught looking through Mrs. Logan’s book?

31.  Explain the Logan children’s attitudes toward Mr. Morrison.

32.  How does Stacey respond when he sees T.J.’s cheat sheet on the way to school?

33.  Why does Mrs. Logan whip Stacey?

34.  Why do the Logan children go to the Wallace store?

35.  Describe what happens when Stacey finally catches up with T.J.

36.  Explain why Stacey’s attitude toward Mr. Morrison changes. 

37.  Why does Harlan Granger want the Logan’s land?

38.  Why is the land so important to Big Ma?

39.  Why does Mrs. Logan take her children to visit the Berrys on Saturday?

40.  What does Mrs. Logan talk to the tenant farmers about?

41.  What are some reasons black people are reluctant to shop in Vicksburg?

Chapter 5
42.  Why is Cassie allowed to go to Strawberry?

43.  Explain Cassie’s reaction when she sees Strawberry.

44.  Why is Cassie upset about where Big Ma parks the wagon?

45.  How does Cassie get into trouble in the mercantile?

46.  Describe the way the Simmses humiliate Cassie.

47.  How does Cassie feel about her day in Strawberry?

Chapter 6
48.  Who is the Logans’ surprise visitor?

49.  Why did Uncle Hammer buy a Packard?

50.  How does Uncle Hammer react to Cassie’s story about the Simmses?

51.  How does Cassie’s mother try to prevent trouble?

52.  Explain how Mary Logan tries to help Cassie understand prejudice.

53.  Do you think Cassie’s mother gives her good advice about making choices?

54.  What does Cassie wish for as she watches her mother dress for church?

55.  According to Stacey, what happened between Uncle Hammer and Mr. Simms?  How do the other children respond to this news?

56.  Why does Uncle Hammer give Stacey his Christmas gift early?

57.  How do people respond when Uncle Hammer drives his Packard to church?

58.  What do the Logans talk about as they drive by the Wallace store?

59.  Describe what happens on Soldiers Bridge.  How do the children and Mama react?

Chapter 7
60.  What has Stacey done with his new coat and why?

61.  What advice does Uncle Hammer give Stacey about the coat?

62.  Identify the two people whose attitudes upset Cassie.

63.  What contrast does Cassie note between her father and her uncle?

64.  Do you think Stacey was wise to follow his uncle’s advice about foolish mistakes?

65.  What things about this Christmas Eve does Cassie especially enjoy?

66.  What memories of a Christmas long ago does Mr. Morrison share?  How does his story affect Cassie?

67.  What plans does Cassie overhear that evening?

68.  Describe the atmosphere of the Logan’s Christmas.
69.  Jeremy Simms delivers a Christmas gift to Stacey.  Why does David Logan then try to discourage Stacey from calling Jeremy a friend?

70.  Why do the children receive a whipping the day after Christmas?

71.  Explain how Mr. Jamison helps the Logans with a legal matter.

72.  How does Mr. Jamison help the Logans resist the Wallaces?

73.  What risks are involved in opposing the Wallaces?

74.  How does Harlan Granger respond to the boycott of the Wallace store?

75.  Describe David Logan’s response to Mr. Granger’s threats.

Chapter 8
76.  How does Cassie get on Lillian Jean’s good side?

77.  How do T.J., Jeremy and Cassie’s brothers react to Cassie’s behavior toward Lillian Jean?

78.  What advice does David Logan give Cassie about dealing with Lillian Jean?

79.  Why does T.J. blame Mrs. Logan when fails the final test?

80.  Explain how Cassie finally gets even with Lillian Jean.

81.  Why does Mary Logan lose her teaching job?

82.  How does David Logan deal with his wife’s dismissal?

83.  What does Mr. Morrison’s offer to get a job reveal about him?

84.  What part did T.J. play in Mrs. Logan’s dismissal?

85.  How do T.J.’s friends treat him after they find out what he did to Mrs. Logan?

Chapter 9

86.  What does Jeremy think about the way his brothers treat T.J.?
87.  How does Mrs. Logan explain the relationship R.W. and Melvin have with T.J.?

88.  What hints do you find that more trouble is coming?

89.  Why do Mr. Lanier and Mr. Avery stop participating in the boycott?

90.  Why are the Logans able to continue resisting the Wallaces?

91.  Compare the fig tree in Mr. Logan’s story to his family.

92.  Why does David Logan want to take Stacey back to the railroad with him?

93.  Describe how the supply wagon was ambushed on the return from Vicksburg.

Chapter 10

94.  Describe David Logan’s condition a week after the ambush.

95.  Why does David Logan want to go after the Wallaces?

96.  How do David and Mary Logan plan to get by in the next few months?

97.  Describe how Mr. Morrison responds to Kaleb Wallace’s threats.

98.  Why doesn’t Mr. Morrison leave after this incident?

99.  Why don’t the Logans file charges against the Wallaces?

100.  What do the Logans learn about T.J.?

101.  Why does David Logan ask for help from his brother?
102.  How does Uncle Hammer Logan get the money to pay off the loan?

103.  Why does Uncle hammer return to Chicago?

Chapter 11

104.  Why does the author include verses from a spiritual at the beginning of this chapter?

105.  Why has Mr. Morrison been staying up at night since Papa’s injury?

106.  Why does T.J. come to the Logan house this night?

107.  Describe what happened at the mercantile.

108.  What happens when the mob arrives at T.J.’s home?

109.  What happens when Mr. Jamison confronts the mob?

Chapter 12

110.  How does Mr. Logan respond to the crisis?

111.  Describe the next calamity to occur.

112.  How is the fire put out?

113.  How was T.J. saved from the lynch mob?

114.  What caused the fire?

115. What may happen to T.J.?

116.  How does Cassie react to the news about T.J.?

117.  Why is Cassie crying as the book ends?

