 HONORS ENGLISH II
CLASS OUTLINE/SYLLABUS
MISS HAMLIN

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is designed to familiarize students with world and multicultural literature.  Writing, vocabulary, and grammar are also emphasized. Students will review literary genres and the elements of writing that make up a story. Students will also be trained using the M.L.A. documentation method for research. 

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE:


Listed below are the units we will cover throughout this year-long course. The units are not in any particular order, as the order may change depending on various circumstances (i.e. manageable class time, student understanding, available resources, etc.)

· Short story unit  

· Novel(s)

· Various forms of essays
· Vocabulary

· Grammar

· Shakespeare/Mythology unit

· Research Paper/Project
· Current Events

*Students will take the State Reading Assessment during the spring semester*

MATERIALS NEEDED:


In order to be successful in my class, you should have the following:

· A folder for English-related work only

· Writing utensils

· Notebook paper

· Other materials that will be needed for specific projects (ex: poster board, note cards…I will inform you when materials such as these are needed well in advance).

· We will use the laptops on a consistent basis. Be sure to bring them to class!

HOMEWORK AND GRADING POLICY:
First and most importantly:  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  If you have an excused absence, you will have three days to turn in your work.  If an assignment was made while you were here and you miss the day that it is due, you must turn it in as soon as you return.  If your absence is due to a school activity, you must turn in the assignment BEFORE you leave.  Everything is due on the day that is announced.  Late papers will be counted as zeroes.  BE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR WORK AND FOR YOUR GRADE.  None of you want to be in summer school or be a year behind in English. Also, academic dishonesty which includes such issues as plagiarism, cheating, and copying another student’s work, will not be tolerated
BOOK POLICY:
My book policy is very strict.  We have a classroom set of the literature and writing books.  Replacement costs will be charged for lost or damaged books.  An online version of the literature book is available and should be used at home, if you have internet access. If you do not have access to the internet, you must check out a book from me to be used overnight. The book must be returned the next day, unless you have express permission to keep it longer.  DO NOT TAKE ONE OF THE BOOKS OFF OF THE SHELF WITHOUT PERMISSION. 

LAPTOP POLICIES:

· We will be using them at least part of almost very day.   

· The laptops are NOT for your fun and entertainment.  I will expect you to be on task when we are working on the laptops.  NO CHATTING OR GAMES without my permission. 

· I will communicate with you on a regular basis via email – not checking your gaggle account will not be an excused reason for not completing homework.
· There are multiple ways to save documents/projects/presentations using the computer. Students are expected to save their work in multiple “places” (ex: Kan-Ed back pack, flash drive, digital locker, etc). 

FURTHER EXPECTATIONS:

Students enrolled in honors will be expected to do the following:

· Maintain a “B” average both semesters

· Have no missing assignments

· Act and behave as a model student

· Score near or at the “exemplary” level on the state assessment

· No discipline issues

· Use outstanding effort, creativity, and organization on projects & activities

· Meet any and all other expectations set forth by the teacher over the course of the year

Any student who does not meet the above guidelines may be removed from the honors class at the end of fall semester; furthermore, a student may not receive the teacher recommendation needed for Honors Junior English after the spring semester.  

