COURSE TITLE: Astronomy 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:

 Astronomy is an introductory course for students where the basic concepts of astronomy and space will be taught.  The students will develop an understanding of stars, planets and various features in the universe.  This is a nonmathematical approach to astronomy.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS—MRS. ELIZABETH ENGLBRECHT

1) Required materials


A. Notebook and folder for astronomy only.


B. Astronomy Today, sixth edition by Chaisson and McMillan
2) Classroom policy and procedures


A. Please be seated when the bell rings.


B. Please raise your hand to ask or answer a question.


C. Please be silent when the teacher or another student is speaking.

D. Bring all materials with you to class.  In general, you will not be allowed         to return to your locker for forgotten supplies.

E. Students are expected to take notes in class.  Material discussed in class will often supplement the textbook.

3) Homework policy

A. Written homework will be assigned.  Its purpose is to help the student to understand the material and to prepare her/him for exams.  Homework will be gone over in class.  It is important that you correct it at this time.  It is crucial that the student keep up with the work.  

4). Evaluation/grades

A. Grades will be calculated on a percentage basis.  The number of points earned by the student will be divided by the points attempted and multiplied by 100.  The school grading scale will be used.  Class participation will be used to determine grades in borderline cases.

B. Labs will be done.  Each student is expected to do his/her own lab report.  The lab will be turned in the day after each lab.  These are usually worth twenty (20) points.

   D. Ordinarily, an exam is given at the end of each chapter.  The exam will be worth between 50 and 100 points depending on the amount of material covered.

   E. If a student is caught cheating, guidelines set forth in the St. Viator Handbook will be followed.


F. It is the Science Department policy that extra credit is not given.

G. Students will use the St. Viator Agenda.  

5) Attendance/absence

A. If the student is absent on the day of the exam, she/he will be required to take the exam ON THE DAY SHE/HE RETURNS.  NO EXCUSES PLEASE!!
B. Please obtain someone’s class notes for the day(s) you missed.  You are responsible for the material whether you are in class or not.

6) Teacher availability


A. Ordinarily, I am available before school or after school in room 107.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions if you do not understand the material.  

