Ms. Leyva

Language Arts Department

Nova Middle School 

Welcome back and Happy New School Year. This year I will be teaching 7th grade Language Arts and 8th grade Literature and Language Arts.

I have high expectations of my students because I believe that they are ALL capable of achieving greatness. Part of my expectations include having PRIDE or Personal Responsibility in Daily Effort. I am proud to be a part of Nova Middle School and hope that my students will take pride in their class work, homework and school. 

Dear parents and students: 


There are many important things on my website that I encourage both students and parents to review on a weekly basis. WHAT'S NEW features a monthly overview of some of the things that we'll be doing in class. The calendar on the upper right hand corner of my website will have important dates and when homework assignments are due. It also has future tests dates.


Occasionally homework, quizzes and assignments will be on the web for students to complete. Students will be informed in advanced of these assignments and are expected to print them out and turn them in on time. If this is a problem, students must inform the teacher DURING the class in which the assignment is given, not on the day they have to turn it in. 

Last but not least: Assignments, homework and class projects are to be turned in on time. No late work will be accepted. Students have 2 days to make up work if they are absent and they are responsible for getting make-up work. There will be a make up work log for them to see what assignments they missed. This only applies to assignments students did not receive because they were absent. If a student is absent on the day something is due, they must turn it in on the day of their return to class, otherwise it will NOT be accepted. The best way to contact me is by e-mail or you may leave a message in the office. Please be patient and remember that I am only one person. I will return messages as soon as possible.

Teacher Contact Information: 

Telephone: 754-323-3700 

Email: enma.leyva@browardschools.com
Website: http://www.quia.com/pages/leyva.html

Course Focus for Language Arts and Literature- 7th and 8th Grade
-A combination of journal writing and reading a variety of works

-A combination of literature selected and general vocabulary terms

-Grammar and Composition Skills Development

-Reading skills reinforcement with weekly FCAT Reading Benchmark review

-Preparation for the FCAT Writes exam 

-Expansion of vocabulary and word use

-Students will also develop life skills pertaining to writing, reading and analyzing data 

in a work place setting. 8th Graders will focus strongly on improving their FCAT scores through practice in the classroom. 

From time to time, students will view a film that is curriculum driven. A form will be sent home in anticipation of this assignment. Students must get the form signed if an alternative assignment must be provided. 

Evaluation Methods

What is Participation and how is it evaluated? This is a question that I am asked from time to time so here it is: participation is having a daily focus and being involved in class by exercising a positive and active response or reaction. 

Students who earn their daily 5 points listen to instruction (no talking), complete their assignments in a timely manner, read out loud, ask good lesson-driven questions, interact with others in a positive way and respond to questions in a manner which shows that they are focused on successful comprehension of the lesson. 

-Daily participation

-Class-work and Homework Completion

-Journal Entries

-Notes

-Writing and Reading Assignments

- Group Projects

- Quizzes
- Essay and short answer tests

In addition to this course overview information sheet, I have enclosed the class contract sheet for students and parents to review. 

Consequences for not following the classroom rules are as follows: 

Minor to Major Infractions: 

1. Warning and reduction in daily participation grade

2. Parent/Guardian call

3. Written Warning

4. Detention

5. Administrative referral

