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We All Lose

Directions: 
Choose one of the following situations and answer the questions that follow on a separate piece of paper.

Situation #1

You are a talented drummer who has been playing in two small, unknown bands.  An extremely popular band composed of six Hispanic teenagers asks you to become a member.  You are thrilled, but later decline because your “friends” make fun of you being with Hispanics.  Six months later, the band cuts its first album, which makes the national top-ten charts.

Situation #2

You have been the number one debater on your high school debate team for two years.  As a result of a terrible accident, you are now paralyzed from the waist down and confined to a wheelchair.  Just before the state debate finals begin, you learn that the team has decided you shouldn’t debate because they believe that your presence in a wheelchair will cause them to lose.

Situation #3

You and a friend have gone into a toy store to buy gifts.  The manager of the store follows you both as you move around the store.  After about five minutes the manager asks you when your parents are coming in.  You reply that they aren’t coming.  The manager asks you to leave and come back another time when your parents are with you.
Questions:
1. What stereotype, prejudice, and/or discrimination is portrayed in this situation?

2. What do you think are some reasons that people may have this stereotype?

3. How did the person discriminated against lose in this situation?

4. How did the person who did the discriminating lose in the situation?

5. What can people do to prevent these types of situations from happening?
