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Waterford High School

Health Seminar
2009-2010

Teacher: Mrs. E. Baumgartner
E-mail: ebaumgartner@waterfordschools.org
Website: http://www.quia.com/pages/ebaumgartner/page1 
COURSE OVERVIEW: Health Seminar is a semester course that encompasses major areas in align with Waterford High School’s Mission Statement specifically related to the high school student. These areas are as follows:
· Alcohol and Other Drug Use Prevention
· Tobacco
· Family Life and Sexuality

· Personal and Consumer Health
· Mental and Emotional Health

· Violence
Within each of these areas are a multitude of topics such as (but definitely not limited to): decision-making, goal setting, communication, media influences, technology, advocacy, and demonstrating health-enhancing behaviors.
 Instructional methods will include lecture and question and answer, class discussion, small group work, “hands-on” activities, correspondence with students, guest speakers, individual and group health projects, and written exams covering course material for each unit.  Audio and visual materials, including DVDs, slides, hand-outs and pictures, appropriate to the health curriculum, will be utilized.

          I have high expectations for both academic achievement and appropriate classroom behavior for all students.  An effective learning environment is created through mutual cooperation and respect.  
MATERIALS: A binder/folder, paper and a writing utensil should be brought to class daily.  All handouts and notes should be kept for the entire semester in order to assist in studying for quizzes, tests and final exam. 
GRADING: Grades will be based on total points earned divided by total points possible.  Grades will include tests, quizzes, homework, projects and group work participation.  
MAKE-UP-WORK/LATE WORK:  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get your make-up work.  Assignments will be posted on my Quia website that can be accessed through the school website under the homework tab.  Make-up work due to an absence is due the day you return.    This includes missing a test, quiz and/or projects. 

Acceptance of late work will be on a per assignment basis.  I may decide to deduct a certain number of points of each day the assignment is late. I will make this clear when the assignment is given.
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CLASS RULES:

· Be respectful of all who enter our class, including classmates, teacher and guest speakers. Privacy and respect will be crucial to the benefits we all derive from our discussions.
· Put-downs, profanity, prejudicial comments, or other types of verbal degradation will not be tolerated and result in immediate dismissal from class.
· Come prepared to class!!

· Do not interrupt someone else when they are speaking.

· Leave all iPods, cell phones, mP3 players and any electronic devices off and out of sight.

· Respect our classroom environment.  Do not write on desks, chairs, walls, or posted materials.

ATTENDANCE: Health Seminar is a semester course.
· Remember if you are absent 7 days or more you will not receive credit for the course.
· If you are tardy three times to class, you will need to serve a teacher detention after school at a date and time arranged by me. 
EXTRA HELP: Extra help will be given on an individual basis. Please let me know in advance if need to stay for more help.  Feel free to contact me by e-mail at ebaumgartner@waterfordschools.org 
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Dear Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s),

Students will be required to assess messages that are portrayed in the various types of media and participate in discussions and presentations. It has been noted that some of the media may contain language that is offensive to some. I feel strongly that it is important for students to be able to analyze and grasp an understanding of how powerful the messages are that are contained in the various forms of media.  

Please indicate your permission for your son, or daughter to participate fully in such activities by returning the YES permission slip provided below.   If permission is not granted, an alternative assignment will be given. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding any assignment.

Thank you.

Erica Baumgartner  ebaumgartner@waterfordschools.org
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I,________________________________ (Parent/Guardian Signature) give permission for _____________________to participate in the assessment of the influence of various types of media and business on teenagers.

or

I,________________________________ (Parent/Guardian Signature) would prefer that ___________________________________complete an alternative assignment when studying the influence of media and business on teenagers. 
Parent/Guardian name (please print): 







Best phone number to reach you: 







E-mail address: 










I have read and will comply with the information on the syllabus.

Student signature: 










Parent signature: 










Please return this page to Mrs. Baumgartner as soon as possible.
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