Evaluating Your Writing

15 Points for each paragraph:

1- The first line is indented.
1- The essay is written on the correct side of the page, with the holes on the left side(1/2 point). The paragraph is structurally cohesive; sentences follow one another naturally (1/2 point). (The writer does not begin each sentence at the left margin of the page.) 
1- The writer capitalizes the first letter of every sentence and proper nouns.

1- The topic sentence clearly establishes the main idea of the paragraph.
1- There is a strong concluding sentence. 

2- The body has 3+  sentences, clearly related to and supporting/developing the topic sentence with reasons, examples, details, steps, etc. – from general to concrete details or facts. (If introductory or concluding, the paragraph may be shorter than five sentences.)

2- There is variety in sentence *length and *type. 

1- The paragraph is clearly organized – the reader can follow logic/sentence sequence through transition words, referents, etc.
1- The sentences are punctuated correctly.
1- The paragraph shows noun-pronoun agreement, correct use of prepositions and articles, singular and plural forms, etc.)

1- There is correct verb tense choice and form in each sentence.
1- Sentences have subject-verb agreement.
1- Each sentence has correct word order.
10 Points for the essay as a whole:

2- The introductory paragraph: *clearly establishes the essay topic and the theme and



       
  * previews the line of reasoning or what to expect.
3- The paragraphs of the body show solid support, backed by facts/examples.      

Each paragraph in the body has a clear, separate main idea that supports or helps develop the theme.

3- There is clear and logical transition from one paragraph to the next.
2- There is a strong, memorable conclusion * rephrasing the theme and *leaving the reader feeling that the essay is complete.
