Every language has a rhythm and a melody. Little children learn to identify and imitate the sound of their parents’ language, long before they can understand or pronounce the words. 

Pronunciation of vowel sounds and consonant and consonant sounds is important, but the way you connect those sounds is even more important. English is a stress-based language. If you pronounce the letters clearly but stress the wrong syllables in a word or the wrong words in a sentence, people will have a hard time understanding you.
You can improve your English by listening to Americans. Listen to the rhythm and the melody of their conversations. You can listen in a store or other public place, or you can listen to stories, poetry and conversations on tape. Listen to the radio; the news, traffic reports and weather reports are repeated many times, and little by little, you will begin to understand. Listen to NPR (national public radio) at 91.5 FM.

 Poems and music can help you practice rhythm and melody. Here are some children’s poems to read and memorize. Say them frequently, until you feel fluent.
Each Today




Do It
We cannot change yesterday-that is quite clear,
Whenever a task is set for you
Nor begin on tomorrow until it is here.

Don’t idly sit and view it,
So all that remains is for you and for me,

Nor be content to wish it done;
To make each today as worthwhile as can be

Begin at once and do it.
Start Right Away

If you want to be happy, 



If you want to be happy, 

Then start right away  



Just begin to be glad;               

Doing some kindness 




Keep thinking of others 

For someone each day.



And never be sad. 

Scatter some sunshine; 



Don’t wait till tomorrow; 

Forget about self;




But start right away,

Put all of your worries 



Just doing some kindness

Away on a shelf!




For someone each day.

Try, Try Again



    

  

The Star
Here’s a lesson you should heed:/Try, try again;

 
Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
If at first you don’t succeed,/ Try, try again.



How I wonder what you are,

Then your courage should appear,/ For if you will persevere,
Up above the world so high,

You will conquer, never fear; / Try, try again.


Like a diamond in the sky.











Twinkle, twinkle, little star,
Once or twice, although you  fail, / Try, try again;


How I wonder what you are!
If you would at last prevail, / Try, try again;

If we strive,/ it’s no\ disgrace / Though we do no win the race;
As your bright and tiny spark
What should you do in that case? / Try, try again.


Lights the traveler in the dark,








Though I know not what you are,
If you find your task is hard, / Try, try again;



Twinkle, twinkle, little star.
Time will bring you your reward, / Try, try again.


(abridged, Jane Taylor)
All that other folks can do, Why, with patience, you can, too!

Only keep this rule in view:/ Try, try again.      (T. H. Palmer)

