Plano Q—[igﬁ School

Course @eSCTiJOtiOTl

Guide

=

2008-2009




Table of Contents

Plano School District Information 3
Introduction 4
Schedule Changes 4
Grades 4
Honor Roll 5
Valedictorian and Salutatorian 5
District Grading Scale 5
Grade Point Average & Class Rank 5
Weighted Courses 5
Honors Diploma 6
Graduation Requirements 6
Class Status 6
Early Graduation 6
Request for Transcripts 7
Extra-Curricular Eligibility 7
Extra-Curricular Opportunities 7
Activities and Clubs 8
Physical Examination Requirement 9
College Credit Articulation Agreement 9
IVVC Requirements 10
Courses:
English Department Flow Chart 11
English Courses 12-16
Math Department Flow Chart 17
Math Courses 18 - 20
Science Department Flow Chart 21
Science Courses 22-25
Social Studies Courses 26-28
Physical Education-Health-Drivers Ed Courses 29-30
Fine Arts Department
Art Courses 31-33
Foreign Language Courses 33-34
Music Courses 34
Theater Department Flow Chart 35
Theater Courses 36-37
Vocational Education and Electives
Business Computer Department Flow Chart 38
Business Courses 39-42
Family Consumer Sciences Courses 43-47
Industrial Technology Courses 47
Miscellaneous Courses 48-49
ELL/Bilingual Courses 50-52

Indian Valley Vocational Center (IVVC) 53-56



Plano High School
Plano CUSD #88
704 West Abe Street
Plano, IL 60545
FAX: (630) 552-8824
Phone: (630) 552-3178

http://mail.plano88.kendall.k12.il.us/

Board of Education

Jim Porter, President Scott Flynn
Karen DeBolt, Vice-President Paul Heller
Brian Appel Don Moody
Julia Blair
Superintendent Assistant Superintendent
Dr. Laurel Walker Mrs. Valerie Patterson
Administration Student Services
Mr. Bill Johnson - Principal Mrs. Eve Phillips - Counselor
Mr. Steve Lucas - Dean of Students Mr. Adam West - Assistant Counselor

Mr. Joe Lane- Intern Counselor
Mrs. Barb Moss — Secretary

Mission Statement

"You Reap What You Sow"”

District - Plano Community Unit School District #88 aspires to create a positive educational environment for all students
to achieve success and experience pride in their schools.

Plano High School - Our mission is to provide all students a positive learning environment and the critical thinking skills
needed to become productive citizens and lifelong learners.



Introduction

This Program of Study Planning Guide has been compiled with the cooperation of the faculty of Plano High School and
Indian Valley Vocational Center to aid our students in planning their course of study while in high school. What you learn
both inside and outside the classroom and the record you make for yourself will largely determine what you will be able to
do with your life. At each stage of your high school career, you should seriously consider your goals and develop a
program of study to prepare you for further education in your life’s work.

This handbook has been designed to help you, your parents, and your counselor plan a program appropriate for you.
You, however, must carry the responsibility for this planning. Remember that you, as the student, have the primary
responsibility. Use this guide to answer such important questions as:

1. Am | meeting the requirements for graduation?

2. Am | meeting the requirements for entrance to a college or vocation?

3. Am | choosing courses most appropriate to my interests and abilities?

Registration Procedure
* Use this guide as a reference to the courses of study offered at Plano High School.
e Do preliminary planning within a four-year period. Review the requirements for graduation to make sure
they are all included in your four-year plan.
e Meet with the counselor to review proposed schedule and four-year plan.

Course Selection

When reading the course descriptions contained in this guide, please note that many courses have prerequisite
requirements. A prerequisite requirement simply means that there is a sequence of courses that must be followed. If a
course has a prerequisite, the prerequisite must be successfully completed prior to registering for the course.

The Symbol (**) in front of a course description denotes that the class is new for this year.

Schedule Changes

Once pre-registration has been completed and the master schedule developed, changes in a student’s schedule will be
made only if clearly warranted. Reasons for changing a schedule may include:
= Conflict in scheduling which cannot be resolved
Attendance or failure to attend summer school
Clerical error on schedule
Health reasons
Change from one level to another based on approval
Change will not overload a particular class
Change supports a reasonable program of study
All prerequisites have been met

The Counselor approves all changes (Administration, Teacher and Parent approval may be required).

Transcript - A permanent record is kept of each student’'s semester grades. These grades are used to determine grade
point average (GPA) and class rank at the end of each semester. Only semester final grades are indicated on each
transcript.

Progress Reports — Halfway through each 9-week period a progress report will be mailed for all students.

Report Card — A report will be sent home at the conclusion of each 9-week grading period. Quarters 1 and 3 will include
only 9-week grades. Semesters 1 and 2 will include final grades for each semester.
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Honor Roll

Honor roll designations include the following:
Superior Honor Roll — students earn a current semester weighted GPA of 4.0
Honor Roll — students earn a current semester weighted GPA of 3.0

Valedictorian and Salutatorian

Valedictorian and Salutatorian are determined at the end of the senior students’ seventh semester. This award is based
on a cumulative weighted grade point average. Students designated as one of these will speak at graduation on
approved topics.

District Grading Scale

A+ =100-98 B+ = 89-88 C+=79-78 D+ = 69-68 F =59 and Below
A =97-92 B =87-82 C =77-72 D = 67-62
- =91-90 - =81-80 - =71-70 D- = 61-60 INC = “F” after 2 weeks

Grade Point Average and Class Rank

Class rank is determined by cumulative grade point average. The following grades are equal to the following points:

A+ 4.0 B+ 3.3333 C+ 2.3333 D+ 1.3333 F 0.0

A 40 B 3.0 C 20 D 1.0 | 0.0

A- 3.6667 B- 2.6667 C- 1.6667 D- 0.6667 MED 0.0
Weighted courses are given the following points:

A+ 50 B+ 4.3333 C+ 3.3333 D+ 2.3333 F 0.0

A 50 B 4.0 C 30 D 20 | 0.0

A- 4.6667 B- 3.6667 C- 2.6667 D- 1.6667 MED 0.0

Weighted Courses

Advanced Placement English College Grammar & Composition
Advanced Placement Biology English | Honors

American History Studies English Il Honors

American Literature Studies Freshman Academy Honors
Analytical Reading Physics

Anatomy & Physiology Studio Honors

Biology Honors Trigonometry/Analytic Geometry
Calculus World War I

Chemistry Honors



Honors Diploma

Students wishing to earn an honors diploma must do the following:
1. Earn 32 credits (or maximum number of credits possible if a transfer student)
2. Have a weighted grade point average of at least 3.25
3. Score at or above the average score on ACT or SAT exams

Graduation Requirements

Subject Area Credit Requirement
English 4.00 (4 years)
Math 3.00 (3 years)
Science 3.00 (3 years)
Social Studies 3.00
U.S. History 1.00
Civics 0.50
Social Studies Electives 1.50
Consumer Economics 0.50
Driver Education 0.50
Physical Education 3.50
Health 0.50
Computer Education 1.00
Freshman Academy 1.00
Art/Music/Foreign Language/Vocational Education 3.00
Electives *** 6.00
TOTAL 29.00

*** Transfer students will have the number of electives reduced depending on number of possible transfer credits from
previous school.

Class Status

Sophomore = 6.00 Junior = 13.00 Senior = 20.00

Early Graduation

A student may apply to graduate early by contacting Student Services and complete an application. Applicants must:
1. Maintain a cumulative 3.0 weighted GPA for the entire high school career
2. Meet all academic course requirements
3. Complete application as follows:
a. Students who wish to graduate at the end of their junior year must apply before the end of the first
semester of their junior year.
b. Students who wish to graduate at the end of the first semester of their senior year (mid-term) must apply
for early graduation no later than June 1 of their junior year.



Request for Transcripts

Students under the age of 18 must have parent signature on the transcript release form found in Student Services or Main
Office. Students 18 or over may release the transcript by using their own signature. Transcripts will not be released if a
signed form is not on file. Records may be sent to another high school without parent or student permission; however,
special education files must have parental consent to be released. Parents and students are able to request a copy for
personal review. However, transcripts must be official and certified with the school seal to be sent to colleges, places of
employment, or other use. Please allow FIVE business days for transcript requests to be completed.

Extra-Curricular Eligibility

In order to be eligible to participate in the extra-curricular programs at Plano High School, students must not have
attained the five point limit the previous semester. In addition, student must not attain five points on a weekly basis. Itis
understood that the participant will have earned a cumulative number of credits during his/her time at Plano High School
that will enable him/her to graduate on time with his/her class. Points will be assigned as follows based on weekly grades
and the final semester grade:

F’s = 2 points and D’s = 1 point
The school will mandate that any athlete that is receiving 4 points or more, will attend (M.A.S.H.) mandatory athletic study
hall. This study hall will occur on every Wednesday during our sports seasons. If an athlete does not attend this study
hall, then they are not allowed to practice and could face a suspension.

The student/athlete must meet the following number of credits in order to remain eligible :

By the beginning of: Student must have accumulated:
2" semester senior year 24 credits
1% semester senior year 20 credits
2" semester junior year 15 credits
1% semester junior year 11 credits
2" semester sophomore year 6 credits

NOTE: Prior to 2" semester sophomore year, students are required to earn 3 credits (pass 6 classes) each semester in
order to remain eligible.

A student may also be ineligible due to unpaid fees.
If an athlete is ineligible for a total of three weeks in a sport season, the athlete will be dismissed from the team
by the athletic director.

See the Athletic Handbook for more information.

Extra Curricular Opportunities

Baseball Volleyball
Boys & Girls Basketball Football
Softball Wrestling
Track & Field Golf
Cheerleading Soccer
Dance Team Girls Softball



Activities and Clubs

Art Club — Enables students to experience the luxury of a larger block of time to work on their artwork or on group
projects. Anyone can join Art Club. Those with no present art expertise are encouraged to investigate some of the neat
things that can be done in the Art Department.

Cheerleading — Students trying out for cheerleading will be evaluated by teachers and cheerleading sponsors, as well as
being judged on skills. Specific cheerleading standards, set by the sponsor and approved by the Athletic Director, will be
clarified at the beginning of each season.

Chess Club- Allows students to learn the mechanics of chess while having fun. Throughout the season there are various
meets against other schools in which we participate.

Class Officers — Expected to participate in all class activities and provide positive leadership. These activities include
homecoming, fund raising, and class Olympics. In addition, at the junior level, officers will be responsible for helping with
concession stands and prom. Senior officers have to make decisions about graduation and related senior activities.
Officers will be expected to attend committee meetings.

Ecology Club — Organized to promote wise use of resources which Plano students use in their everyday life. Meetings
are held at the discretion of the advisor and are based on projects to be accomplished. Any PHS student is welcome to
be a part of this club even if not currently enrolled in a science course.

Future Educators of America (FEA) — Anyone interested in teaching or coaching as a career should join. Focus is not
only on learning to be teachers but show appreciation to staff.

Jazz Band — Members may attend festivals and play at specific events.

Madrigals — Auditions are held each year for Madrigal singers, jester, juggler, hunchback, and beggar woman for the
Madrigal dinner held in December and perform for various groups and organizations.

National Honor Society — NHS is based on teacher recommendations for sophomores, juniors, and seniors during the
spring of the school year. Students are considered for the society if they have a minimum of a 3.25 GPA. Students are
then rated by the staff on the basis of service, leadership and character. NHS spends many hours assisting with various
school and community service projects.

Plays — Each spring auditions are held for a musical performance. All are welcome to audition or volunteer to help behind
the curtain with numerous tasks from sets and lighting to costumes and make-up.

Scholastic Bowl — Scholastic bowl is an academic competition in which students answer questions taken from the
following areas: science, math, social studies, literature, fine arts, language arts, and miscellaneous or vocational
education.

Snowball — Kendall County Operation Snowball is a 3-day retreat held twice each year. Each experience is planned by
students from Plano, Oswego, Yorkville, and Newark. The emphasis is on peer leadership and the prevention of common
problems. The philosophy of snowball is “Together we can make a positive difference.” All students are encouraged to
attend, to be part of the planning group, and finally to be a member of the Snowball staff.

Student Council — Student Council representatives are selected on the basis of application, teacher recommendation
and class elections. The group organizes all homecoming activities, school blood drives, and other activities and fund-
raisers which would assist in improving the overall school climate.

T.R.Y. — “Teens Reaching Youth” is made up of students pledging to live drug-free lives. The purpose is to promote and
provide support for students to remain drug-free. Members promote Red Ribbon Week, attend conferences, and perform
skits at the grade schools. New members are always welcome.



Activities and Clubs- Continued

W.Y.S.E. - “Worldwide Youth in Science and Engineering” is an academic competition sponsored through the University
of lllinois with the support of various corporations. Each year 14 students are selected by teachers to compete locally at
Waubonsee Community College, regionally at Northern lllinois University, and possibly at the state competition at the
University of lllinois.

Physical Examination Requirement

Notice to Parents and 8" Grade Students

The lllinois School Code requires all ninth grade students to have a current physical examination dated within one year of
entry, recorded on the approved State of lllinois Department of Human Services Certificate of Child Health Examination
form completed in its entirety. The physical must be signed by a physician, advanced nurse practitioner or physician
assistant. Additionally a complete record of immunization dates your child received for diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, polio,
measles, mumps, rubella and hepatitis B are required. The immunization record must be signed by a health care provider
who gave or can verify the immunization dates.

Sports Physicals
Physicals are required for students engaged in sports. The IHSA sports physical, which satisfies the requirement for
participating in sports at a high school level, is effective for one calendar year only. The state mandated physical will
satisfy this requirement provided it covers the entire academic school year. Physicals documented on IHSA forms will
not satisfy entrance into 9" grade.

College Credit Articulation Agreements

Waubonsee Community College grants college credit when learning experiences at the high school level duplicate those
at the college level. Articulated credit enables students to receive advanced course placement, to save time and money,
and avoid duplication of curriculum already learned in high school. Students must earn an “A” or “B” in the high school
class and apply for credit within two years of graduation. Following is a list of courses at Plano High School for which
articulation credit can be earned. See your career/technical instructor or counselor for the “College Credit Articulation
Forms.” For more information call the VALEES office at (630)-466-2474 or visit www.VALEES.org.

PHS Courses
Accounting Il
Early Child Occupations and Advanced Early Childhood Occupations
Technology Applications | and Technology Applications Il

Indian Valley Vocational Center Classes

Auto Body Repair | and Il Early Childhood Development | Health Occupations I
Automotive Mechanics Il Early Childhood Development Il Law Enforcement |

Building Trades Il Fire Science | and I Office Careers |

Computer Technology | Graphic Communications | Welding and Fabrication | and Il
Drafting and Design | Graphic Communications Il

Drafting and Design Il Health Occupations |

The process for awarding credit includes:
1) Earn an “A” or "B" in the specified high school course(s).
2) Apply to WCC for articulated credit within two years of the date of high school graduation.
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Indian Valley Vocational Center (IVVC) Requirements

A limited number of students are allowed to attend IVVC from Plano High School. Students interested in participating in
IVVC are prioritized by the following criteria. Reminder that space is limited.

#1 Senior entering the second year a) Successfully completed first year same program at IVVC
of a two-year program b) Returned all necessary paperwork in a timely manner
c) Not missed more than 12 days junior year (exception: major
illness)

d) Earned credits for graduation at the end of the year

e) Cannot be an early graduate

#2 Senior entering a one-year a) Passed the first year of a two-year program

program b) Not missed more than 12 days at IVVC and PHS junior year
(exception: major illness)

c) Earned credits for graduation at the end of the year

d) Cannot be an early graduate

#3 Junior entering the first year of a a) Successfully completed related classes at PHS

two-year program b) Not missed more than 12 days sophomore year (exception:
major illness)

c¢) Earned credits to be a junior

#4 Senior entering the first year of a b) Successfully completed related classes at PHS
two-year program c) Not missed more than 12 days junior year (exception: major
illness)

d) Earned credits for graduation at end of year

e) Cannot be an early graduate

#5 Senior entering for the second a) Successfully completed junior year at IVVC

year but changing programs b) Not missed more than 12 days at IVVC and PHS junior year
(exception: major illness)

c) Earned enough credits to graduate at end of the year

d) Cannot be an early graduate
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English Department Flow Chart

English Department

FRESHMAN

SOPHOMORE

JUNIOR

SENIOR

Independent Reading I*
& Independent Read Lab

Independent Reading II*
Transitional English *

Independent Reading III*
Transitional English *

Independent Reading IV*
Transitional English *

Speech English | English |
English Il
Elective (Practical English)*
Transitional English * English | English Il English Il
Speech Elective
English | English Il English Ill Electives (2)
Speech Additional Elective (Optional)

English | Honors *

English Il Honors *
Speech

American Lit Studies *
Additional Elective (Optional)

AP English *
College Grammar and Comp

*

Electives: Each are 1 Semester in length

World Literature
British Literature
Speech

Shakespeare Plays
Practical English *

Creative Writing
Journalism

Multicultural Novel Studies

Analytical Reading

* Teacher Recommendation
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English Courses

Independent Reading |

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by teacher

Grade 9

Independent reading is for the student who would like to work on an individual basis in the reading lab in order to improve
reading skills. Testing and consultation of counselors and faculty determine enroliment in the class. Grade is
based on sustained silent reading, writings, class discussions, and homework.

**Independent Reading | Lab

2 Semester = 1 elective credit

Freshman Course — Must be taken in Conjunction with Independent Reading |

This course is designed to provide additional support and practice for Independent Reading | course. Technology and
printed materials will be used in this course.

English |

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by teacher

Grade 9

This course includes elements of literature, grammar, composition, and vocabulary. Course work will include short and
long-term reading assignments, book analysis/critiques, and a research project.

English | Honors

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by teacher

Grade 9

This is a weighted literature-based course. It develops students’ grammar, composition, and vocabulary skills through
writing and reading. Students will master the elements of literature along with varied genres of writing. Oral discussions,
presentations, and independent reading projects will be included. A major research project is required.

Individual English | - Exploring Literature

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Must have IEP

Grade 9

This course focuses on the following state goals: #1 Read with understanding and fluency; #3 Write to communicate for a
variety of purposes. Topics include reading for pleasure and information, identifying elements of fiction, writing creatively
and practically, using a dictionary and computer spell check, and recognizing misspelled words. Effort, abilities, and
individual differences are a consideration in determining grades. An Exploring Literature text is used.

English Transition

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by teacher

Grade 9-10

English Transition is for the student who would like to work on acquiring and improving basic reading and writing skills.
The student will read a variety of short stories, poems, plays, and novels. Students will also write a variety of essays
throughout this course. The student’s grade is based on writings, class discussions, tests, and homework.

Independent Reading Il

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by teacher

Grade 10

Independent reading is for the student who would like to work on an individual basis in the reading lab in order to improve
reading skills. Testing and consultation of counselors and faculty determine enroliment in the class. Grade is
based on sustained silent reading, writings, class discussions, and homework.
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English - Continued

English Il

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: English |

Grade 10

This course includes elements of literature, grammar, composition, and vocabulary. The student will continue to improve
reading and writing skills through reading a variety of short stories, poems, plays, novels and through writing a variety of
essays and a short story. The students will also acquire and improve critical thinking skills throughout this course. The
student’s grade is based on course work including short and long-term reading assignments, book analysis/critiques,
writings, tests, and homework.

English Il Honors

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: English I, teacher recommendation

Grade 10

This weighted course emphasizes advanced critical thinking skills in the analysis of literature and the development of the
writer. Various categories of literary works will be studied. Oral communication and public speaking will be included.
Persuasive research writing will be developed.

Individual English Il - American Literature

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Must have an IEP

Grade 10

This course focuses on the following state goals: #1 Read with understanding and fluency; #3 Write to communicate for a
variety of purposes. Topics include reading for pleasure and information, identifying elements of fiction, writing creatively
and practically, using a dictionary and computer spell check, and recognizing misspelled words. An American Literature
text is used. Effort, abilities, and individual differences are a consideration in determining grades.

Speech Communications

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 10

This course is an introduction to the theory and practice of public communication. Students will develop skills, knowledge,
and confidence needed to prepare, deliver, analyze, and critique public speeches. Performance styles will include
narrative, impromptu, informative, and persuasive speaking styles. Writing and preparation is required.

Independent Reading IIl/IV

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by teacher

Grade 11-12

Independent reading is for the student who would like to work on an individual basis in the reading lab in order to improve
reading skills. Testing and consultation of counselors and faculty determine enroliment in the class. Grade is
based on sustained silent reading, writings, class discussions, and homework. Course may be taken again during Grade
12.

English Il

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: English Il

Grade 11

This is an integrated language arts program that emphasizes reading and writing in various categories of literary works.
Public speaking is stressed in this course.
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English — Continued

American Literature

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Grade of “B” English Il

Grade 11

In this weighted course, we will study American texts from European settlement through the present decade of the United
States. The student will examine how these writers imagined community and nation, and how they negotiated differences
and dissent across cultures, religions, and political systems. Students will develop composition and oral communication
skills. Major cooperative learning projects and research papers will be required.

Individual English Il - British Literature

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Must have an IEP

Grade 11

This course focuses on the following state goals: #1 Read with understanding and fluency; #3 Write to communicate for a
variety of purposes. Topics include reading for pleasure and information, identifying elements of fiction, writing creatively
and practically, using a dictionary and computer spell check, and recognizing misspelled words. Effort, abilities, and
individual differences are a consideration in determining grades. A British Literature text is used.

World Literature

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: English I, Il, lll

Grades 11 and 12

World literature is for the student who wishes to gain cultural awareness such as ethical and moral issues, the
development of human attitudes towards religion, social relationships, and political attitudes through literature from around
the world. Students will read a variety of short stories, plays, poems, and novels. Areas of study include Ancient Middle
Eastern literature, Ancient Greek and Roman literature, literature of India, China, Japan, Africa, the Middle East,
European literature from the Middle Ages, European literature in the Nineteenth Century, and modern and contemporary
world literature. The student’s grade is based on course work including short and long-term reading assignments, a
research project, writings, tests, and homework.

Journalism

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Teacher approval, English Il or English Il Honors, Desktop Publishing (previous or current
enrollment)

Grade 11 o0r 12

Journalism students will write articles for the school’s newspaper, “The Reaper Record”, and for Plano High School’s
Silhouette Yearbook. This course presents the opportunity to learn and apply interviewing techniques, as well as
instruction on how to write features, sports articles, columns, and much more. Students enrolled in Journalism will explore
the issues of today’s media and have the opportunity to apply their knowledge of journalistic writing to a publication.
Students enrolled in Yearbook Production must also enroll in Journalism.

Practical English |

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: English I, Il, lll or equivalents, must have teacher/counselor recommendation

Grade 12

A student enrolled in this course will be using a variety of media to improve reading, listening, and writing skills needed in
today’s working world. During class, time may be spent on activities including reading, grammar, letter writing, journal
entries, career exploration, a resume, research skills, oral and written reports. Resources used may include textbooks,
newspapers, magazines, and computers. Each student will be required to complete a portfolio of sample letters, a
memo, cover letter, resume, etc.
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English — Continued

Practical English Il

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: English I, Il, lll or equivalents, must have teacher/counselor recommendation

Grade 12

Students will continue to explore a variety of media to improve reading, listening, and writing skills. During class, time
may be spent on activities including reading, grammar, career exploration, a resume, research skills, and written projects.
Resources used may include textbooks, newspapers, magazines, and computers.

British Literature

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: English I, I, Il

Grade 12

In British Literature, the student will read various poems, plays, and short stories. Authors include Shakespeare, Marlowe,
Milton, Blake, and Browning. Students will analyze the various materials through oral presentations, creative writing, and
essays. Group discussions will be a major factor in the overall grade. Outside reading will be required for this course.

College Composition and Grammar

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: Grade of “A” or “B” English Ill, or faculty approval

Grade 12

In this weighted course, students will refine revising and editing skills, preparing them for college English requirements.
Students will write in a variety of genres, including expository, persuasive, narrative, and analytical. The course explores
the elements of the research process, mechanics, and research documentation. Students will improve revision and
editing skills. Large research papers will be required. Students will be required to write and revise writing daily.

Romantic Literature

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: English I, I, Il

Grade 12

Romanticism includes those authors who present a fondness for the past and distant places, the supernatural,
imaginative, and a love of nature. Authors to be studied will include Edgar Allen Poe, Washington Irving, William Cullen
Bryant, and others. Writings by students will tend toward the creative and imaginative descriptions as well as reviews.
Literary works will include short stories, poetry, novels, essays, and drama. A research project and two book reports are
required

Shakespeare Plays

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: English I, I, Il

Grade 12

Explore the best-known plays of William Shakespeare in this semester course through reading, analysis, and writing.

AP English Literature and Composition Course Description

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisites: A strong work ethic, senior standing, A or B in English | Honors , English Il Honors , and American
Studies. There is also a summer reading requirement.

Grade 12

In this challenging weighted class, students will carefully read and critically analyze imaginative literature. By closely
reading assigned texts, students will deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language. Reading and writing
will focus on analyzing a work’s structure, style, and themes as well as such elements as the use of figurative language,
imagery, symbolism, and tone. Students should plan to take the AP English test in May to possibly earn college credit.
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English — Continued

Individual English IV - World Literature

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Must have an IEP

Grade 12

This course focuses on the following state goals: #1 Read with understanding and fluency; #3 Write to communicate for a
variety of purposes. Topics include reading for pleasure and information, identifying elements of fiction, writing creatively
and practically, using a dictionary and computer spell check, and recognizing misspelled words. Effort, abilities, and
individual differences are a consideration in determining grades. A World Literature text is being used.

Creative Writing

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 12

Students will explore non-expository writing, such as poetry, fiction, drama, and creative non-fiction. Students analyze
and apply basic stylistic techniques involved in the writer's creation of point of view. The class requires regular sharing of
work and frequent revision.

**Analytical Reading

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 12

Prerequisites: Teacher approval, senior standing, high performance and motivation in prior English classes.
Student must be self-motivated.

This is a semester weighted course in which students read eight teacher approved novels at upper high school or college
level. Students will write four novel analyses and four analytical essays and complete vocabulary activities, journals, and
bi-weekly conferences with the teacher. This course culminates in a class portfolio including all analyses, essays, and
book work with a personal reflection about how the student has grown as a reader and a writer.

**Multicultural Novel Studies

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 12

Prerequisite: English I, I, Il

In this course student will discover social, cultural, and historical forces that shape a society through a variety of
multicultural literature. Students will read and analyze novels, short stories, and nonfiction articles that expose them to
African Americans, Latin Americans, Native Americans, and Middle Eastern culture. Student will be required to research
a variety of subjects and present information in a variety of forms including essays, projects, and speeches.
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Math Department Flow Chart Math Department Flow Chart

Math Department

Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12
Intro to Algebra 1
General Math | Algebra gebora Geometr Algebra 2 Trigonometr
(4 block) | (4 block) y g g y
Geometry Algebra 2 Trigonometry
Pre-Algebra Algebra 1 Geometry &
Algebra 2 Trigonometry Calculus
(concurrently)*
H G vt 'Honors ?Honors 2AP Calculus*
onors Geome i alculus
ry Algebra 2* Trlgongmetry
Algebra
Geometry Algebra 2 Trigonometry Calculus
Algebra 1 Geometry Algebra 2 Trigonometry

*based on teacher recommendation/with consent of the instructor; 'begins Fall 2008; 2begins Fall 2009; 3*begins Fall 2010
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Math Courses

Scientific calculators are required for all courses — The T1-30 is recommended

**Introduction to Algebra

1 Semester = 0.5 credit

Freshman Course — Placement by testing or teacher recommendation

Grade 9

This course is designed to review the operations pertaining to whole numbers, fractions, and decimals, as well as
introduce basic concepts in pre-algebra and algebra. This is a prerequisite course in the high school sequence. Students
who successfully complete this course will take Algebra | during the next semester. This course must be taken
concurrently with Introduction to Algebra Lab. Required materials include a notebook and pencils.

**Introduction to Algebra Lab

1 Semester = 0.5 elective credit

Freshman Course — This Course must be taken in Conjunction with Introduction to Algebra

This course is designed to provide additional support and practice for the Introduction to Algebra course. Hands-on and
traditional activities, methods, and techniques will challenge students to apply concepts learned in the Introduction to
Algebra course.

**Algebra |

1 Semester = 0.5 credit

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Introduction to Algebra or teacher recommendation.

Grade 9

This beginning course in Algebra is designed to take students well versed in basic math and introduce them to such
concepts as real number operations, solving & graphing linear and quadratic equations, rational expressions, polynomials,
powers and roots, and practical applications of all of the above. Students successfully completing this course will be
ready for Geometry or Algebra Il. Objectives are to develop good study habits, abstract thinking, and the ability to work
problems in logical sequential order and become prepared for other math and science courses. This course must be
taken concurrently with Algebra 1 Lab. Required materials include a T1-30 calculator, a notebook, and pencils.

**Algebra | Lab

1 Semester = 0.5 elective credit

This course is designed to provide additional support and practice for the Algebra | course. Hands-on and traditional
activities, methods, and techniques will challenge students to apply concepts learned in the Algebra | course.

Algebra |

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Placement by testing. Successful completion will prepare students for Geometry and Algebra Il.
Grade 9-11

This beginning course in Algebra is designed to take students well versed in basic math and introduce them to such
concepts as real number operations, solving & graphing linear and quadratic equations, rational expressions, polynomials,
powers and roots, and practical applications of all of the above. Students successfully completing this course will be
ready for Geometry or Algebra Il. Objectives are to develop good study habits, abstract thinking, and the ability to work
problems in logical sequential order and become prepared for other math and science courses. Required materials
include a T1-30 calculator, a notebook, and pencils.

Geometry

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I, teacher recommendation

Grade 9-12

Geometry covers the study and measurement of segments, lines, and shapes. It also involves the study of 2 and 3
dimensional figures, calculating segment lengths, angle measures, as well as areas and volumes. Emphasis is placed on
real-life problem solving, as well as developing a logical approach to problem solving. This class will prepare the student
to take trigonometry and the ACT/PSAE exams. Required materials include a T1-30 calculator, a compass, a protractor,
notebook, pencils, and folder.
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Math — Continued

Scientific calculators are required for all courses — The T1-30 is recommended

Geometry Honors

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra | and teacher recommendation

Grade 9

This is a weighted course for freshmen only. It will explore the same topics and curriculum as the standard Geometry
course, but will place further emphasis on problem-solving and test-taking strategies. This course will ultimately lead to a
four-year math cycle that will culminate in the student's ability to take an Advanced Placement Calculus course. Required
materials include a T1-30 calculator, a notebook, and pencils.

Algebra Il

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra I required; Successful completion of Geometry recommended
Grade 10-12

This class reviews many of the topics of Algebra |, such as solving equations, graphing, factoring, and problem solving.
However, this class goes much further, exploring systems of equations, exponents, graphing quadratic equations, and
real world problem-solving. Logarithms, complex numbers, and matrices will be explored as a means of solving problems
involving such concepts as population growth, and compound interest. We will complete a course similar to a college
level Algebra course. This class will significantly enhance a student’s chance to score well on both the ACT and PSAE
exams. Required materials are a notebook, folder, and a scientific calculator.

**Algebra Il Honors

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Geometry Honors required.

Grade 10

This is a weighted course for sophomores only. It will explore the same topics and curriculum as the standard Algebra
Il course, but will place further emphasis on problem-solving and test-taking strategies. This course will ultimately lead to
a four-year math cycle that will culminate in the student's ability to take an Advanced Placement Calculus course.
Required materials are a notebook, folder, and a scientific calculator.

Trigonometry & Analytic Geometry

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Geometry and Algebra I, or consent of instructor

Grade 11-12

This is a weighted course designed to provide topics and concepts which grow out of the Algebra Il course. It includes
elementary functions, with polynomial functions and circular functions given special emphasis. It is designed to give
students a strong math background for a rigorous calculus class. Required materials include a calculator with
trigonometric functions (there will be various sections, however, in which the student is not allowed to use a calculator).
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Math — Continued

Scientific calculators are required for all courses — The T1-30 is recommended

Calculus

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Placement determined by teacher

Grade 12

Calculus is a weighted course that calls on all the skills and information from previous math courses and applies them to
practical problems. There will be some review of Analytic Geometry. New topics include limits, continuous functions,
derivatives, and integration.

Individual Math I, 11, lll, IV

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Placement determined by IEP team

Grade 9,10,11,12

These courses focus on the following state goals: #6 Demonstrate and apply a knowledge and sense of numbers,
including numeration and operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, patterns, ratios, and proportions).
Topics include basic computation, measuring, fractions, decimals, ratios, percents, calculations, word problems, pre-
algebra and geometry concepts, and practical applications for math in the work place. Effort, abilities, and individual
differences are a consideration in determining grades.

Individual Math | — Basic Math Skills

Individual Math Il — Pre-Algebra | —Algebra and Whole Numbers, Using Decimals, Number Theory, Rational Numbers
and Fractions, Basic Operations and Rational Numbers, Ratios, Proportions and Percents

Individual Math Ill — Pre-Algebra Il — Integers, Exponents, Square Roots, and the Pythagorean Theorem, Equations
from Geometry, Graphing, Geometry, Data, Statistics, and Probability

Individual Math IV — Math for the World of Work
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Science Courses

Physical Science |

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation

Grade 9-12

This is an introductory course for students transitioning into their freshman year. This course will focus on scientific skills,
including scientific processes, lab safety, metrics, an introduction to matter, and an introduction to basic chemistry
concepts.

Physical Science Il

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation

Grade 9-12

This course is a continuation of Physical Science |. Second semester topics will focus on forces and motion. As a lab
science, lab skills and safety will be emphasized. Upon completion of Physical Science | & Il, students will be placed into
Biology.

Introduction to Chemistry

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: none

Grade 9-12

This is an introductory course in chemistry for those students entering their freshman year. The concept of matter will be
taught with major emphasis on atomic structure, the periodic table, chemical interactions, chemical bonds, chemical
reactions including acids and bases. As a lab science, lab skills and safety will be emphasized.

Introduction to Physics

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: none

Grade 9-12

This is an introductory course in physics for those students entering their freshman year. Topics include mechanics, heat,
light, sound, electricity, magnetism, and optics. Learning of basic scientific facts and laboratory skills will be emphasized.

Biology

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Introduction to Chemistry, Introduction to Physics or Teacher recommendation

Grade 9-12

This is an introductory course in the biological sciences. Topics include scientific method, cellular organization, and
processes, a survey of the kingdoms and the significance of man’s interaction with other forms of life.

Biology Honors

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: teacher recommendation

Grade 9-10

Biology Honors is a weighted class designed for students who can handle a more in-depth approach and faster pace of
instruction. Topics will include scientific method, cellular organization and processes, a survey of the kingdoms of life and
the significance of man’s interaction with other forms of life. In addition, enrichment topics will be designed throughout the
course as they apply to other units of instruction. Freshmen in this course will be scheduled for Chemistry sophomore
year and Physics junior year.
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Science - Continued

Advanced Placement Biology

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisites: B or higher in Chemistry or Teacher Approval

Grades 11-12

This weighted course parallels a college freshman Biology course and depending on the student's score on the College
Board AP Exam at the end of the year, could count as college credit (check with the college you plan to attend). This
course is fast-paced, challenging, and intended for college-bound students. Emphasis will be on molecular, cellular,
organismal, and population biology.

Chemistry

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1

Grade 10-12

Chemistry is an introductory course in chemical concepts including scientific method and measurement, basic chemical
principles, language of chemistry, knowledge of chemical reactions and change of state, as well as mathematical
concepts that apply throughout the course. This course will provide a foundation for college chemistry coursework and
other related courses. Students need a scientific calculator.

**Chemistry Honors

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Biology, Algebra 1

Grade 10-12

Chemistry Honors is a weighted class designed for students who can handle a more in-depth approach and faster pace
of instruction. Chemistry Honors is an introductory course in chemical concepts including scientific method and
measurement, basic chemical principles, language of chemistry, knowledge of chemical reactions and change of state, as
well as mathematical concepts that apply throughout the course. This course will provide a foundation for college
chemistry coursework and other related courses. Students need a scientific calculator.

Anatomy & Physiology

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Chemistry or concurrent enrollment

Grade 11-12

This is a weighted course emphasizing the anatomy and physiology of mammals, especially humans. All major body
systems will be studied in detail through lecture, lab activities and dissection. This course is an excellent foundation for
college-level anatomy coursework. This course is strongly recommended for students considering health and/or life
science occupations including physical and occupational therapy, sports medicine, physical trainers, nursing, coaching,
etc.

Environmental Science

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: Biology

Grade 10-12

This course will study the interactions between organisms and their environment through discussion and laboratory work.
Students will study ecosystems and organism interactions and the effects of changes in ecosystems due to environmental
problems, especially those caused by or contributed to, by man’s interference and impact. Major projects include river
monitoring at the Fox River as well as a research paper.
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Science - Continued

Earth Science |

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: Biology

Grade 10-12

Earth Science is a hands-on laboratory science course in which students collect and interpret real-time data to study
major earth systems. Specific topics include geology, plate tectonics, and earth history. Problem solving and critical
thinking are utilized to gain an understanding of events happening in the real world. This laboratory-oriented course
prepares students for further coursework in chemistry, physics, and earth science.

Earth Science I

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequisite: Biology

Grade 10-12

This lab based course will study the remaining three branches of earth science, including, astronomy, meteorology, and
oceanography. Problem solving and critical thinking are utilized to gain an understanding of events happening in the real
world. This laboratory-oriented course prepares students for further coursework in chemistry, physics, and earth science.

Physics

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: Chemistry, Trigonometry (or currently enrolled in this course)

Grade 11-12

Physics is a weighted class that focuses on the study of matter and energy through hands-on laboratory activities and
lecture. This course offers an overview of scientific method, mechanics, heat, sound, light, electricity and magnetism. The
sequence is designed to provide students the background skills required for a first-year college Physics course.
Trigonometry principles will be used in this class. Students need a scientific calculator.

Medical Careers

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Prerequsite: Biology

Grade 11-12

This course will give the student an introduction to a wide variety of careers in health medicine and alternative medicine
fields. Topics to be explored will include: basic anatomical terminology, nutrition, emergency medical technician skills,
nursing, diagnostic skills, and hospital volunteer experience, alternative medicine such as massage therapy, acupuncture
and chiropractic, sports/occupational/physical therapy, and pharmacy. Most topics will include guest speakers with the
potential opportunity to job shadow health professionals in the local area. This course is highly recommended for any
student interested in working in a health setting at any level. Due to the specific content covered, only students
interested in a medical profession should enroll.

Individual Introduction to Physics

1 Semester — 0.50 credit

Must have IEP

Grade 9-12

This course focuses on the following state goal: #12 Understand the fundamental concepts, principals and
interconnections of life, physical and earth/space science. Topics include motion, work and machines, heat, sound, light,
electricity, magnets, and electromagnetism.

Individual Introduction to Chemistry

1 Semester — 0.50 credit

Must have IEP

Grade 9-12

This course focuses on the following state goal: #12 Understand the fundamental concepts, principals and
interconnections of life, physical and earth/space science. Topics include the metric system, properties of matter, the
structure of matter, classifying elements, compounds and how matter changes.
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Science - Continued

Individual Biology

2 Semesters — 1.0 credit

Must have IEP

Grade 9-12

This course focuses on the following state goal: #12 Understand the fundamental concepts, principals and
interconnections of life, physical and earth/space science. Topics include scientific tools, lab safety, scientific method,
basic units of life, chemicals important to life, organizing living things, classifying animals and plants, bacteria, protests,
fungi, body systems, genetics, and ecology. Effort, abilities, and individual differences are a consideration in determining
grades.

Individual Introduction to Earth Science

2 Semesters — 1.0 credit

Must have IEP

Grade 10-12

This course focuses on the following state goal: #12 Understand the fundamental concepts, principals and
interconnections of life, physical and earth/space science. Topics include geology, geomorphology, plate tectonics, earth
history, astronomy, meteorology, and oceanography. Effort, abilities, and individual differences are a consideration in
determining grades.
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Social Studies Courses

Early World History

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 9-10

This class begins with the origins of human life before written history and proceeds to the Middle Ages just after the fall of
the Roman Empire. Important topics will include early civilizations, first empires, influence of Greece and Rome in our
society, and the spread of Christianity. Students will be introduced to map/chart reading, political systems, and
governments.

Modern World History

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 9-10

This class focuses on the period from the Renaissance until recent world history, including the Cold War and terrorism.
We will also discuss the early inhabitants at the Americas, Exploration, French and Russian Revolutions, Industrial
Revolution, Imperialism, and the World Wars. Students will be introduced to map/chart reading and political systems and
governments.

Geography

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 10

Geography pertains to the description, distribution and interaction of the diverse physical, biological, and cultural features
of Earth’s surface. In this course students will study the world’s physical features, how they blend with social systems,
and affect economics, politics, and human interaction. Students will also use map/charts to analyze historical documents.

Political Science

1 Semester = 0.50 credit

Grade 10

Political Science will introduce and familiarize students with the basics of political systems. Topics discussed in class will
begin with types of governments and continue on with public opinion, political culture/participation, the media and its
effect, political parties, interest groups, civil rights/liberties and foreign policy. Students will also use maps/charts and
analyze historical documents.

U.S. History

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Grade 11

This is a year-long course covering the first settlers through World War Il. Students will be required to complete
numerous activities including tests and group projects. This course is required to graduate.

American History Studies

2 Semesters = 1 credit

Prerequisite: English I, Il, teacher approval

Grade 11

Co-requisite: American Literature Studies

This is a weighted course. This class integrates literature and historical eve